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@ The Reunion of Professional Entertainers (ROPE) 
presented its Disc Jockey Hall of Fame and Golden ROPE 
Awards Banquet and Show on Sunday, October 9. On the 
agenda Ernest Tubb Humanitarian Award presentation to the 
late Hamilton K. ‘Smiley’ Wilson, long-time figure in the 
Nashville music community. 


News Briefs: 


The Oak Ridge Boys join The Forester Sisters on a song 
called ‘The Grand Central Station’ on their up-coming gospel 
album for Warner Brothers Records. The Bellamy Brothers 
add Santa Fe, the latest men’s cologne from Shulton, to their 
list of endorsement ads, which includes Puma, Nike Athletic 
Shoes, Ovation Guitar accessories and several others. Larry 
Gatlin will receive the 60th American Education Award from 
the American Assoc. of School Administrators for speaking 
against drug and alcohol abuse. The presentation will be 
made next March in Orlando, FL, at the association's annual 
convention. 
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La Crystal Gayle 


@ The Webb Sisters — better known as Loretta Lynn and 
Crystal Gayle wound-up a week of Sold-Out performances at 
Harrah's in Lake Tahoe, NV, in time to join Presidential 
hopeful, George Bush, on a day-long bus swing through 
Ilinois. 


@ David and Sanford Brokaw of The Brokaw Company and 
Ken Riley have been appointed personal managers for 
Loretta Lynn. Ken, who has been with Lynn’s organisation 
for 20 years, initially joined as a drummer with the Coal 
Miners, he became her road manager in 1976 and functioned 
in that capacity up to this point. The Brokaw Company began 
holding Loretta’s public relations in 1972. The firm has been 
instrumental in generating major exposure for her on top 
network television shows and in print. They were involved in 
her successful autobiography, ‘Coal Miner's Daughter’, and 
Subsequent feature film of the same name. The Brokaw Co. 
is a Hollywood based management and public relations firm, 
whose clients also include Bill Cosby, The Cosby Show, 
Mickey Gilley, Reba McEntire, Tom Wopat, Bridgette Nielson 
and Lou Rawls. 
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@ HotDog! Buck is Back! ‘A favourite son has returned’, proclaims Capitol 
Records of their re-signing the legendary Buck Owens to their Nashville 
Division. Owens was with the label from 1958 to 1976, during which time he 
established the distinctive Bakersfield Sound around the world with such hits as 
‘Tiger By The Tail’, ‘Act Naturally’, ‘My Heart Skips A Beat’ and dozens more. The 
recent resurgence of popularity of West Coast country music makes this a 
promising venture for both the Baron of Bakersfield and the record company. 
Buck’s first single, ‘Hot Dog’, was released September 21 with an album and video 
to follow. His return to active recording was heralded by a CMA Awards 
nomination in the Vocal Event of the Year category for his duet, ‘Streets of 
Bakersfield’ with Dwight Yoakam. Yoakam, by the way, joins Buck in a duet 
version of ‘Under Your Spell Again’ for the ‘Hot Dog’ LP. Owens continues his 
career under the management hand of long-time associate, Jack McFadden of 
McFadden & Associates, Inc. in Nashville. 
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News Briefs: 


Mickey Gilley and Loretta Lynn can be seen during 
Halloween week, on ‘Win, Lose or Draw’, a series running on 
both NBC and in syndication. Watch for Loretta, too, on the 
cover of TV Guide with Barbara Walters and friends. Jerry 
Jaramillo joined Faron Young, Melba Montgomery and more 
in a Country Music Extravaganza in Des Moines, IA., last 
month; garnering three curtain calls forthe evening. Jerry's 
latest, ‘Face To The Wall’, is receiving airplay across the US 
and overseas, including Sweden, Germany, England, France, 
Spain and Canada. He will soon be questing on the Grand 
Old Opry and Nashville Now. Johnny Cash will portray 
frontiersman Davy Crockett in a multi-part adventure tale for 
NBC's The Magical World of Disney. Cash plays Crockett at 
50 in the opening two-hour episode. The younger Crockett 
will be depicted by Tim Dunigan. Nicolette Larson is doing 
the USO Artic Equatorial Tour Oct 20 - Nov 3. The tour 
includes stops in Iceland, Newfoundland, Greenland, 
Panama, Honduras and Cuba. ANov4-5 stint is scheduled at 
Barnacle Bill's in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. Patty Loveless 
was honoured in Pikeville, KY, October 22 with a 
Homecoming Celebration. Speedy Get Well wishes to 
Patty’s brother/co-manager, Roger Ramey, currently 
hospitalised in Nashville's St. Thomas Hospital awaiting 
back surgery. 


@ Capitol Records superstar Anne Murray will present a 
benefit concert for the Nashville Songwriters Association 
International (NSAI) November 16 at the Grand Ole Opry 
House. This rare benefit performance is Ms. Murray's way 
of expressing her gratitude to the songwriters who have 
provided the songs that has played a major part in her 
successful career. NSAI will utilize two-thirds of the 
proceeds from the concert for the development of a 
songwriter exhibit designed to educate the public about 
contributions and creative efforts of songwriters. The 
balance of funds will be used to assist the NSAI in developing 
legislative and educational programs where songwriters’ 
creative efforts and subsequent exploitation are best 
protected. 


@ Kris Kristofferson and Martin Sheen star in ‘The Last 
Missile’, a story about nuclear disarmament, to be shown on 
the new Turner Network Television (TNT) cable service. The 


— Kris Kristofferson 


newsline... 


film is produced by Symphony Pictures Television, which 
was founded by Sheen and William Greenblatt to develop 
original movies for the new network. Kristofferson has also 
wrapped-up work on ‘Millennium’, a sci-fi drama filmed in 
Toronto, scheduled for release in early 1989 and is currently 
filming ‘Welcome Home’ with Brian Keith and Jo Beth 
Williams. 


Business Briefs: 


Glenn Warren is now Executive VP and General Manager of 
Affiliated Publishers, Inc., 11 Music Square E., Nashville, 
TN. 37203. Glenn is a former staff member of the Nashville 
Songwriters Association Intl. Stars International Ltd., has 
opened new offices at 900-19th Avenue, S.; Suite 608 in 
Nashville. Jack J. Klein is CEO, Chet Walker serves as 
President and, heading the publishing division is L.E. White, 
20-plus-years veteran of the music business as both writer 
and performer. Lola Jean Dillon has been signed as an 
exclusive writer with the organisation. The Jim Halsey Co. 
spreads its wings into the Classical field, joining forces with 
the Nashville Ballet. Plans call for exposure in the global 
market for the dance company. 


@ Opryland USA Inc. and Group W Satellite 
Communications (GWSC) have formed a satellite-delivered 
radio network offering a format of personality-intensive 
‘hit-country’ radio to be called TNNR. Itis a joint venture by 
the same two companies that have created the successful 
cable network TNN, currently available in 42 million cable 
households. TNNR will be transmitted via the audio 
subcarrier of Galaxy 1, transponder 2, the cable network's 
transponder. TNNR will braodcast live, in stereo, from 
Nashville studios 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The 
format will feature continuous programming, including live 
interviews with top country music talent, record countdowns, 
commentary by dee-jays and TNN television personalities, 
concerts, record reviews, entertainment news, and features 
as well as recorded music. The radio network will officially 
debut in December but will be available to radio stations 
earlier in the fourth-quarter. TNNR will replace the Music 
Country Radio Network, a 6-year service of WSM-AM 
Nashville and the Associated Press. MCRN will be phased 
out December 31, and operations manager/on-air 
personality Charlie Douglas will become the operations 
manager of TNNR. ‘Some Enchanted Evening With Willie 
Nelson, a 90-minute concert performance, will be the first 
major production offered to radio stations by TNNR. 


News Briefs: 


S-K-B will tape New Country for TNN on November 3 in 
Nashville. The Judds healined October 25-30 at Harrah's, 
Stateline/Lake Tahoe, NV. T.G. Sheppard was in Iceland 
October 2-6 taping TNN's Celebrity Outdoors series. T.G.'s 
new album — the working title of which is ‘Cross Roads’ — 
is due any moment. Mel McDaniel returns to Okmulgee, OK, 
to celebrate his 30th Anniversary in Country Music. His 
October 31 concert, held at Brock Memorial Auditorium, will 
benefit Okmulgee’s United Fund, which includes many local 
and area charities. National, state and local leaders will join 
in the festivities by recognising McDaniel's contributions to 
society through his music. U.S. Senator David Boren will 
enter McDaniel into the congressional record for his lifetime 
achievements, while Oklahoma State Senator John Dahl was 
scheduled to be on hand to present Mel with a proclamation 
declaring (October 31) his ‘Day’ in Oklahoma. 


@ Ben and Margaret Smathers and The Stoney Mountain 
Cloggers celebrated their 30th Anniversary as members of 
the Grand Ole Opry on September 13. Generally credited 
with bringing clog dancing to the attention of the American 
public, Ben made his first Opry appearance on 

September 13, 1958. He currently offers an instructional 
video called ‘Primary Steps of Clog Dancing, Vol. 1’ which is 
available through Door Knob Records, 315 Mt. Juliet Rd., 
Mt. Juliet, TN. 37122. 


— Patsy Cline 


@ September was ‘Patsy Cline’ month in her native Virginia 
and in her hometown of Winchester, members of Patsy's fan 
club meet each Labour Day Weekend. Fans from all overthe 
U.S. and Canada marked this year's occasion, along with 
Cline’s husband, Charlie Dick and her mother, Hilda 
Hensley. According to Stephen Pierce, one of those in 
attendance for this year’s weekend celebration, it was 
nostalgic, great fun and a memorable occasion. Information 
regarding future celebrations may be obtained from the 
President of Patsy Cline’s fan club, Jimmie Bowen at P.O. 
Box 244, Dorchester, MA. 02125. 


@ The Four Queens Casino/Showroom in Las Vegas 
recently announced the Donna Fargo show to be the most 
effective entertainment in the hotel's history. 


@ Dueto an overwhelming demand for Marty Robbins’ Vol. 1 
of the late singer's TV musical ‘The Drifter’, follow-up 
Volumes Il, Ill, and IV are being made available much sooner 
than orginally anticipated, according to Marty's son, Ronny 
Robbins. “All ofthe shows are excerpts froma TV series Dad 
did back in 1965 and 1966, and all the footage was shot in 
black-and-white’, Ronny relates. ‘But oddly enough, the TV 
industry experienced a giant technological breakthrough 
with its introduction of colour video just about he time he 
finished the project. Consequently, it was a ‘no sale’ to TV 
Stations, and these shows have just been sitting in the vault 
ever since. They've basically never been seen, except ina 
couple of test-markets, which makes them extremely 
attractive to collectors’. Throughout the series, The Drifter is 
portrayed by Marty Robbins, who never seems to tell many 
tales without singing a few songs, as he roams the 
countryside. Among special guests in Vol. | are Grandpa 
Jones and Tex Ritter. Follow-up Vol. Il features Archie 
Campbell, Don Winters, Bobby Sykes, and Jerry Byrd. In 
addition to Sykes and Winters, Vol. Ill also presents Buddy 
Mize, and Vol. IV offers quest appearances by Archie 
Campbell, Jerry Byrd, and The Osmond Brothers. This 
exclusive video library is available in either VHS or Beta 
format, and each contains three half-hour shows. Each 
volume costs $24.95, plus $3.00 p & h. Anyone who orders 
3 or more volumes will receive a free 20 x 22 poster of Marty 
Robbins from the original art on the album cover of his latest 
recorded LP, ‘Some memories Just Won't Die’. The tapes 
are available by mail-order only, further information may be 
obtained by calling 0101-615-327-3752 or writing to Marty 
Robbins Enterprises, 713-18th Avenue, S.; Nashville, 

TN 37203, U.S.A. 


abel Raia 
a His Legon 


OS 


NOVEMBER 1988 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


MCA Records will this month be releasing new albums by Steve Earle and Nanci Griffith. 
Pete Coffey obtained advance tapes and previews them in C.M.R.U. 


COUNTRY 
STORE NEWS 


@ One of the best things to happen in the mid-80's was the 
launch of the Country Store series which featured excellent 
compilations of the best work of most of America’s best 
loved country artists, Johnny Cash, Marty Robbins, Waylon 
Jennings, Kris Kristofferson and Willie Nelson — taking in 
such luminaries as Tammy Wynette, George Jones, Tompall 
and the Glaser Brothers, Hank Williams Jr., The Statler 
Brothers, Janie Fricke, Bobby Bare and Merle Haggard. 


@ Now eleven New Titles have been added to their series, 
these plus the earlier titles are now available on compact 
disc, some have extra tracks. The New Compilations 
feature Tom T. Hall, Johnny Russell, George and Tammy, 
Waylon and Willie, Crystal Gayle, Frankie Laine, Carl 
Perkins, Connie Francis, Barbara Mandrell, Dr Hook and 
Hank Williams (Sr.) a collection well worth watching out for. 
(Ideal for that Xmas gift). 
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NEW ALBUMS: EXCLUSIVE PIREWTIEWS 


STEVE EARLE different track, with it’s rolling here imbued with the warmth, it is fitting and proper that a concert to imagine anything more beautiful rather than a sophisticated sip at an 
exe er _ barrelhouse piano, punctured by spontaneity and intimacy of live at the venue where it all began for or more appealing than these adulterated, decoratively 
rt 


COPPERHEAD ROAD: SNAKE OIL: BACK TO 
THE WALL: THE DEVIL'S RIGHT HAND: 
JOHNNY COME LATELY: EVEN WHEN |'M 
BLUE: YOU BELONG TO ME: WAITING ON 
YOU: ONCE YOU LOVE: NOTHING BUT A 
CHILD. 


The one criticism | heard levelled 
against Steve Earle’s last album 
was that the songs were too similar 
melodically to those of its 
predecessor, and some voiced the 
premature theory that his earlier 
creativity had been a mere flash in 
the pan. While conflicting with my 
own beliefs, it was impossible to 
dispel completely the thought that 
such presumptions might contain 
some shred of truth and it was 
obvious that, if only to counter his 
critics, Steve would be wise to make 
some elementary changes third 
time around. 


This he most definitely has done, 
but while the changes are in places 
quite radical, the distinctive 
hallmark which identified Earle's 
previous work remains emphatically 
extant. The Dukes seem to be in 
attendance throught out the whole 
of side two, which retains much the 
same sound as before — the 
unusual sense of rhythm and the 
underlying rockabillyness. But the 
songs, which include a slightly 
Dylanish ‘Once You Love’ and 
‘Nothing But A Child’ (a duet with 
Maria McKee), are wholly fresh, 
judiciously avoiding any of the 
melodic similitudes which glued 
‘Exit O' to ‘Guitar Town’. This in 
itself might be enough to placate the 
detractors, but it is on side one 
where the really drastic, and fully 
commendable, changes occur. . . 


‘Copperhead Road’, already 
available on single, and ‘Johnny 
Come Lately’, the latter in 
something of a cajun vein, are the 
highlights; both vehement critiques 
of ‘The American Way’, both mixing 
raw folksiness with near cowpunk 
voracity and assertive drums with 
profoundly traditional ‘ 
instrumentation — presumably by 
the Pogues. It's astimulating 
diversification which, of a statement 
of earthy roots intent, must be 
considered both comforting and 
pleasing weighed against the slight 
but tangible tendency to over- 
production which became apparent 
as familiarity with ‘Exit O' 

grew. ‘Snake Oil’, too, pursues a 
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spoken asides from Steve, 
developing into a guitar, steel, bass, 
drums backed rocker, which also 
applies to the bayou blues tinged 
‘Back To The Wall’. An earlier 
Earle composition, ‘Devil's Right 
Hand’, which is quietly becoming 
something of a classic, is treated 
slower but not less powerfully here 
than his original Epic recording. 


The album will no doubt incite 
controversy. It will, either in part or 
in whole, have its share of approval 
and disapproval, but it should also 
stifle those who accused Steve 
Earle of lacking any sustained 
creating ability. He’s had the 
confidence and the courage to 
prove that his creativity is not only 
intact but stronger than envisaged, 
that he’s capable of making new 
moves when he feels they are 
necessary, and that he’s still a force 
to be reckoned with. 


NANCI GRIFFITH 
ONE FAIR SUMMER EVENING 
MCA Promo 


ONCE IN A VERY BLUE MOON: LOOKING FOR 
THE TIME: DEADWOOD, SOUTH DAKOTA: 
MORE THAT A WHISPER: | WOULD BRING 
YOU IRELAND: ROSEVILLE FAIR: WORKIN’ 
IN CORNERS: TROUBLE IN THE FIELDS: THE 
WING AND THE WHEEL: FROM A DISTANCE: 
LOVE AT THE FIVE AND DIME: SPIN ON A RED 
BRICK FLOOR. 


Thank goodness that, after pushing 
her conspicuously closer to 
commercialism on the last album, 
MCA have had the good sense to at 
last record Nanci naturally. Viz: in 
basic, acoustic backed folk-country 
simplicity, and live with people out 
front to feed off. The result — what 
Nanci calls ‘my only bare boned 
acoustic live album’ — is the best 
record to stem from her MCA 
association to date. Nanci herself, 
of course, is never anything but 
natural and folksy, but the backup 
on her last album came 
dangerously close to a clinical 
sound calculated to expand her 
marketability. Yet, ironically, her 
original down-home ‘folkabilly’ 
would probably more strongly 
appeal to the trend-conscious pop- 
inclinated bods for whom those 
misguided tendencies were 
instituted. 


Aglance atthe titles will confirm that 
most of the dozen songs have 

appeared on Nanci’s MCA or earlier 
Philo/Rounder albums, but they are 


acoustic recording. ‘| Would Bring 
You Ireland’ and ‘Deadwood, South 
Dakota’ are beautiful new self- 
penned songs, while ‘Spin On A 
Red Brick Floor’ was written some 
years ago as a eulogy to the 
Anderson Fair Retail Restaurant, 
where the event captured herein 
took place. ‘I learned my trade as a 
musician and songwriter sitting in a 
dark corner of Anderson Fair 
watching the hands of Eric Taylor, 
Bill Staines, and Townes Van Zandt 
fly across acoustic guitars and 
listening to the melodies of short 
storied splendour they are masters 
at creating’, reveals Nanci. And so 


her should be immortalized in wax. 


Singing in clubs and bars and at 
festivals has been a way of life with 
Nanci for as long as she can 
remember, and it is, therefore, quite 
natural that she should feel at ease 
in alive situation, openly exposed to 
people who are there to absorb her 
music. Totally athome ina 
situation where, as she puts it, ‘folks 
come to hear not be seen’. And the 
album captures the atmosphere 
perfectly, her comfort with the 
crowd, her ability to communicate, 
her unaffected charm, and the 
sheer beauty of her voice. It's hard 


particular renditions of ‘More Than 
A Whisper’, ‘Roseville Fair’, ‘Love 
at The Five And Dime’ and ‘From A 
Distance’, or more engagingly 
spirited than ‘Looking For The 
Time’. The sparse but effective 
acoustic guitars and piano backup 
might only have been improved 
upon with the addition of a soothing 
violin weaving ethereal patterns into 
the framework of the songs — but 
as is is fine. 


The album is a godsend for those 
who, like me, prefer Nanci’s music 


straight from the bottle, so to speak: 


a shot of genuine hundred-proof 


BA Cok IR=@ Oo M 
PRESENTS 7.00 TO 12.00 MIDNIGHT 


SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 26th and 


garnished, studio-mixed cocktail. 
It's less easy to interfere from 
outside with a live recording, the 
artist can impose her own will much 
more strongly, and what we have 
here is the real Nanci Griffith. And 
it’s beautiful. 

Steve Earle and Nanci Griffith are 
both artists for whom | have the 
greatest respect, each ranking very 
high in my estimation. But each has 
been led on occasion in directions 
which | have not found particularly 
pleasing. Such is not the case 
here, however, both of their albums 
are extremely good and | would not 
want to be without either one. 
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@ The latest BBC Local Radio reorganisation and cut 
backs has literally devastated the ‘Country’ Music Scene 
in Britain. 66% of all BBC Local Radio Specialist Country 
Music Shows are being axed this month! 


ountry ’ 
usic Network 


Don’t miss this important 
feature as you may find 
that your 
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No.1.. 
Daniel Tops CMA 


UK Country Charts 
with TV Album 


Irish country entertainer Daniel O'Donnell pushes all 
others aside with 4 albums in the Top Ten chart 
positions. Currently holding positions 1, 4, 8 and 10 
Daniel defies all his critics with unprecedented 


success. 


@ 1988 has already proven a 
tremendous year for Daniel 
O'Donnell but the final three 
months are set to reap his greatest 
success to date. Currently 
undertaking a nationwide tour, 
Daniel has his latest album 
supported by national television 
advertising. Titled ‘From The 
Heart’, the 16 track collection has 
been licenced to Telstar Records 
from Ritz Records and goes 
straight into the UK Country charts 
at No. 1. He also recently broke 
into the Top 100 Popular Music 
Chart as a new entry and is 
currently at No. 56. 


@ Produced by John Ryan, ‘From 
The Heart’ continues the winning 
combinations of country, 
MOR/pop and Irish songs. Two 
tracks from the album — ‘Honey’ 
and ‘The Old Rugged Cross’ — 
have now been released as a 
single by Ritz Records. 
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@ Daniel O’Donnell's current tour 
— which again features Mary Duff 
as special quest — has included a 
near sell-out performance at 
London's Royal Albert Hall and is 
attracting top box office business 
throughout. The remaining dates 
are: 


November 1 Whitehall Theatre, 
Birmingham. 2 Whitehall Theatre, 
Dundee. 3 City Hall, Glasgow. 
4-5 Capitol Theatre, Aberdeen. 
6-7-8-9 Eden Court Theatre, 
Inverness. 10 Assembly Rooms, 
Wick. 11 Grand Hall, Kilmarnock. 
12 Concert Hall, Motherwell. 
16-23 Ireland. 


@ O'Donnell was also recently 
seen on ITV's Sunday Programme 
*Highway’ with Harry Secombe. 


New album: ‘From The Heart’ — 
Telstar STAR 2327. 

(Cassette: STAC 2327; Compact 
Disc TCD 2327). 


@ Next month C.M.R.U.’s intrepid reporter Mick Green 
looks at the long and short term implications of the BBC 
decision set against the latest Gallop Poll Survey on 
Country Music in the British Market Place. . . details of 
which are due to be announced by the Country Music 
Association at a Press reception this month. 
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KATHY MATTEA 
SINGLE AWARD 


@ Phonogram recording artist 
Kathy Mattea won her first ever 
CMA award last month when her 
record ‘Eighteen Wheels And A 
Dozen Roses’ was named Single 
Of The Year... Written by Paul 
Nelson and Gene Nelson, and 
produced by Allen Reynolds, the 
song topped the U.S. Country 
Charts for a two week period in 
May (21 & 22).. This was the 
second No.1 single for Kathy 
Mattea — her first being achieve 
in late January ; 
with ‘Goin’ Gone’. i“ 
@ Both singles, 
together with her 
current success ‘Untold Stories’, 
are featured on her latest album 
“Untasted Honey’. Kathy is 
presently working on her new 
album which is scheduled for 
release in early 1989. 


@ Kathy Mattea made her British 
debut this year with Randy Travis 
and Sweethearts Of The Rodeo — 
at the Royal Albert Hall. She was 
also seen with her band at North 
London’s Mean Fiddler. 


CMA AWARDS 


1988 


Entertainer Of The Year ............... Hank Williams Jr 

Single Of Te Year cir. ss ccccee en ge Eighteen Wheels & A Dozen Roses 
Kathy Mattea — Mercury/Polygram 

Aibum-Or The-Vear.: 3.2. 6.22 vies Born To Boogie — Hank Williams Jr 

Song Othe Yearer..se6.c-6 222s see 80’s Ladies — K.T. Oslin — 

Female Vocalist Of The Year ........... K.T. Oslin 

Male Vocalist Of The Year ............. Randy Travis 

GROHM Onna WOaNs 0... Aedacateres Highway 101 

DuMOitMe Vals. o5...-. venseccae .. The Judds 

Vocal Event Of The Year............ ... Trio— D. Parton/E. Harris/L. Ronstadt 

Musician Of The Year................. Chet Atkins 

Horizon Award: 2, \.'...... deewaeoeee Ricky Van Shelton 

Hall Of Fame — 1988 

Open Category s:sij6:0:% 6-00 See Loretta Lynn 


Performer Active 30 Years Ago ......... Roy Rogers 


media activity circulating around 
her visit was an appearance on 
Channel 4’s ‘Wired’ and three live 
guest slots on BBC Radio 1 shows. 


@ Contemporary country music’s 
hottest female artist, K.T. Oslin, 
gathered further success recently 
when she walked away with two 
trophies at the 1988 Country Music 
Association's awards ceremonies 
.. Firstly named Female Vocalist 
Of The Year, then her self-written 
“80's Ladies’ was named Song Of 
The Year. 


@ it was ‘80's Ladies’, which 
established her reputation, earlier 
in the year when it earned a 
Grammy Award for Female 
Country Performance. K.T. made 
her British debut this year as part 
of the highly successful ‘Route 88’ 
Campaign at London’s Shaw 
Theatre. Among the considerable 


a 


= Hank Williams Jr % 


@ Her latest album ‘This Woman’ iy 
which is currently moving up both 
the U.S. country and pop charts, is 
now released in Britain. As with 
her previous release, the new 
album consists entirely of original 
songs and includes her current 
U.S. chart success ‘Money’ plus a 
revival of ‘Round The Clock Lovin’, 
originally a hit for Gail Davies. 


ed 


@ ‘This Woman’ is available on 
album (RCA PL 88369), cassette 
(RCA PK 88369) and compact disc 
(RCA PD 88369). 


‘Country’ needs YOU ! 


It may be later than 
you think to stand up 
and be counted. !? 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 
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Te old to play musical chairs, Nashville has lately taken 
to playing musical managers. Artists have been drop- 
ping managers at the drop of a chart bullet. Long-term art- 
ist-manager relationships have fallen by the wayside—some 
when the firm, positive, knowledgeable hand of the manager 
was one of the major reasons (besides the obvious talent of 
the act) why the star’s comet had soared into the galaxies of 
superstardom. 


RECENT CHANGES—READ ALL ABOUT IT: Ricky Skaggs 
leaves Chip Peay, Loretta Lynn quits David Skepner, the 
O’Kanes boot Steve Greil, Reba McEntire says goodbye to 
Bill Carter, Lee Greenwood waves to Larry McFaden, Holly 
Dunn departs Barry Coburn, Charlie Daniels exits Joe Sulli- 
van, Mickey Gilley flees Sherwood Cryer with a lawsuit in the 
wake. 


Is there trouble in Music City? Maybe. And maybe not. 
“It's a tougher business out there now,” says Greil, citing a 
trend toward fewer clubs to work and only a few headliners 
in the business. “Maybe acts sometimes look at managers 
and expect more than they can realistically get out of them. 
And if they don’t get it, they get disillusioned.” 


For many years most Nashville artists didn't have pure 
management, leaving that function to omnipotent artist- 
managers, or else they managed themselves—sometimes, 
career-wise, a fate worse than death. To paraphrase a time- 
honored maxim: “An act who manages himself or herself 
has a fool for a client.” Greil feels that the relative newness 
of the concept in Nashville is responsible for some acts not 
understanding the manager’s function. “Some of the new 
young acts don’t know what to expect, and no matter how 
good a job you do, and no matter what you do, they think 
there’s somebody out there who's probably better.”’ 


PILLS SLD ISLS LSS SSS LSS SS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SS. 


N The number of artists and managers falling out has caused 
N Billboard to publish the following article by Gerry Wood. ‘ 
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Bill Carter of William Carter Career Management cites 
Dale Morris, who has guided the incredible success of Ala- 
bama, as the type of manager that makes it all work through 
the years. Carter did this with Reba McEntire, guiding her 
career through the pitfalls and pratfalls of the early years 
and her triumphs as country music's entertainer of the year. 
Then she left. Carter takes a rather pragmatic view: ‘Histori- 
cally, artists move from agencies more frequently than they 
do managers. They change labels, agencies, and managers 
much to suit their own personal needs.” Perhaps overly ac- 
commodating, he adds, ‘When time comes for change, it’s 
usually based on their own change of opinion as to how their 
careers should go.” 

Carter, who is now guiding the careers of Rodney Crowell, 
Jo-El Sonnier, and Russell Smith, suggests it’s when the art- 
ists and managers are on the way up that they enjoy their 
best relationship. “When they peak,” he says, “that’s usually 
when you begin to see changes.” 


Another long-term relationship that fell by the wayside 
was Loretta Lynn and David Skepner, the latter of whom ad- 
vises, “We talked about splitting two years ahead of time.” 
Why? The Gospel According To Skepner: “She wanted to 
slow down. For someone like Loretta, having a manager 
means to do more, and not less.’’ And why does it happen in 
other cases? Skepner reasons, “Sometimes it’s lack of com- 
munication, sometimes improper communication, some- 
times it’s just timing.” 

Head of the Buckskin Co., Skepner notes that more man- 
agers have become involved in the Nashville music industry 
in the last 10 years. ‘We live in an age where there are more 
managers to turn over.” 


Barry Coburn believes the legal community might be par- 
tially responsible for the rapid turnover because “their busi- 
ness comes from representing artists, not management 
companies.” He's quick to agree with Skepner’s emphasis 
on communication, or lack of it. “A management/artist rela- 
tionship is an intimate relationship and requires a lot of 
communication. Sometimes, people haven’t communicated 
well.” 

Why? Suggests Coburn, “Artists will always make their 
own decisions and sometimes the causes of those decisions 
could be the bus driver or the bass player. It’s highly unlikely 
it would be professional advisers. It's like Reba leaving Bill 
Carter—he had done wonders for her.” 


While many artist/manager relationships have seen more 
dissolution than a quickie Mexican divorce shop, others 
have stood the test of time in a remarkable fashion. Jim Hal- 
sey's long-time partnership with Roy Clark comes to mind. 


So does Tandy Rice’s professional marriage with Jerry 
Clower. And Ray Stevens with Los Angeles-based Don Wil- 
liams. “I've stayed with Don because | feel he’s the best guy 
to manage me,” says Stevens. Like most successful artists, 
Stevens receives overtures from other managers and ad- 
mits, “It’s somewhat flattering to know that other people 
would like to manage you. However, | don’t think | could do 
any better, so | don’t pursue any of those beginnings. A lot 
of people leave good managers and go with bad managers. 
It's certainly, thank God, not one of my problems.” 


There is no manager/artist relationship closer or bound 
together with more trust than Tandy Rice and Jerry Clower. 
Rice, head of Nashville's Top Billing Agency, claims that 
three of the most enduring relationships in the country mu- 
sic industry are Clark/Halsey, Stevens/Williams, and 
Clower/Rice. ‘‘They involve people who use comedy/humor 
for a living and are bound only by a handshake,” says Rice. 
He cites three basic ingredients necessary for a manage- 
ment/artist deal to work: “The artist has to be manageable; 
most aren't. Most want to tell a manager what to do or want 
somebody to go over and kick ass at the record label—and 
that’s not what a good manager should do.” The artist also 
has to have the potential to grow in his career, says Rice. “A 
lot of times artists have grown as far as they can grow.” 


The final point, according to Rice: “The artist has to com- 
pensate his manager in such a way that it keeps him excited. 
Otherwise, you're not doing business—and it is a business. 
My boss is Jerry Clower, period. As long as | please him, 
then we're in business. When | stop pleasing him, we stop 
doing business.” 

Reproduced by courtesy of Billboard Publications Inc. 


AMERICA’S BEST KEPT SECRET IS OUT! 


17 number one singles in the U.S. 
and over 2 million albums sold. 


rAnL 


THOMAS 
CUNLEY 


HIS DEBUT ALBUM IN THE U.K 


“THE HEART OF IT ALL” 


— Includes — 


“WHAT SHE IS (IS A WOMAN IN LOVE)” 
“WE BELIEVE IN HAPPY ENDINGS” 


(DUET WITH EMMYLOU HARRIS) 
AND HIS LATEST U.K. SINGLE RELEASE 


“CAROL” 
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ARE YOU GOING TO WEMBLEY a 
For the Easter Weekend Festival? 2 
Why book ordinary accommodation when 
you can join the 7th Annual x" 


Count 
Iwusic 


ROUND UP 
GREAT WEEKEND 


- 


The hotel is located just off Junction 5 of the M1 motorway and onthe main A41 only 16 miles from Central London: Wembley is even closer, 


FR eRe eee eee E HEHEHE HEE E EERE EHH EEE EEE OEE EEE HEHEHE EEE HEE EERE EEE 


your day at Wembley 
with a full English 
breakfast 


ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee es 


| understand that as the person making this reservation | shall be responsible for full settlement of the account and that full 
and final payment for the package must be settled by Tuesday 10th Jan 1989... Also that any cancellation after the 
aforesaid date means my deposit can not be refunded. | also understand that cancellation after Feb 20th '89 will, except 
under exceptional circumstances leave me liable for the full amount outstanding. 


2 7 THREE DAY WEEKEND HOLIDAY BREAK, 
Don’t Forget ... £85.00 
* Prices Per Person B/B, sharing Twin or Double bedded accommodation, for 
There’s our usual Friday Afternoon Readers Question and Answer Single Rooms add £10:00. per person supplement ... Limited Triple Rooms 
Seminar. Come along and air your views, or fire your questions at available at £75:00 per person ... 
the C.M.R.U. Editorial staff and contributors 
eee eee ee ee oe ee Soe 
(Good Friday) Eve of Festival Buffet Party Night, 
with top acts and surprise guests ; BOOKING FORM STANDARD PACKAGE 
} Please find enclosed my Deposit of £20:00. (Per Person)... Reserve me 
: ‘ ’ the following accommodation, subject to availability, for March 
=a = | 
Plus: Your ‘5-Star : 1. 24th/25th/26th, 1989. ... TWIN SINGLE TRIPLE 
overnight accommodation ! (EASTER WEEKEND} D'BLE ROOM/S ROOM/S 
(Please Print) 
Plus... On Easter Saturday BEL "TT SO cea AR EE Re (Phone) ............... (Sid) es 
{ 
NGI OSS pos sc acclany thes sheen eae ES, cin ok Sanoaeesiemiaice area 
We prepare you for 
| 
| 
| 


SIQNEMM Oo oo oss sna eo SOE Re ata ae Laem oae es 


Then it’s all aboard the... 
Deposit Enclosed . £ 


‘Country Music Round Up’ (Make Cheques/PO's Payable to C.M.R.U. Pub:Co.) 
luxury courtesy coaches to PLEASE NOTE 
take you directly to the EXTRA NIGHTS. 


Festival at Wembley. . . Thursday and/or Monday will be CHARGED at £25 per person per night: 


és; : INDICATE THE TOTAL NUMBER OF NIGHTS. (3) (4) (5) ... 

(and we shall be meen’ se bring s Oe back to Lah Thursday/Friday/Saturday/Sunday/Monday. Z 

5-Star’ Hotel daily, when the show’s over for even SEIETE TSE DATE Rare off 
~ 


IIOIE SUC AIOUSE PATO EmietialMIAGii ls @ 2: or ae aie fo B 2 Oe a a ee 


* WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU ... AND REMEMBER MANY WERE DISAPPOINTED LAST YEAR BY LEAVING IT TOO LATE ... THIS YEAR MAKE SURE IT’S NOT YOU"! 


De] 286/287 HIGH STREET (UPPER PRECINCT) LINCOLN LN2 1AL ENGLAND ety (0522) 41546 
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Mick Green Takes A Gamble and G 


GRAND CAN 


@ The heading is pure nonsense, of 
course, because you do not go to look at 


one of the wonders of the world and then 


worry about the fact that there is not any 
country music! ... But the truth is that 
there is not much to see of the Grand 


Canyon after it gets dark and it is possible 


to hear country music in the motels that are 


right there in Grand Canyon Village . . . but 


usually a solo or duo playing more as 


background music. 


@ The statistics about the Canyon 
are staggering in themselves, for 
this ‘big hole in the ground’ is 
270-plus miles long, nine miles 
wide and over a mile deep and at 
certain points you stand and look 
down at people flying below you. 


@ Most people visit the more 
touristic area along the South Rim 
from Pima Point to Desert View and 
the Village is situated on this 

road. It costs a couple of dollars to 
go into Grand Canyon National 


Park but it is quite easy to drive from 
point to point and park and admire 
the views. | will not attempt to 
describe them because no one has 
yet invented words descriptional 
enough. 


BOOK WELL AHEAD. . 


®@ Itis possible to actually stay at a 
motel/hotel right on the rim of the 
Canyon but these have to be 
booked well in advance and they 
are generally expensive .. . up to 
200 dollars a night. One of the 
reasons for this is that there is not 
any water at the South Rim and 
everything has to be bussed up in 
tankers that continually drive up 
night and day from Williams, which 
is about 40 miles away and is where 
| would advise you to stay . . . 


@ However beware, because the 
Canyon is so popular that every 
room for miles is often booked and if 
you turn up late you risk being 
ripped off by a few disreputable 
motel owners who hold back rooms 
for that purpose. 


From Prima Point 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


@ My advice is ring Pat and Trevor 
Harrison, who come from England 
and own the El Rancho Motel, a 
couple of days before you intend to 
arrive and book. If they are full they 
will try and arrange something for 
you. Their telephone number is 
0101 (602) 635 2552. 


@ Butall the facilities are always 
overbooked so you MUST make 
arrangements in advance if you 
want to do more than drive round 
and take in views. To geta 
camping permit you need to apply A 
YEAR IN ADVANCE! But just 
turning up and looking is well worth 
the trip alone. DO NOT MISS IT. 


@ Otherthings youcando: Takea 
mule ride down into the Canyon, 
spend a night of the ranch and then 
ride back up the next morning — 
again expensive but quite an 
experience... Take aplane or 
helicopter flight along into the 
Canyon... It's also possible to 
explore the Canyon via the mighty 
river that carved through it. But 
again beware these trips vary 
tremendously, from a relatively 
calm half or full-day cruise along the 
quiet parts . . . to unbelievably ‘hairy’ 
whitewater expeditions that involve 
shooting some tremendous rapids. 


@ Another city that services the 
Grand Canyon area and has plenty 
of motel accommodation is 
Flagstaff and it’s well worth the trip 
to see this area's attractions like the 
Painted Desert... The volcano 
lava and the world’s largest meteor 
crater! 


@ Arizona itself has plenty to offer 
‘western fans’ but general tourists 
alike can get a really ‘western’ feel 
in cities like Tucson and as you drive 
north through Phoenix which 
usually gets very hot in the summer 
(116 degrees when we were there) 
but has near perfect weather in the 
winter . . Just outside Phoenix we 
came across a place that should 
interest the British country music 
fans, called The Satisfied Frog, that 
uses a frog that has obviously 
enjoyed the ‘occasional light ale’ as 
its logo. Itis a roadhouse virtually 
miles from anywhere that has live 
country entertainment on several 
nights of the week. 


® Continuing the drive further 
north through Sedona and Oak 
Creek Canyon we found the views 
stunning and recommend this route 
be included in anyone's trip. This 
area is also famous for its Indians 
and there are many museums and 
plenty of places to interest a visitor 
on the journey. 


@ |f the Grand Canyon is one of 
nature’s masterpieces, man has 
shown that he can also be pretty 
impressive when you come to the 
Hoover Dam, which is just before 
you cross into Nevada. We suggest 
you pull over at the top and look 
down at this man-made wonder 
before taking the hair-pin descent 
down and across the dam itself . . 
The drive either side of the dam is a 
mixture of desert and mountains 
and you will probably already know 
that Las Vegas itself was purpose 
built in the desert, predominantly as 
a gambling haven, and | don’t have 
to waste space here because 
everyone has seen it many times on 
the television films and | inform you 
Hollywood hasn't exaggerated. 


@ The town is as lewd, garrish and 
over-the-top as you have been led 
to believe and it operates 24 hours a 
day with each casino, Bar and 
Restaurant trying to outdo the other 
to get their hands on your dollars 
and this means there are ‘special 
offers’. 


@ tis acrazy and at times 
overpowering place with people of 
all shapes, colours, creeds and 
income continually on the move and 
I’m sure that you could be there a 
month and not see all the major 
attractions. There is entertainment 
everywhere, virtually all day, and 
although it is often a fun place it can 
also be a sad place. Instant Divorce 
following Instant Marriages in the 
rows of tiny chapels of love; about 
the size of outhouses! 


@ Is it possible to beat the 
system? By gambling | think not... 
but you'll never convince a gambler 
of that! But it needn't cost you a 
fortune to try! 


SOUTH ENTRANCE 


GRAND CANYON 
NATIONAL PARK 


@ By using ‘The System’ ie. take 
advantage of the ‘special offers’ of 
cheap motels and meals. Take up 
the ‘free’ chips and slot pulls they 
offer you (but don’t go on). Read 
one of the half-a-dozen or so 
‘what's on’ and visit the ‘free shows’ 
where drinks are really cheap. But 
never forget that the ‘freebies’ are a 
‘sprat’ to catch a ‘mackerel’ 
otherwise you could end up like 
other zombies spending all day 
sitting in front of slot machines with 
huge plastic beakers to catch your 
quarters in. 


—The Hoover Dam 


@ Anexample of what was 
available while we were there. A 
Fifties Week at the ‘Frontier Wild 
Horse Lounge’ entertainment was 
FREE and supplied by Sh-Boom, 
The Checkmates, The Party Dolls, 
etc, and all drinks were 50c (30p) 
and hot dogs and other snacks for 
about the same price. (We spent 
an excellent few hours there!). 

@ It’s worth checking what stars 
are in town. While we were there 
Janie Frickie and Linda Ronstadt 
were appearing at different casinos 
and Las Vegas really does present 
the best in country music . . some 


we saw advertised: The Oakridge 
Boys, Reba McEntire/The Bellamy 
Brothers, Willie Nelson and Family, 
Merle Haggard/Willie Nelson, The 
Gatlin Brothers and in addition to 
Stars like these they have FREE 
country music in many of the 
lounges. 

@ Atboth ends of the scales 

Las Vegas and the Grand Canyon 
are places | am sure if you visit you 
will NEVER forget and whether you 
gamble with nature or man on this 
trip, I’m sure you'll be a winner. If 
you exercise caution and plan 
ahead. 
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Dear Editor, 


| feel | must reply to Mr Jim Crisp. 
Please Mr Crisp, don’t show your 
ignorance. | thought everyone 
knew that Eddie Grundy (Trevor 
Bannister) was more or less The 
‘Village Idiot’ in The Archers, and 
he plays his part well. Evidently he 
played it too well for Mr Crisp. We 
all know he was put in Wally’s place 
for 1 hour, just for fun, and not as a 
serious presenter. | won't pretend | 
liked the show immenstly, but at 
least | took it in the spirit in which it 
was meant. | won’t be able to listen 
to Mr Crisps Radio Norfolk, but !’ll 
stick to Neil and Jim on Radio 
Sussex. 


With best wishes, 


(Mrs) Edith Buckeridge, 
Lewes, Sussex. 


Address withheld by request. 


Dear Editor, 


Just a quick line to say many thanks 
for Oct. issue of C.M.R.U. — greatly 
enjoyed, as always, even though 
the postal strike put paid to one or 
two of the regular features. Atleast 
it didn’t curtail Mick Green's 
offerings, for which | at least am 
most grateful! 


Pictures from the Award Winners 
show were super as were those 
from the Peterborough Festival — 
enjoyed the reviews. | always look 
forward to reading all about it, now | 
am unable to attend these special 
affairs. Actually, | had avery 
lengthy and most welcome account 
of Peterborough from Diane 
Richardson who is now one of my 
regular pen pals! (see what you’ve 
done!!) | was almost along there 
with her and it sounded as if it was 
great fun. 


Appreciate all your efforts in 
C.M.R.U. to enlighten our 
lives. Thanks again. 


Yvonne Evans, 
Ffordd Morfa, 

Llandudno, 

Gwyndd, 


Dear Editor, 


| see in your paper about the Kruger 
Promotions are thinking about 
having the country music festival 
at Battersea moving from 
Peterborough. 


As we live not to far we are keeping 
our fingers crossed, and so are my 
friends who have children and not 
able to travel to Peterborough and 
such places, at least we can see 
them in the mornings, also save on 
bed 'n’ breakfast, it may be true in 
London it may get more people as it 
is more central. We enjoy your 
paper very much. 


Mr & Mrs Shepard, 
Stoke, D,Abernon, 
Cobham, 

Surrey. 


Dear Editor, 


Having travelled many miles this 
year for non-appearances of the 
Silver-Tongued Wishgiver (the last 
time previously September 11th to 
Bredbury) he once again failed to be 
part of my world when he refused to 
play the second house at Hemsby 
September 28th. 


| am not aware of the exact reason, 
something | understand to do with a 
contractural disagreement with 
Pontins, but whatever the issue 
Froggie showed so little concern for 
his fans that | am now firmly of the 
opinion that he is a phoney with a 
well-rehearsed line of patter. ;. All 
the fans | spoke to said enough is 
enough and | for one am no longer 
part of his world, but it was nice to 
have known him anyway!! | think 
the couple displaying tea-shirts the 
next morning with the wording ‘I 
nearly saw Froggy at Hemsby’ and 
‘Is the frog a tadpole?’ brilliantly 
summed up a lot of fans feelings. 


The Froggy Organisation must 
exercise more responsibility 
towards club organisers and 
country music fans in general, or 
otherwise he will pass the same 
people going down the ladder as he 
did on the way up and going down 
can be a lot faster than the way up. 


|. Corker (Mrs) 
Knightsway, 
Garforth, 
Leeds. 


Dear Editor, 


Raymond Froggatt did not turn up 
for the 2nd show at Pontins, 
Hemsby, he says he is ‘Part of your 
World’, after Hemsby he is no 
longer part of mine. Why?, 
because he may as well have been 
a million miles away, it’s a pity he 
could not spin a thought for the 
people waiting to see him, some 
over an hour and a half, standing 
outside. 


Maybe we should call you runaway 
Froggie, as you say ‘I have wings on 
my heels’ and left after the first 
show. Heis always saying ‘There's 
nothing | could give in return for 
what you give to me, my dears’, 
what about another magic moment, 
it seems we were at the festival of 
fools to believe it all. Everybody is 
losing in this lovely old world, he 
points to the audience when he says 
‘| am living all because of you!’. At 
Wembley he says ‘I can’t fool you 
people can |’, he sure can, also he 
says ‘I will be part of your world as 
long as you want me to be’. 


| will not be buying any more tickets 
for a Froggie show, | would not have 
missed you for the world, this is all 
because of you, you should have 
thought of your fans first, who have 
travelled hundreds of miles to see 
you, any dispute with Pontins you 
should have seen about after the 
show. Well it was nice to have 
known you anyway. 


Yours in country, 


Mr Sidney Carne, 

Blackfell Road 

Blackfell, 

Washington, Tyne and Wear. 


Letters 
to the Editor 


Please keep letters short. Write on one side of the paper only. All letters 
are subject to editing and submission and will be taken to imply 


acceptance of that condition. 
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Dear Editor, 


Through your letters page, may | 
send our regrets to the fans at 
Hemsby for their disappointment for 
Froggie and the band not appearing 
for a second show. Although Ray 
was only contracted for one 
performance, when asked we 
agreed to let him go on stage again 
at 10.15. This was then changed, 
without consultation to a quarter 
past midnight, which meant 
reaching our next contract virtually 
impossible with any degree of road 
safety or well being for both Froggie 
and the band. . Because of the 
problem and malicious comment, 
Musicians Union has now taken up 
our case and the outcome will be 
made known as soon as possible. 


Yours faithfully, 


James Froggatt, 
Topas Music/Management to 
Raymond Froggatt. 


Dear Editor, 


In reference to Raymond Froggatts 
early department from Pontin’s, 
Hemsby, | wish to make a few 
personal observations. 


First, in respect to the 
unprofessional way in which the 
organisers relayed the information, 
thus, waiting until the actual 
moment he was due on stage, 
before announcing that he had 
already left Hemsby, and then 
allowing a second compere on to 
the stage in an angry, anti-Froggie 
mood, making inflammatory 
statements such as, ‘We don't need 
superstars like him here . . . we will 
never book him again... you 
people have paid good money to 
see him and he has let you down’. 
These comments were made to a 
disappointed crowd, thus to dosoat 
that time, lacked not only 
competence but integrity. In any 
case, to my knowledge, Pontins had 
not put out any advance notice of 
acts booked for that week (2nd), 
therefore, when people made their 
payment, they had no idea who they 
would see! (Payment due some 
4-6 weeks before the holiday). 


Secondly, Pontins were operating 
double standards since not one of 
their organisers turned up to runthe 
advertised 5-a-side football 
matches!! 


Thirdly, Froggie’s first performance 
was running very late, due not only 
to an overlate start (as was per 
usual for that week) but also due to 
an additional act adding a further 
thirty minutes to the proceedings. 


In the final analysis, Froggie’s 
supporters recognise that he is 
highly talented and a complete 
personality. 


Itneeds to be said, that not only can 
he puthis thoughts and feelings into 
words, but, that he is well able to 
turn them around, displaying all the 
feelings he had put into the words, 
and, moreover, he has a unique gift 
of being able to reach out and touch 
the audience. For any writer or 
poet to be truly great, he must feel, 
think and imagine the pains and 
pleasures of the human condition— 
Raymond Froggatt is such a man, 
he wears no mask, unconsciously, 
preconsciously and consciously, he 
expresses his reality — such aman 
is rare! 


Yours sincerely. 
Joy L. Aldridge, 
Tadley, 

Hants. 


Dear Editor, 


Reading C.M.R.U. has changed my 
life, I'll tell you why. Having been 

a country music fan at heart all my 
life, but never mixing with like 
minded people, the opposite in fact, 
as | have always had to bow to 
others taste in music. Now in my 
mid-forties, realising I’ve only 
myself to please, | was at a loss 
with whattodo. Then agood friend 
loaned me some books on 
American pioneering history, from 
this | have found a love of Indian art, 
and interested in there way of life. | 
now make my own Indian beadwork 
which | love doing. 


On the recommendation of my 
friend | placed an order for your 
C.M.R.U. from my paper shop. | 
decided to go to my first country 
music festival, which was 
Peterborough. Having overcome 
small obstacles like not knowing 
how to get there, where to stay and 
having to go on my own, | hada 
wonderful time and enjoyed every 
minute. Even being alone and 
having no one to speak to for four 
days did not spoil it for me. | find 
it impossible to visit country music 
clubs on my own, but | feel that 
country music festivals are the 
answer. There must be many 
women like myself who wish to be 
part of the country music scene of 
today, but find problems getting 
involved when they are single. | 
even wore some of my Indian 
beadwork when | was at 
Peterborough, my hope being to 
meet people with similar interest, 
and I’m sure | will in time. 


C.M.R.U. is very informative, both in 
what's on and where, and most 
important to some one like myself is 
being able to learn about the artists, 
lots of them are new to me. 
Peterborough may have had a few 
problems but to me it was magic. 
And what a good idea to have the 
Sunday Morning Gospel Show. | 
look forward with interest and 
pleasure to what lies ahead and 
hope to visit lots more country music 
festivals. 

| would like to thank you and your 
team for the good job you are doing. 


Yours sincerely, 


Joan A. Du Feu, 
Eccleston, 
St. Helens, Merseyside. 


Dear Editor, 


We would like to take this 
opportunity in thanking all the 
bands who have appeared for our 
charity festival at Quaffers, 
Stockport, in aid of Guide Dogs for 
the Blind Association. 


We would especially like to thank 
Randy Blue and Stu Page for the 
‘extra spot’. A cheque for the sum 
of £1000.00 was presented to Mrs 
Birch who is the area 
representative. 


Finally, thanks to all country music 
fans who attended this super day 
and all members of Bredbury 
Country Music Club who helped to 
make it a success. 


Sorry to say none of our local press 
showed up to give it more publicity, 
maybe next year. 


Bredbury C.M.C. Organisers, 
Ged and Jean, 

52 Oxford Drive, 

Woodley, 

Stockport, 

Cheshire. 


Dear Editor, 


| would like you to print this warning 
to any country singers or bands who 
might come into contact with a man 
named Tommy Summers. Please 

don't accept any bookings from him. 


He booked my husband Jeff Cliffson 
for the Tennessee CMC in 
Stockwell S. London for last week. 
We went, it was a round trip of 

438 miles. When we got there we 
were told the show had been 
cancelled. We had a four hour 
journey there and back and spent 
nearly £30 on petrol all for 

nothing. Even so we were not so 
unlucky as The Cotton Mill Boys 
who were there a fortnight 
previously. They did a full show 
and when they went to look for 
Tommy Summers at the end of the 
evening for their fee he was no 
where to be found. He had taken all 
the door money, raffle money also 
| believe the total was over £500. 


We rang Mr Summers number only 
to be told ‘no-one of that name lives 
here’. The Cotton Mill Boys went to 
his address and they were told by 
the lady who answered the door that 
no-one of that name lived there. He 
even got the landlord of the hotel, 
where the CMC was held, to pay 
him £60 for advertising in the local 
press. 

Thank goodness things like that 
don’t happen very often in country 
music. 

Many thanks 

Joan Cliffson 

Bridge Farm The Forge Chirk 

Nr Wrexham N. Wales 


Eds Comment .. Does anyone know of, or the 
where abouts of Mr Tommy Summers as we 
would like to offer him the full right to reply! 


Dear Editor, 


Thank you once again for a most 
enjoyable and interesting C.M.R.U. 
Pity it doesn't come out twice each 
month!! 

May | thought your pages say a big 
thank you to Wally Whyton, Jim 
Marshall and Bob Powel for their 
most recent, enjoyable radio shows. 
We appreciated hearing from Wally 
in Texas and | was interested to 
hear how Jim and the B.C.M.A. 
members were enjoying their trips. 
| gather ‘hot and hectic’ was the 
theme for their holiday! 


We were sad to hear Bob Powel’s 
last show on Saturday Oct ist. 
We've enjoyed listening to Bob for 
many years (he did ‘Radio London’. 
for seventeen years) We must have 
been the luckiest listeners in this 
country!! Thank you Bob for many 
hours of listening pleasure. 


Can | just pass one comment — 

re the TRI-SON NEWS (Oct issue) 
— quote ‘Talking with the Legends 
of Country Music, written by Alanna 
Nash... . interviewing such 
celebrities as Hank Williams Jr, 
Willie Nelson, the Judds and more’ 
— | would hardly call the Judds 
LEGENDS!? Just how long do 
singers have to be ‘IN’ country 
music before they are considered 
Legends!!?? Pleasant, popular, 
yes! but legends — hardly! 


Finally, may | ask if you had any 
comments re my idea that it’s about 
time Faron Young was honoured 
with an award for his great 
contribution to Country Music? Now 
there is a true legend!! 


Best wishes, 


Jean Earle, 
Shirley, Croydon, Surrey. 


Dear Editor, 


| would like, through your letters 
page, to thank all those people at 
Cayton Bay, Scarborough, and 
Rockley Sands, Poole for their 
concern for my health and good 
wishes for my recovery. | was 
disappointed that | was too ill to 
appear in front of so many of our 
friends and fans at both these 
events. 


The British Country Music circuit 
canbe along, hardslog, so itis very 
heartening to know that so many 
people do seem to care about you. 


Yours sincerely, 
lona 
(of IONA and ANDY) 


Dear Editor, 

With regard to this months CMRU, 
as soon as | collected it from my 
supplier | flicked straight throught 

it to guess what page, yes your 
probably right, ‘Letters To The 
Editor’. 

| began reading the letters, and to 
be very honest with you | was not 
the slightest bit surprised to find yet 
another letter with what | call 
libelious remarks about the best 
country music D.J. inthe country, do 
| need to mention the name lan 
Ashcroft, it's been printed that much 
lately everyone who reads your 
paper should know what | mean. 
Actually | was rather annoyed as the 
bad seems to outweigh the good 
most of the time over lan. O.K. 
there was a nice letter printed as 
well from a fan in Yorkshire, but let’s 
face it there must have been a hell of 
a lot more in praise of lan, as | 
myself sent one and also a friend 
and colleague of mine, being 

Mr J.R. Price, 30 Pottery Close 
Whiston, Mersyside. None of these 
were published for some unknown 
reason. 

| feel as will many others, that lan 
should be left alone now, after all 
there must be other groups etc; that 
people could libel, as let’s face it you 
can’t please all the people all the 
time, the nearest you can get is to 
please most of the people all of the 
time and that is what lan Ashcroft 
trys his very best to do, and let's 
face it he can’t do more than that. 


Thank you for your space, 


Mrs B Mortimore and Friends, 
North Front, 

Halsnead Park, 

Whiston. 


Eds Comments: That's it folks on this one . . 
One mans meat as they say. 


Dear Editor, 


I'm writing to ask for a subscription 
of Country Music Round Up. I’m 
Portuguese and I’m here in England 
on holiday but | would like to receive 
the country newspaper at my home 
in Portugal, since | consider it the 
best country music news paper I’ve 
ever seen. 


! would like to receive this 
newspaper beginning with Vol. XII 
No. XIl. 


Yours sincerely, 


Jorge David A. Mendes. 
2825 Monte de Caparica, Portugal. 


Thank you very much! 
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Have a Country 
Christmas with 


George 
Hamilton IV 


‘In a Service of 
Lessons 


NATIONWIDE TOUR 
OF CHURCHES 


NOVEMBER 
Sat 26th 
Sun 27th 
Mon 28th 
Tues 29th 
Wed 30th 


DECEMBER 
Thurs 1st 
Fri 2nd 

Sat 3rd 
Sun 4th 
Mon 5th 
Tues 6th 
Wed 7th 


HOUNSLOW, 01 890 5421 
KENSINGTON, 01 998 7648 (Home) 
WATFORD, 0923 249130 
NORWOOD, 01 771 9976 (Home) 
NOTTINGHAM, 01 476 4021 (Home) 


SOUTHWARK, As above. 
LEIGHTON BUZZARD, 0525 237700 
ESSEX, 04738 7244 

SUFFOLK, As above. 

ST. IVES, 0736 797533 
LAUNCESTON, 0566 5901 (Eve) 
BRISTOL, 0272 837455 (Home) 


DECEMBER 

Thurs 8th POOLE, 0258 55340 

Fri 9th MARKET HARBOROUGH, 0858 32006 (Home) 
Sat 10th BIGGIN HILL, 0959 71667 

Sun 11th TEWKESBURY, 0684 72396 

Mon 12th | SOUTHPORT, 0704 386648 (Office) 
Tues 13th LINCOLN, 0522 542166 

Wed 14th GRIMSBY, 0472 72392 (Home) 

Thurs 15th BRADFORD, 0274 678823 

Fri 16th NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 0912 764713 
Sat 17th HAMILTON, 0698 828616 

Sun 18th EDINBURGH, As above 

Mon1Sth WIGAN, 0942 47940 (Home) 

Tues 20th MANCHESTER, 061 2246432 

Wed 21st BLACKPOOL, 061 7365065 


Organiser: PAUL DAVIS, New Music Enterprises, Telephone 0525 237700 
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ALL CHANGE FOR 
PICCADILLY RADIO’S 
‘COUNTRY COUSINS’ 


@ Did you know.... 
Manchester's Piccadilly Radio has 
become two Radio Stations... . 


@ ‘PICCADILLY 1152’ 
broadcasting on medium wave 
only (1152 KHz), ‘KEY 103° 
broadcasting on VHF only (103 
FM) and each Radio Station now 
has it’s own country music 
programme. 


@ ‘COUNTRY COUSINS’ has 
moved to a Sunday evening (8 to 
10 pm) with a new presenter... 
WAYNE DUTTON. .. with producer 
JOE FISH (in his 13th year) on 
‘PICCADILLY 1152’. 


@ ‘ROUTE 103’ is the name of the 
country programme on 
Wednesday's from 8 to 10 pm on 
“KEY 103’ .. . presented by STEVE 
MASKREY .. . also produced by 
JOE FISH. 


@ For more details ring: 
061 236 9913 or 0204 55001. 


STOP PRESS 


@ Top Canadian country-pop 
outfit BLUE RODEO played two 
London dates in September — 
appearing at the Mean Fiddler on 
12th September, and playing the 
following night, 13th September at 
the new Marquee. 

@ The new Warners LP from 
Crystal Gayle is ‘Nobody's Angel’. 


For the fifth 

consecutive year 
The Judds have scored success at 
the Country Music Association 
awards. Naomi and Wynonna were 
named Vocal Duo Of The Year and 
follows on from three previous 
years’ success as the Vocal Group 
Of The Year. (Some of the CMA 
award categories’ were redefined 
for the 1988 ceremonies). The 
Judds’ initial CMA success came 
in 1984 when the mother and 
daughter duo won the Horizon 
award which recognises the 
achievements of new artists. 


@ The Vocal Duo accolade is The 
Judds’ latest award success this 
year. Earlier in the year they 
named Top Vocal Duet by the 
Academy of Country Music and 
Duet Of The Year at the Music 


judds 


tor The 


City News Awards while, in Britain 
they won the Most Popular Duo 
category, for the third consecutive 
year, at the CMRU International 
Country Music Awards. 


@ The Judds ‘Greatest Hits’ — 
currently No.2 in the Billboard 
Country Album Charts and No.80 in 
the Pop Charts — has just been 
released in Britain and contains 
six more tracks than the U.S 
release. The album includes all of 
the duo’s U.S. single releases, 
eleven of which have made the 
number one spot. 


@ ‘Greatest Hits’ is available on 
album (PL 90243), cassette 

(PK 90243) and compact disc 
(PD 90243). 


NOVEMBER 1988 


@ This month sees album time come around again — with the titles of 63 
albums hidden in the grid, what you have to do when you find them is 
match them against the artists listed below. Remember it’s up down or 
across either way or diagonally to put the stars ‘on record’. 


NOODV-OrFSHAVSFAMCHVOARHHDOMO 
I-<mMMZOHMHODMZDOOZMOLYSA-]ZMM 
QOLTSFDV--MAwHVMHMOAN--sSsZz<D-O 
CrSIMM-HHVZSH-HOHZIH-MPFry 
HA>DSDO-OMAZVOWOFITIF-SCvZOMO>y 
AZ<MC-OHF>-—M-MIuH VSEMMOFOS-—ZOH 


O-~BxAOTOmMIMYDsAx<xZOMOoD~ VAVWANS 
NOM =O [11S mo + aso < CoS =e 
OVEVTAVNOMNAYSYSSEMIcsSs<xNMDOODO 
OA-MP>CrHOTMHNOZHSMHZ>SEYPIMAMIOXT 
SDVOD> ~IBrVWIeosnsasow oes OS a> 
Oi ae OG om Or GO Ne. = se> Ou Ora 
SVG) (ll p= at Opty i: kee Sie, eS eet 
G) Di DODO OO e Ui =< Zim sma 2 2S, me 
© O> = 22 ote 22 SSS SS a OS SS @ 
a ls © Ai lie © Ml = ON eee MO ine rr Or 
S210 ESO) Ge tee a aes ee ot AN ee es Tt 
<> © 0a Ul Ol TIO SS) = OS OL) 2 
cdo eke! Gi (Oo) ol (ORso) (W@W) < Sirsa @) Sh asee (9) 
OMMZ>MOr-MBAXZHOY<HFMIUMCSAF.Z 
Zr><DONO<OMIAXOS-~SVONOMFFYOr>Y 
Dumler 5 2 emma lea age a > ah Yo ot Se Re 
22 We mS) A STS At ZS MS MeO 
i A kos eo ban @) ule Congo lap hea (Oph p= ts ji eee os Ofil pial liom (en 
(ee) ao) Bide) See | nal eool nee | ee (SO hupdie (ul adic 8 3-0) [nx 


The artists you need to find the albums for are:- 


1. Tompall Glaser. 22. Shelley West. 43. Mickey Gilley. 

2, Johnny Cash. 23. David Allan Coe. 44. Albert Lee. 

3. John Conlee. 24. Statler Bros. 45. Barbara Mandrell. 
4. Lacy J. Dalton. 25. Barbara Fairchild. 46. Gary Morris. 

5. Janie Frickie. 26. Tammy Wynette. 47. Randy Travis. 

6. Emmylou Harris. 27. Bobby Bare. 48. Don Williams. 

7. New Grass Revival. 28. Joe Ely. 49. Lee Greenwood. 
8. Billy Walker. 29. Eddie Rabbit. 50. Hank Williams. 

9. Moe Bandy. 30. Patsy Cline. 51. Alabama. 

10. Michael Johnson. 31. Oakridge Boys 52. Dolly Parton. 

11. Jimmy Buffett. 32. Sylvia. 53. Restless Heart. 
12. Marie Osmond. 33. Mel McDaniel. 54. Judds. 

13. Bill Anderson. 34, Mark Gray. 55. Lyle Lovett. 

14. Hoyt Axton. 35. Nicolette Larson. 56. Tanya Tucker. 
15. Waylon Jennings. 36. The Whites. 57. Forester Sisters. 
16. George Jones. 37. Dan Seals. 58. Merle Haggard. 
17. Ronnie Milsap. 38. Reba McEntire. 59. Holly Dunn. 

18. Charley Pride. 39. Sawyer Brown. 60. Kris Kristofferson. 
19. Kenny Rogers. 40. Ed Bruce. 61. Steve Wariner. 
20. Gene Watson. 41. Steve Earle. 62. Nitty Gritty Dirt Band. 
21. Razzy Bailey. 42. Larry Gatlin. 63. T.G. Sheppard. 


Post your entries to reach this office not later than 30th November ’88 


SEPTEMBER ANSWERS 
1. Vera Lynn. 15. Val Doonican. 29. Brenda Lee. 
2. Julie Andrews. 16. Marianne Faithfull. 30. Geoff Love. 
3. Tom Jones. 17. Guy Mitchell. 31. Byrds. 
4. Dean Martin. 18. Joan Baez. 32. Buddy Holly. 
5. Roger Whittaker. 19. Elvis Costello. 33. Eric Clapton. 
6. Bill Haley. 20. Kay Starr. 34, J.J. Barrie. 
7. George Burns. 21. Gordon McCrae. 35. Charlene. 
8. Bonnie Tyler. 22. Diane Soloman. 36. Dana. 
9. Pat Boone. 23. Twiggy. 37. Frankie Laine. 
10. Teresa Brewer. 24. Connie Francis. 38. Bonnie Raitt. 
11. Henry Mancini. 25. Little Feat. 39. Dr Hook. 
12. Rosemary Clooney. 26. Barbara Dickson. 40. Englebert Humperdinck. 
13. Bing Crosby. 27. Bobby Gentry. 41. Nana Mouskouri. 
14. Ray Charles. 28. Ringo Starr. 42. Dave Edmunds. 
September Wordsearch Winner 
Mr. L. Roberts, Greyhound Lane, Streatham SW18. 
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@ The Frank Erwin Centre in 
downtown Austin, is a 17,000 seater in 
the round, with comfortable seats and 
a perfect view of the stage from 
anywhere in the auditorium. 


@ Ata few minutes past the hour of 
eight, support act Patty Loveless and 
her Band took the stage. Looking 
lovely in her ‘Nudie’ type jacket, blue 
jeans and knee high cowboy 

boots. (The same outfit now graces 
her new MCA album released this 
month in the USA). 


@ With three albums under her belt, 
these days, Patty can fill a forty minute 
spot with any number of memorable 
songs and that she did with help froma 
superb band... During her spot. she 
mentioned the name George Strait, 
several times... each time, the teen 
girls in the audience raised the roof 
with their screams. A word about the 
audience. Mums, Dads, kids, old folk, 
teen girls and at least a couple of 
thousand Strait clones (pun intended). 
sitting through the show with their 
white straw stetson jammed firmly on 
their heads, white Western shirts and 
Wrangler jeans with the crease down 
the front! 


@ When Patty finished her spot to 
generous applause, there was a break 
for the audience to sample the food 
stalls around the perimeter of the hall, 
serving mainly Mexican quick food like 
nachos and burritos. Soft drinks as 
well but no alcohol in any 

form. Merchandising stalls ringed the 
place as well with a bewildering 
variety of T-shirts and tour jackets. 


@ George Straits Band played a 
couple of warm up numbers, before 
George came on to a tumultous 


By Wally Whyton 


barrage of screams and cheers... So 
different to when he first signed to MCA 
more than a decade ago, no sign of the 
raw talent I'd seen then... This man 
was a magician in the way he 
controlled his audience. He ran 
through the ‘Best Of from Volume One 
to Volume Ten; new songs, old Bob 
Willis songs and the crowd knew every 
single instrumental opening to every 
song and reacted to their own personal 
favourites. In this concert | think! 
heard the best version ever of the 
Lovesick Blues, other than ole’ Hank’s 
original, plus a totally fresh approach 
to John Cash's Folsom Prison Blues 
that made me listen with new 

ears... Atany point in the proceedings, 
George would wander off mike and 
head for the corners of the stage, 
where the faithful held up albums, 
boots, underwear and goodness knows 
what else to be autographed by this 
local boy made good! 


@ But when George took offto sign his 
name the band took off 
instrumentally... and treated the crowd 
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AUSTIN, TEXAS 


to some superb solos, some extended 
to five minutes or more. And what a 
band! All Texans and local lads except 
for one from Oklahoma. 


@ From all over the auditorium, 
people filed down to the front of the 
stage to pop off flash bulbs, or to stand 
and gape, even offering up their kids 
for George to touch! Through it all, he 
sang and smiled, occasionally turning 
his back to the audience to ‘show off 
his buns’ as the girl next to me put 

it! Then after almost two hours non- 
stop entertainment, he took off his 
white stetson, hurled it frisbee-style a 
couple of hundred yards into the 
audience (who fell on it like a pack of 
Beagles) and he was gone!... but... 
Five minutes of non stop screaming, 
cheering and solid applause, brought 
him back, this time wearing a truckers 
cap. On went the songs and on went 
this extraordainary Texan party. When 
he did finally leave the stage, the 
crowd knew he'd given everything and 
left with the buzz of a great evening had 
by all. i 


@ Personally this was probably the 
best evening I've ever spent all thanks 
to George Strait and the Ace In The 
Hole Band, Patty Loveless and her 
Band - and that wonderful, friendly, 
warm hearted and appreciative crowd 
in Austin, Texas. Thank you folks! 


FOOTNOTE: When | met George 
afterwards, and tried to chat with my 
voice just about shot from cheering, 
the important part of the interview 
came when he said he would definitely 
be visiting Europe next year with 
possible dates in London, Dublin and 
mainland Europe, in the early Summer. 
| just hope he brings that crowd and 
Patty Loveless with him. 


and the Carolinas. 


Tel: 01734 7971 


Specialist in Original Travel 


Take your choice from our range of spectacular special interest tours — thrill to the 
sounds of true Jazz, from New Orleans to Cincinnati; discover the fascinating folklore 
of Tennessee and Kentucky; explore the battlegrounds of the bloody Civil War; live like 
the “Cotton Barons” on real Plantations or just enjoy a few rounds of golf on some of 
the best courses in the world then relax on the beautiful golden beaches of Virginia 
These are just some of the [crass 
exciting options open to you ona Classic Tours} a j0-da 
holiday. To find out more, including visiting 
the horse farms of Kentucky and Tennessee. 
Write, phone or call for brochure. 
CLASSIC TOURS 
ORIENTOURS (London) Ltd. 
Dept CMR Kent House, 87 Regent St, 
London WIR 8LS 


ABTA/ATOL 781 B 


TOURS TO THE 
DEEP SOUTH 


IC TOUR OF AMERICAN MUSIC 
y tour featuring 
New Orleans, Memphis, 
Nashville and 
Kentucky Bluegrass. 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC 
AND FOLKLORE 
A 10-day tour featuring 
Washington D.C., the 
Great Smoky Mountains 
and Nashville. 
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OP-SINGLES -TOP -ALBUMS 


Billboard 


FOR WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 22, 1988 


Compiled from a national sample of radio playlists. 


LE ARTIST 
PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


@ TANYA TUCKER 
GONNA SERA TARE LoTor A LOT O OFF aver @ THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 
J.BOWEN (J.KURHAJETZ, M. MCA 53381 


Dee «| Bees anes 
R.CHANCEY (GEIGER, MULLIS, RECTOR) 44205 
Onn SUMMER WIND @ THE DESERT ROSE BAND 
P.WORLEY,E.SEAY (C.HILLMAN, S.HILL) 53354/MCA 


SI] 7 | a | u | RUNAWAY TRAIN @ ROSANNE CASH 
R.CROWELL (J.STEWART) COLUMBIA 38-07988/CBS 
OBREE BLUE TO THE BONE SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO 
.GARVIN, B.JONES) COLUMBIA 38-07985/CBS 
ID] u | uw | i | SEWSH NEW ane OF BLUE SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
PACIFIC, J.E.NORMAN (J.MCFEE, A.PESSIS) WARNER BROS. 7-27790 


®] 3 | 5 | 22 | WHAT DO_YOU WANT FROM ME THIS TIME @ FOSTER AND LLOYD 
B.LLOYD,R.FOSTER (R.FOSTER, B. RCA 8633-7 
OBnEE SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIAL CONWAY TWITTY 
STWITTY,D.HENRY (O.BLACKWELL, L.BASTIAN) MCA 53373 


| | as | 0 | Heart (O'HARA, K.WELCH) DON WILLIAMS 


TOP-SINGLES -TOP -ALBUMS 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 


LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* 


2 Patty i | RANDY TRAVIS A wmen onos 25738030) (co) OLD 8X10 
| 3 | 3 | 2 | 9 | THE JUDDSAcA‘cuns e316-1/RcA’6.98) (Co GREATEST HITS 
| 4 | 6 | 5 | 9 | RESTLESS HEART Acassi7.1 698) co BIG DREAMS IN A SMALL TOWN 
Pe [Spe] S| ktommcmmmee THB WOMAN | 
Fe [C(t HCL Ie mnencarnem aon co —_WADSTREAR 
PELE] 2 | oansensoomamnwen CEN | 
Peo [a | 2 | Reaawcenrcncncioceon ey C= 
DAC ae | «| rawr TvoKERowa aman em STRONG ENOUGHTO BEND | 
| 10 | 10 | 10 | 30 | GEORGE STRAIT @ mca4zi14(098) (co) IF YOU AIN'T LOVIN’ YOU AIN'T LIVIN’ 
rir [ie far] «| Tweoncmoae sore wccnsaon cy WONONGAFELA | 
Pa [| 7 | anor Ts amervos mien co AWWS FOREVER | 
GD [ MEW | 1 | ROK VAN SHELTON cams en ———_—_=LOWNE PROOF 
Pi [1 [| | eR VAN SHELTON © canes eo WADEVEDOREAN | 
| 15 | 18 | 13 | 65 | ROSANNE CASH coumen 40777/c8s (co) KING'S RECORD SHOP 
pa [is] + [want srsaenes or | 
FA | 5 | ROONEY CROWELL unmusarece cn BAWERDS&ORT_ 
Bo Gl 


| 19 | ALABAMA @ rca 6825-2(9.98) (Co) ALABAMA LIVE 
VERN GOSDIN co.umeia 40982/C8S (CD) CHISELED IN STONE 
a SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO covumeia 40614/c8S (CO) ONE TIME, ONE NIGHT 
EW,ED [| 23 | K.D. LANG sine 25724/WARNER BROS. (8.98) (CD) SHADOWLAND 


ra pw || | KEITH WHITLEY rca 6494-1 (8.98) (co) DON'T CLOSE YOUR EYES 


(24)| 25 | 2 | 5 | 1. GRAHAM BROWN carro: 48621 (8.98) (co) COME AS YOU WERE 
| 25 | a | a | 122 | RANDY TRAVIS 42 WARNER BROS. 1.25435 (8.98) (CD) STORMS OF LIFE 


© Recording industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) certification for sales of 1 million units. 


A RIAA certification for sales of 2 million units. 


Products with the greatest airplay this week. @ Videoclip availability. 


= 


certification for sales of 500,000 units. & RIAA certification for sales of 1 million units, with each additional million indicated by a 


@ Albums with the greatest sales gains this week. (CD) Compact disk available. Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) 
numeral following the symbol. 


Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications Inc. 
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aD] 7 | 2 | 8 | I'VE BEEN LOOKIN’ NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND 
J.LEO (J.IBBOTSON, J.HANNA) WARNER BROS. 7-22750 

OBE LL LEAVE THIS WORLD LOVING YOU @ RICKY VAN SHELTON 
|G 16 | 19 | 10 | BOOGIE Se FIDDLE COUNTRY BLUES @ THE CHARLIE DANIELS BAND 
J.STROUD (C.DANIELS, T.DIGREGARIO, T.CRAIN, C.HAYWARD, J.GAVIN) EPIC 34-08002/CBS 

lula} s|uls BUTTON OFF MY SHIRT RONNIE MILSAP 
.GALBRAITH,K.LEHNING (G.LYLE, B.LIVSEY) RCA 8389-7 

| wf alr |t 1 KNOW HOW HE FEELS @ REBA MCENTIRE 
.BOWEN,R.MCENTIRE (R.BOWLES, W.ROBINSON) MCA 53402 
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Oy Se srr anes ET IOE ROYAL 
@D| «| 2 | 9 | SHRED M STONE VERN SOS 
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ID 2 | | 9 | THAT'S THAT @ MICHAEL JOHNSON 
B.MAHER (H.PRESTWOOD) RCA 8650-7 

| 2 | 2 | w | YOU CAN'T FALL IN LOVE WHEN YOU'RE CRYIN’ LEE GREENWOOD 
J.BOWEN,L. GREENWOOD (L.GREENWOOD) MCA 53386 

fafa fof at 
R.BENNETT,I RCA 8304-7 

@| w | a] s | REBELS REBELS WITHOUT A CLUE THE BELLAMY BROTHERS 
MCA/CURB 53399/MCA 

WHEN YOU a acta AT ALL @ KEITH WHITLEY 
G.FUNDIS,K. WHITLEY (P.OVERSTREET, D.SCHLITZ) RCA 8637-7 


wkexFP - RPLAY & & & 
@ RESTLESS HEART 
RCA 8714-7 
@] 5 | 7 | 8 | Seen eeNene srrewmcrom em anon | 
oo a eee 
GD] 38 | 6 | 5 | LOVE HELPS THOSE PAUL OVERSTREET 
J.STROUD (P.OVERSTREET) MT™ 72113 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


@ [twas the second time this year 
that the charming young lady from 
Texas had played the U.E.A., and 
she found a room packed with many 
friends, opening with ‘Lone Star 
State Of Mind’: just a taste of things 
tocome. The Blue Moon Orchestra 
consists of Nanci on rhythm. bass 
guitar, lead guitar. drums, and 
James Hooker on keyboards, who 
has contributed on several of 

Ms. Griffith's songs. The audience 
was, in the main, a U.E.A. music 
audience, but there were several 
familiar faces present from the local 
country music scene. also several 
band members. 


@ || Wish It Would Rain’ and ‘The 
Outbound Plane’. from the ‘Little 
Love Affairs’ album, then a solo with 
her guitar — ‘Love At The Five And 
Dime’. joined after a while by three 
band members who provided 
a-capella backing. This treatment 
of the well-known number about a 
major chain store was particularly 
wellreceived. Then ‘Trouble In The 
Fields’ which she said she was 
asked to write as a tribute to the 
farmers of today in the United 
States from the farmers of 
yesterday 


By 
June Wilson 


@ Once InA Very Blue Moon’. 
from the new album ‘One Fair 
Summer Evening’, and then a song 
telling the story of Crazy Horse: 
followed by “Last Of The True 
Believers’ and ‘Never Mind’. ‘| 
Don't Want To Talk About Love 
Now (co-written by James Hooker). 
then audience recognition for the 
superb ‘Mary Margaret’. A new (as 
yet unrecorded) song — tribute to 
Loretta Lynn — ‘Listen To The 
Radio’. and then a tremendous 
reception for ‘From A Distance’, it’s 
message of peace and hope finding 
many welcome listeners 


@ After telling the tale of alady from 
Salt Lake City who piled five kids in 
the car and went off to seek fame 
and fortune — the up-tempo ‘Ford 
Econoline’. (The whole audience 
seemed familiar with all but her very 
newest material). and the band then 
left the stage. to return for an encore 
Love Wore A Halo’, with plenty of 
audience participation on the words 
‘before the war’. and a mass of 


NANCI GRIFFITH GOES TO THE 
UNIVERSITY OF EAST ANGLIA 


swaying bodies showed that this 
super crowd (who listened when 
she sang), would rock when she 
rocked And rock she did, encore 
number two ‘The Ballad Of Robert 
Weatherfield’ had them dancing in 
the aisles. and Nanci Griffith and her 
Blue Moon Orchestra finally left the 
stage to tumultuous applause and 
total appreciation. 


@ A wonderful night, the sound 
was marvellous, engineered on 
Stage and also centre room, and an 
audience so completely at one with 
the performer. An evening of 
superb musical abilities, quiet 
professionalism and casual 
appreciation (many of the audience 
sitting on the floor). not an occasion 
for ‘gear’ but of young, modern 
casual wear, Ms. Griffith dressed 
simply in a white blouse and dark 
baggy trousers, sporting a ‘Texas’ 
brooch. western tie and also a 
shorter. more bobbed hairstyle 


@ Anevening containing so many 
good things, but the main criteria 
was.... YOUTH. ‘Folkability’ she 
had been called, but Nanci Griffith is 
modern country music at it’s very 
best 


THE WORLD OF COUNTRY MUSIC 


‘Where will Nashville’s walk-in wonders get their breaks’ 
ponders Gerry Wood in a recent Billboard edition. The 
corporate surge has overtaken the pioneer spirit. He goes on... 


0: upon a time Nashville was as easy as ABC. Now it’s 
as complex as SBK, BMG, TNN, CMT, WC, and PolySo- 
mething. Somewhere between the halcyon years of OK and 
A-OK, Nashville not only lost its creative identity but a 
sizable swath of its corporate soul. The sleepy Southern 
village that gave America music from its soul in the ‘50s 
and ’60s became the darling of corporate (namely New 
York and Los Angeles) overtures in the ‘70s, and suc 
cumbed to the almighty dollar in the 80s. 


It wasn’t a pretty sight. Publishing companies that had 
given an ear to every wayward wunderkind who wandered 
into town with tape in hand, heart in throat, and thoughts on 
the charts ... these firms became the biggest and best that 
Nashville could offer the world. They gave more breaks to 
more fledgling talents than any businesses since the Brill 
Building boomed in the Big Apple. 


Preying Sharks 


It's unfair to picture the conglomerates, some multina- 
tional, as sharks preying on the small fish in the pond of 
Nashville. Many Nashville publishers sold their firms then 
cried swampfulls of crocodile tears all the way to the bank 
when they suddenly became multimillionaires. But big fish 
eating small fish sometimes is an accurate metaphor. 


“The conglomerates wound up eating us for lunch,” says 
John Denny who saw the Cedarwood catalog slip into the Po- 
lydor paunch to the benefit of most all concerned. Denny, 
now head of the Denny Music Group, feels the move was a 
good one although he pines for the days of the pioneers— 
the Vic McAlpins, Bob Tuberts, Harlan Howards, and Kris 
Kristoffersons who somehow magically appeared every 
morning on the doorstep of some publisher or producer, 
saying, “Let me sing you my latest song.”’ Denny claims that 
pioneer spirit is “horribly missed’’ now. ‘‘We have gained in 
money, but we've lost in spirit.” Referring to the new breed 
of Nashville’s mega-publishers, Denny concludes, ‘They 
have a lot of businesslike creative people. | liked the non- 
business creative people that made the business fun.” 


“It has certainly become big business,"’ agrees Roy 
Wunsch, senior VP of Nashville operations for CBS. ‘‘It’s 
much less of the front porch and family environment, and it 
has a much harder edge in terms of the competition in fight- 
ing for the slots for your artist.” Wunsch sees the conglom- 
erate surge affecting not only record companies but pub- 
lishers and radio. ‘| don't sense much allegiance in terms of 
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artists at radio. It’s more the song and production—and 
you're only as good as your last record." 


Steve Popovich, now head of PolyGram's Nashville office 


and formerly the chief of Cleveland International Records, 
has seen the situation from both sides. ‘Some of our senior 
executives from some companies here should get out and 
start their own record company and find out what the record 
business is all about,” opines the colorful Popovich. Though 
directing the fortunes of the Nashville branch of one of the 
world's largest entertainment webs, Popovich is still sensi- 
tive to his roots: ‘Every trend in the business has been start- 
ed by small record companies. New labels, new music, came 
out of these little nooks and crannies all over, the South 
mostly.” And Popovich has an eye for the future: ‘Absolute 
power corrupts, and there should be room for independent 
record companies and independent publishers. The big can 
get bigger, but there has got to be a balance between the 
two. Being big, a lot of times, stifles creativity if you're not 
careful.” 


One of Nashville's legendary entrepreneurs, Shelby Sin- 
gleton, has survived for more than two decades in the indie 
world, sometimes with outstanding success, sometimes with 
equally startling failure, and always with a charming blend of 
class and hype. One wouldn't expect Singleton to proffer 
positive points for conglomerates but he does note, ‘It gives 
artists the power of a big organization to promote them with 
lots of bucks.”’ But he worries about the opportunities for 
rising artists who are unsigned to a major: “If they don’t 
come in here with lots of money, they’re in trouble.” Single- 
ton predicts that most small labels will end up in a similar 
situation as the film business—distributed by majors. 


Business Trend 


Connie Bradley, head of ASCAP’s Southern operation, 
sees both positives and negatives in the Nashville business 
trend: “It's good in that you’ve got the good sound financial 
backing of the real money-makers,” she explains. ‘‘But it’s 
sad that a young, unknown songwriter is going to have a 
much more difficult time finding a publisher because most 
of these big publishing houses have a large staff and aren't 
really looking for outside writers.” Thus, believes Bradley, 
songwriters are finding it more difficult to get professionals 
to listen to, and evaluate, their tapes. 


SESAC's Dianne Petty, VP and director of affiliate rela- 
tions, has seen the Nashville scene sway for two decades— 
one with SESAC, the other at ABC Records. “I’m still trying 


to do business as | was groomed,” she advises, “as one hu- 
man being at a time, and keeping it personal.” Petty praises 
the SESAC environment, noting, ‘I have the luxury to do that 
because of the size of this company and’! have not had to 
become a corporate entity.” Her promotion of a K.T. Oslin 
tape that nobody wanted to listen to testifies to her belief 
that talent will win out in the end. She describes the con- 
glomerate crunch as the ‘Pac Man Effect’ in publishing: 
“It's a 10-year cycle. It’s like gobble, gobble, gobble.”’ But 
Petty believes the next cycle will be similar to the ‘60s when 
the indie writers and publishers flourished. 


BMI's Nashville chief Roger Sovine also favors an indie re- 
naissance. ‘| want to see more independent music publish- 
ers come back around,” says Sovine, a 20-year veteran of 
the Nashville music industry. He knows why most of Nash- 
ville’s major indie publishers have been gobbled by the big- 
gies. ‘That's when you really make the big bucks as a pub- 
lisher.” 


But Sovine sees storm clouds ahead: “The only problem | 
have with the big conglomerates is that when they buy cata- 
logs, they only keep the cream-of-the-crop writers. The other 
writers the publishing company was working with—bringing 
along, teaching them how to write songs, making them bet- 
ter, critiquing—those people will have to find another place 
to write songs.” As the conglomerates buy up these compa- 
nies, there are fewer places for these writers to go. Conse- 
quently, observes Sovine, “We're sending a lot of potentially 
great songwriters back to Arkansas, back to the farm.” 


Positive Side 


Sovine is also quick to praise the positive side of the con- 
glomerate picture: “They have all the money in the world 
and the wherewithal to make those record deals because 
they're usually label-related or have production companies 
in-house.” He also cites the “wonderful technological studio 
facilities” of some of the conglomerates and two additional 
advantages: ‘They act like banks for those songwriters in a 
lot of cases. And once you get your copyright established, 
they can take it anywhere you want to go with it because 
they have all those branch offices in all the other countries.” 

The lone major independent force in Nashville is Tree In- 
ternational, headed by Buddy Killen who claims, “The world 
continues to make me unbelievable offers. You’re stupid if 
you don't listen—it would take a phenomenal offer to get me 
to go ... but who knows?” So far, Killen has reportedly 
turned down several multimillion dollar offers. 


Killen cites the expenses of operating a publishing compa- 
ny, especially after ASCAP and BMI quit.giving advances, as 
reasons why smaller firms are quick to sell. But he sees in- 
novative indies as an important segment of the music busi- 
ness picture: ‘It took me 35 years to build Tree. There’s al- 
ways that kid who says, ‘I'm going to give this a shot.’ 
Somebody says, ‘I’ve got a few bucks’... and at first you 
don't pay much attention, but then suddenly he’s got five 
songs in the chart, 10 songs, and you wonder where the hell 
did he come from?” 


Reproduced by courtesy of Billboard Publications Inc. 
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Record Number of Breakthroughs Will Make It Tough for Next Wave 


In a recent Billboard article on the number of 
new artists making the Country top 20, 
Thomas Goldsmith wrote the following... 


Ti: unprecedented surge of new-artist breakthroughs in 
country is crowding radio playlists and creating a real 
challenge for still newer acts, music industry leaders say. 

No less than 38 new acts have cracked the Country Top 
20 during 1986, 1987, and the first eight months of 
1988, according to Billboard chart figures compiled by 
journalist/executive John Lomax Ill. 

Record company execs agree that recent years have seen 
a record number of first-time chart artists; most say that 
makes things tough for the newest kids in town. 

“For the next wave of new artists, they'll not only have to 
go against the accepted superstars, but also against this 
wave of the past couple of years,” says Bruce Hinton, execu- 
tive VP and GM, MCA Records/Nashville. “It’s going to take 
a powerhouse record and more. It's not as though we've got 
a bunch of hula hoops out there; we've got some quality art- 
ists, and it’s not as though they’re going to suddenly stop 

RSA 


the great music.” © 


The new artist class of 1988, based on top 20 success, 
includes Patty Loveless, Jo-El Sonnier, the McCarter Sisters, 
Shenandoah, Larry Boone, Skip Ewing, Mike Reid and, sur- 
prisingly, Rodney Crowell. 

Their names are added to a long list of such successful 
new acts as Randy Travis, Dwight Yoakam, Highway 101, 
the O’Kanes, Ricky Van Shelton, Sweethearts Of The Rodeo, 
K.T. Oslin, Foster & Lloyd, Michael Johnson, Steve Earle, 
Lyle Lovett, the Desert Rose Band, T. Graham Brown, David 
Lynn Jones, Holly Dunn, Judy Rodman, and SKB. 

“We had a high-water mark year before last that, as near 
as I'm able to tell, was the most new artists ever in country,” 
says Airborne Records VP Lomax, who analyzes chart infor- 
mation for Music Row magazine. “The last four years we've 
had a turnover of more than 40 new acts to break through, 
which is tremendous in terms of having new blood trans- 
fused into the system. It looks as though we are in a real 
high period, because up to ’85 we were running six to 
seven new artists a year.” 

Randy Goodman, RCA Records/Nashville VP for artist 
development, traces the new-artist trend back to one of 
his label’s most successful acts. ‘In 1980, Alabama was 
one of the first new acts to come along—then it started 
to break open,’’ Goodman says. “We've had K.T. Oslin, 
Foster & Lloyd, Jo-El Sonnier, and Keith Whitley on our 
label alone. We're finding that the country format is be- 
coming more like a contemporary format. That new de- 
mographic grew up on rock'n'roll and they’re used to new 
acts coming along.” 

Nashville’s majors and major independent ljabels are 
faced with a question prompted by their successes 
with new artists: should labels sit tight with 
country’s classes of 1986-’88—or keep 
developing new artists in hopes that listen- 
ers and radio will find a place for them? 

“We will be signing acts and not pulling 
back,”’ says Roy Wunsch, senior VP for 


Reproduced by courtesy of Billboard Publications Inc. 
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Nashville operations at CBS Records. “We're always looking 
for the new, unusual thing, the thing that knocks you down 
in terms of uniqueness.” 

The coordinated, in-depth effort required to offer a new 
artist a real chance at success takes about a year, Wunsch 
says. That means CBS will be “selectively aggressive” in 
signing acts who'll require an extensive development pro- 
cess, he says. 

“We're certainly going to keep looking for new talent and 
to make sure that our talent is better than anybody else’s 
talent,” says Martha Sharp, senior VP for A&R for Warner 
Bros. Records/Nashville. 

Sharp, who signed Travis to Warner Bros., says a portion 
of the country audience has come to resemble pop fans in 
expecting musical advances from an artist with each re- 
lease: ‘Some people would like to see acts progress, and 
some don’t like it to be different—they don’t want Randy 
Travis to be any different from what he is,’ she says. 

Industry pundits agree that the surge of new talent means 
musical quality plays a greater role than ever in propelling 
records to chart success. ‘| think without question we're go- 
ing through a very extensive transition where a brilliant new 
artist with a wonderful piece of music has a shot right out of 
the box,” Hinton says. 

In another effect, established acts are finding significantly 
more competition than previously for sales and airplay. “It 
seems like radio stations and the public in general are judg- 
ing an artist on his songs a lot more than on his track rec- 
ord,” says Paul Lovelace, VP for promotions at Capitol Rec- 
ords Nashville. 

“If you start studying the chart, you see that a number of 
people are not having the success that they had three or 
four years ago. A lot of people that had top 10 records are 
having top 20 or 30 or 40 records.” 

In his dealings with country radio’s music directors and 
program directors, Lovelace has come up with one possible 
contributing factor for the receptive climate for new acts. 
“We're dealing with people at radio who represent a con- 
stant influx of people from different formats or people just 
breaking into the industry,” he says. 


“Any time you have that kind of influx you have people 
who take pride in discovering new artists. Sometimes they 
look at established acts as somebody discovered by the peo- 
ple that preceded them. Everybody wants to find his own 
gem.” 

The flood of new acts notwithstanding, working with art- 
ists who appeal to younger buyers make sense in terms of 
demographic buying patterns, says MTM Records CEO Alan 
Bernard: “‘If you look at all the majors, they are signing acts 
that aren't the traditional country acts. We did it because we 
made the decision that if we were going to get into the coun- 
try business, we didn’t want to do it in the traditional way. 
Traditionalists are probably tougher to sell; the people they 
play to are passive buyers. They listen a lot, but they don’t 
go out and buy.” 

Several labels are appealing to fans with another sort of 
“new” artist—the established star who's been off the charts 
for a while and reemerges, usually on a different label. Such 
veteran artists as CBS's Vern Gosdin, PolyGram’s Lynn An- 
derson and Johnny Cash and Airborne’s Mickey Gilley have 
popped back up after label changes in recent years. 

“Our thought with Mickey Gilley was that he had a lot of 
good miles left in him as an artist—his talents are certainly 
undiminished," Lomax says. “He’s a high-profile artist on 
the road and on television and in commercial work. Besides, 
we didn’t want to have everybody new on the label.” 

Another exec who favors a diverse roster is Steve Popo- 
vich, senior VP for Nashville operations at Mercury/Poly- 
Gram. “I've always thought a label has to balance the acts 
that have been around and also build the Kathy Matteas and 
David Lynn Joneses and Larry Boones. A mixture works best 
for us.” 


\\ 
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@ With no mail getting through last month's News File was unavoidably absent 
from these pages and it was impossible to give advance warning that the much 
postponed tour by Joe Ely and his band would at last take place in late 
October. The tour covered the country pretty well and | hope you managed to 
get to agig, butif not it seems likely that Joe will be returning in late November for 
some more dates. Joe's latest album, ‘Dig All Night’ (Demon FIEND 130), will 
be out by the time this goes to press, and onit he is backed by the same band he 
toured with, David Grissom (guitar), Jimmy Pettit (bass) and Davis McLarty 
(drums). | havea DEMONstration tape and can say up front that it’s a hot rockin’ 
mixture easily comparable to last year’s ‘Lord Of The Highway’, and in much the 
same mould. Tenexcellentsongs, all rather lengthy (an average running time of 
4:44 each), highlighted by the brilliant ‘Behind The Bamboo Shades’. 


@ Stillin Flatiander territory, it's great to see Jimmie Dale Gilmore enjoying ahit 
onthe American country and rock singles charts with his version of Townes Van 
Zandt’s ‘White Freightliner Blues’ (which also features on his UK released 
Demon album ‘Fair & Square). The success of the record shows that Jimmie 
has been inactive on the recording scene for far too long. It is impossible to 
leave the Flatlanders without mention of Butch Hancock, whois also the focus of 
newsworthy attention here in the UK. Butch will have his first ever UK release 
soon, a double ‘Best Of’ compilation, and his label are also planning to put outa 
new Hancock album next year. The new album by Green On Red, ‘Here Come 
The Snakes’ (Red Rhino), will not now be ready for release until about mid- 
November, and their ‘big big tour’ which was due to commence his month has by 
all accounts been back to coincide. Check any dates that might have been 
publicised before going along, as |’m toldit’s possible that the tour might not take 
place until the end of the month of maybe even December. 


@ |'m often amazed at the success TV ads achieve! ‘The Best Of Eagles’ 
(Asylum), which recently did so well on the UK charts, is exactly the same album, 
ith exactly the same tracks and exactly the same sleeve, as when it was orginally 
released some three years ago. Back then it was again released with Television 
promotion, and it also enjoyed similar chart success. Positive proof that 
advertising really does pay. 


@ The Stray Cats — Brian Setzer, Slim Jim Phantom and Lee Rocker — have 
reformed and will reunite with original producer Dave Edmunds to record a new 


ALTERNATIVE 


THE PALADINS JOHN HIATT 
THE PALADINS SLOW TURNING 
Big Beat WIK 64 A&M AMA 5206 


DRIVE SOUTH: TRUDY AND DAVE: 
TENNESSEE PLATES: ICY BLUE HEART: 
SOMETIME OTHER THAN NOW: GEORGIA 
RAE: RIDE ALONG: SLOW TURNING: IT'LL 
COME TO YOU: IS ANYBODY THERE?: PAPER 
THIN: FEELS LIKE RAIN. 


Hiatt comes up with yet another 


HOLD ON: MAKE IT: HONKY TONK ALL 
NIGHT: LET'S GO: LUCKY MAN: LOVER'S 
ROCK: DADDY YAR: COME ON HOME: BAD 
CASE OF LOVE: LET ER ROLL: SLOW DOWN. 


This is, as far as I'm aware, the first 


album. Setzer, whose solo career will now take a back seat, says he feels the 
time is now right for the American rockabilly trio which rose to prominence in 
England in the early 80's to make a comeback. They are presently in the midst 
of a six-week US tour, and | dare say we'll be seeing them again on this side of 
the pond before long. 


® | noticed that a reader was asking Pete Smith for current info on Willis Alan 
Ramsey, an Austin, Texas resident through the 70's and into the early 80's who 
had one acclaimed album on Shelter Records in 1972. Well, the writer of such 
hit songs as ‘Satin Sheets’, ‘Muskrat Love’ and ‘Ballad Of Spider John’ 
apparently resurfaced earlier this year in London, where he seems to have been 
living incognito for some time, and he is said to have been recording again. 

If you happen to read this, Willis, please contact me. 


COMPILED BY PETE COFFEY 


@ Big Beat Records have an interesting selection of country-folk-blues rooted 
albums on reissue. Included are: ‘The Holy Modal Rounders’ (WIK 75); ‘The 
Holy Modal Rounders 2’ (WIK 79); ‘Sleepy Man Blues’ (WIK 78), by Geoff 
Muldaur; and ‘Songs Of Other Times’ (WIK 73), by P.F. Sloan and the Grass 
Roots. There are also three various artists compilations: ‘Blues In The Bottle’ 
(WIK 71); ‘Is It Any Wonder: Dunhill Folk Rock Vol.1' (WIK 74); and ‘Penny 
Arcade: Dunhill Folk Rock Vol.2’ (WIK 77). They all offer a very interesting 
documentation of the sixties’ roots-rock-pop movement, and they are all 
extremely welcome reissues. 


@ R.E.M. have completed their Warner Brothers debut album and it should be 
available sometime during November. Their old label, IRS, also release 
‘Eponymous’, featuring the original Hibtone version of ‘Radio Free Europe’, and 
alternate vocal take of ‘Gardening At Night’, and the previously unavailable 
‘Romance’, plus anew mix of ‘Finest Worksong' amongst its dozen tracks. The 
label also plan to repackage R.E.M.s first five albums in a boxed set in the near 
future, and have tapes of a live European concert, recorded late last year, which 
are more that likely to emerge as an album. (Ilcan already hear the smashing of 


piggy banks all over the country!) The Warner Brothers album, incidentally, will 
be called ‘Green’ and was recorded in Memphis with Scott Litt producing, and a 
single from it, ‘Orange Crush’, will be released at the same time. 


@ Steve Earle was set to play one UK date at the Town & Country Club on 
October 30, but it was postponed. He will now be playing two nights at the same 
venue this month, November 28 and 29. His new MCA album, ‘Copperhead 
Road’ (see preview elsewhere in this issue), will be in the shops by then, as will 
his new single if certain legal holdups are resolved. 


@ Anglo-Scottish band Summerhill, described as a blend of Byrds meets 
Burritos via R.E.M. and Hot House Flowers, support the release of their debut 
album, ‘Lowdown’ (Diabolo SORCM 4), with live dates. This month they appear 
at Manchester Board Walk (5), Bristol Tropic Club (11), Warwick University (12) 
and Sheffield Take Two (18). The album was recorded at Fairview Studios in 
Hull during the first week of August, with the band — Seori Burnett (vocals, 
guitar), Neil Scott (guitar, vocals), Keith Gilles (bass, vocals) and lain Shedden 
(drums) — helped out by steel guitar supremo B.J. Cole. It’s a collection of 
originals songs, written by Burnett and Scott, with an emphasis on harmonies 
reminiscent of 70's country/rock, and with B.J.'s steel very prominent. 
Summerhill have been picking up some pretty good reviews for their live 
appearances, and judging by the album a visit to see them would be in order. 


@ One ofthe most influential home-grown folk/folk rock labels of the 70's, Free 
Reed, is back in action thanks to a new marketing arrangement with Topic 
Records. The first batch of nine releases from the Free Reed archives includes 
albums by John Kirkpatrick, Sue Harris, Bernie Parry, Roaring Jelly and The Old 
Swan Band, with many more scheduled. 


@ ‘Folkways — A Vision Shared’ (CBS 460905 1) is a various artists tribute to 
Woody Guthrie and Huddie Ledbetter, best known as Leadbelly. It features 
verions their songs by Sweet Honey In The Rock, Bob Dylan, John Mellencamp, 
Bruce Springsteen, U2, Little Richard, Arlo Guthrie, Willie Nelson, Emmylou 
Harris, Taj Mahal, Brian Wilson, and Pete Seeger with Doc Watson and the Little 
Red Schoolhouse Chorus. John Mellencamp's roots 'n’ rock version of 

‘Do Re Mi’ is the mostscintillating track, with the Dylan, Springsteen, Guthrie Jr., 
and U2 inclusions coming close in favour, and Emmylou’s sensitive reading of a 
sensitive song, ‘Hobo’s Lullaby’, is beautiful. The only track | find hard to like is 
Little Richard’s ‘Rock Island Line’, and that’s only because of the unbefitting 
synthesized noise of his backing band, Fish bone. Otherwise, this is a 
recommendable album, and with the proceeds going to help the Smithsonian 
Institution purchase Folkways Records and the Woody Guthrie Archives, it’sina 
worthy cause. Buy it, enjoy it, and do some good at the same time. 


@ New and upcoming releases: The Dream Syndicate — ‘Ghost Stories’ 
(Virgin); Alexander ‘Skip’ Spence — ‘Oar’ (Edsel); Sidewinders — ‘Cuacha!’ 
(Diabolo); Thin White Rope — ‘Red Sun’ (Demon); Louvin Brothers — ‘Songs 
That Tell A Story’ (Sundown); The McCarters — ‘The Gift’ (Warner Brothers); 
The Downsiders — ‘All Of My Friends Are Fish’ (Diabolo); Jo-El Sonnier — 
‘Come On Joe’ (BMG/RCA); John Wesley Harding — ‘It Happened One Night’ 
(Demon); Giant Sand — ‘Love Songs’ (Demon); Charlie Rich — ‘I'll Shed No 
Tears’ (Hi); ‘The Best Of Creedence Clearwater Revival Vols. 1 and 2’ (Ace) 


experience are minimal — and that 
the best songs and music are born 
out of life is evident on this wholly 
indispensable album. 


MICHELLE SHOCKED 
SHORT SHARP SHOCKED 
Cooking Vinyl/London CVLP 1 


album by David Gonzales (guitar, 
lead vocals), Thomas Yearsley 
(string bass, vocals) and Scott 
Campbell (drums), otherwise The 
Paladins. As always with product 
licenced from Wrestler Records, 
one of California's premier indie 
labels, it’s a non-sectarian cross- 
ply of grass roots American music 
and contemporary West Coast 
garage band. Heading the five- 
strong list of producer credits are 
the names of Mark Linett and Los 
Lobos saxman Steve Berlin, whose 
joint skills have in the past been 
accountable for albums by the Beat 
Farmers, E-I-E-I-O and Dave Alvin 
among others. The sound emitting 
from the Paladins also links to that 
of Alvin and the white boy r&b cum 
rockabilly of the band to which he 
once belonged, and his brother still 
fronts, the Blasters. The songs on 
side one are all originals, written by 
Gonzales, and they and the non- 
originals on the flip are tied together 
by the same spirited freedom and 
driving beat that first made real 
country blues rooted rock 'n’ roll so 
irresistable. These boys are prone 
it would seem to indulgence in the 
pleasurable pursuits, hell bent on 
having a good time, and it rubs off 
on the music they make. 
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album that | just cannot fault in any 
way, shape or form. He is, in my 
estimation, the American equivalent 
of our own Elvis Costello. Not that 
their similarities musically speaking 
are anything other than purely 
superficial, but each has reached a 
similar plane of artistic achievement 
as a writer, each defies 
categorization, and can only be 
termed, in the most literal sense, 
unique. Hiatt isn't strictly country, 
isn’t strictly folk or blues or rock, yet 
nor is he not any of these: he 
inhabits the peripheries of, and is 
totally indigenous to, all. The 
backings achieve that same spot on 
balance between roots and rock as 
did last year's excellent Demon 
Records release, but whether it’s 
the same musicians — credits are 
omitted — is debateable and that 
Glyn Johns replaces John Chelew 
as producer could indicate 
otherwise. Even when expressing 
occasional optimism, there’s an 
underlying pessimism and world- 
weariness in John’s songs which 
reflect the personal hardships he 
himself has endured in a rather 
stormy life, and which gives them 
their strength of character. His 
songs are life songs — his life or our 
lives, the differences in human 


WHEN | GROW UP: HELLO HOPEVILLE: 
MEMORIES OF EAST TEXAS: (MAKING THE 
RUN TO) GLADEWATER: GRAFFITI LIMBO: IF 
LOVE WAS A TRAIN: ANCHORAGE: THE L&N 
DON’T STOP HERE ANYMORE: V.F.D.: BLACK 
widow. 


It's an incredible story, reading 
more like fiction than fact, and one 
that would stretch even the realms 
of fantasy if made up. An itinerant 
young folkie hanging around 
Kerrville, taking every possible 
opportunity to unsling her guitar and 
sing her songs to informal 
gatherings, all the time hoping for 
an invitation to perform on the main 
stage. The boss of a small British 
record company, impressed by her 
music, captures an impromptu 
session, literally a field recording, 
on his Sony portable, releases an 
album which subsequently tops the 
UK Indie charts, and the singer is 
suddenly hailed as one of the 
eighties’ most important finds. Such 
is the saga of Michelle Shocked, 
who’ for this her second album, 
swaps a draughty field for the 
relative comfort of an L.A. studio, 
self-accompaniment for that of the 
best West Coast pickers, and virtual 
non-production for that of the 
incomparable Pete Anderson. To 
say that the combination works well 


is an understatement , it works 
superlatively, with Michelle's writing 
and vocal strength given the added 
support of Pete's unremitting 
modern hillbilly-country rock 
sensibilities, and his impeccable 
choice of musicians — himself, 
Byron Berline, Skip Edwards, Al 
Perkins, Don Reed, Jeff Donavan, 
Rod Piazza, Banjo Jim Croce et 

al. Thesongs, all but Jean Ritchie's 
‘The L&N Don’t Stop Here 
Anymore’ self-penned, are in every 
sense substantial — explicit, finely 
detailed accounts of the writer's 
experiences laid down as she sees 
them and treated in accordance 
with her feelings. Michelle pays 
tribute to the influence exerted on 
her by Guy Clark on the back 
sleeve, which is virtually an exact 
replica of the back sleeve of ‘Old 
No.1’, and has the inscription 


*...For Guy’. A truly excellent album. 


Edsel ED 265 
NEW RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE 


| DON'T KNOW YOU: WATCHA GONNA DO: 
PORTLAND WOMAN: HENRY: DIRTY 
BUSINESS: GLENDALE TRAIN: GARDEN OF 
EDEN: ALL | EVER WANTED: LAST LONELY 
EAGLE: LOUISIANA LADY. 

A re-issue of the New Raiders’ 
debut, originally released by CBS in 
1971, and still as fresh and vital 
seventeen years on. This band 
was initially a spin-off of the Grateful 
Dead, formed as an outlet for the 
talents of John Dawson (vocals, 
guitar) and David Nelson (vocals, 
guitars, mandolin), and with its 
numbers made up by several Dead 
members. Jerry Garcia (steel, 
banjo) and Mickey Hart (drums), 
both of the Dead, are present here, 
along with regular bassist Dave 
Torbert and soon to be resident 
drummer Spencer Dryden, plus 
Commander Cody on piano. NRPS 


NEW RIDERS OF THE 
PURPLE SAGE 


were from my point of view the best 
country-rock band ever, with an 
edge and excitement that evaded 
many of their contemporaries, and 
whereas weak songs were the 
downfall of most country rock 
bands, theirs were consistently 
strong. Dawson penned every 
song here and — to risk a double 
negative that comes out as a 
positive — there’s nothing that 
doesn't warrant inclusion, the 
crowning glory being the original 
version of the oft adopted ‘Glendale 
Train’, agem among gems. This 
really is a fine LP and, as there are 
plenty more of the same standard 
where it came from, | fervently hope 
Edsel plan to eventually re-issue 
the entire New Riders Of Purple 
Sage back-catalogue. 
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ARTISTS CURRENTLY SCHEDULED TO APPEAR: ===" 


(U.S.A.) (CANADA) PINKERTON’S COI 
THE BELLAMY BROTHERS DICK DAMRON TWO HEARTS 
JOHNNY RODRIGUEZ "MEDICINE BOW 
BECKY HOBBS (EUROPE) ROGER HUMPHRII 
LYNN ANDERSON RAYMOND FROGGATT EDDIE BLACKSTOF 
GEORGE HAMILTON IV SARAH JORY JOHN C KING FAM 
GEORGE HAMILTON V NASHVILLE FEVER TONY ROUSE 


AT PRESS DATE THE FOLLOWING WERE STILL SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATION 


(U.S.A.) THE WAGONEERS be rand ig 
PORTER WAGONER witzerlan 
EARL THOMAS CARL PERKINS BJORN HARLANI 
CONLEY LYLE LOVETT (Norway) 
HIGHWAY 101 NANCI GRIFFITH OLD AMERICA 
SWEETHEARTS OF EVERLY BROTHERS (Italy) 
THE RODEO DANIEL O’DONNE 
KATHY MATTEA (EUROPE) (Eire) 
ROSANNE CASH COUNTRY KETCHUP PHILOMENA BEG 
AND GUY CLARK (Yugoslavia) (Ireland) 
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@ There are several price scales for the complete weekend including a Camping 
and Caravanning Rally Package (full details available on request). However the FOR MORE DETAILS 


Big Top Concert Tickets are as follows: £10:50, £8:50, £7:50, £6:50 per concert. ON SPECIAL CLUB DISCOUNTS 


Advance 3-day ticket purchasers can benefit from the substantial pre-payment 


OURS 


discounts which start at a top price of £55 for six concerts. Other 3-day ticket AND F AMILY PACKAGES WRITE TO: 


packages are £45, £40, £35. 


@ All-day Outside Enclosure Attraction Tickets are £5 (adults), £2:50 (child i- i H i 
under 10), under 5’s free, but a Special Priced Enclosure Package of £12:50 Multi Media Services (Lincoln) Ltd. 


286/287 High Street (Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln, LN2 1AL, England. 
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covering the three days, is available to all advance 3-day Concert ticket holders, but 
only at the time of their ticket applications. So why not enjoy the Complete Weekend 
Programme of Concerts and Spectacular Attractions for as little as £47:50. 


Please reserve me... .. tickets for the six concerts plus... . . tickets at the Special 
Price of £12:50 for the Exclusive Attractions for three days, for which | enclose 
P.O./Cheque for£........... (made payable to Multi-Media Services (Lincoln) Ltd). 
Payment may be made by Access/Visa. 


To be completed by those wishing to pay by Access/Visa 
| authorise you to debit my Access [ | Visa| | account (tick as appropriate) 
with the amount of £....... Expiry date of card....... 
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Rich Year of 
Country 
Sounds 


TALENT 
WAVE 88: 


Tee: Wave after wave of it. That has been 
the dominant image of Country Music '88. 


Artistically, this has been as rich a year as 
sellers of country music could have hoped for. 
Such budding acts as Ricky Van Shelton and 
K.T. Oslin demonstrated—via gold debut rec- 
ords—that their appeal was both durable and 
bankable. Top gun Randy Travis turned out to 
be as exciting and emotionally profound in his 


third album as he had been in the first two—both of which 
escalated to the level of double platinum this year. There 
was a heartening infusion of distinctive new acts into coun- 
try radio's tight playlists—among them the McCarters, Larry 
Boone, Foster & Lloyd, Skip Ewing, David Slater, the Burch 
Sisters, and David Ball. A handful of old-timers made come- 
backs—not as beneficiaries of someone's whimsical nostal- 
gic urges but as figures able to rekindle the flames of their 
own original genius. Catching fire anew were Lynn Ander- 
sen, Johnny Rodriguez, Vern Gosdin, and Buck Owens. 


@ Many other veterans finally gained the kind of public ac- 
claim that critics had said was rightfully theirs all along. 
Rodney Crowell, for example—in his fifth album—found 
that magic balance between country and rock and straight- 
way racked up two No. 1 hits in a row. After being around 
practically forever as everybody's favorite sideman, Jo-El 
Sonnier stepped deftly into the spotlight, propelled there by 
just the right mixture of country soul and Cajun abandon. 
Strengthened by his own compositions, Steve Wariner is not 
only firming up his grip on the top of the country charts but 
also taking hold on the adult contemporary listings. Gary 
Stewart has returned to country music with an album as bril- 
liant as anything he came up with in his early '70s heydays. 
And after several disappointing starts, Keith Whitley now 
has both an album and a signature song—‘‘Don't Close 
Your Eyes''-—to confirm everyone's best expectations 


@ In keeping with Nashville's fascination with its past, 
more and more acts turned to old standards to excite 
new audiences. Ricky Van Shelton introduced himself to 
the world almost entirely by way of songs that were hits 
ages ago. Patty Loveless sang her way into Grand Ole 
Opry membership with the venerable “If My Heart Had 
Windows." Billy Joe Royal elected to speed up his already 
considerable chart momentum with a new version of “‘It 
Keeps Right On Hurtin.’ '’ Dwight Yoakam paid homage 


Ss$s= Reproduced by courtesy of Billboard Publications Inc. 


to Lefty Frizzell with a finger-snapping treatment of Always 
Late.” Barbara Mandrell has dug into the Ray Price hit-bag 
to see if ‘] Wish That | Could Fall In Love Today” will revivify 
her radio appeal. Earl Thomas Conley and Emmylou Harris 
have been making especially memorable music by retread- 
ing “We Believe In Happy Endings." And early this year, Ros- 
anne Cash racked up a huge hit with her father's ‘'Tennes- 
see Flat Top Box." 


@ There was an equal artistic obsession with setting old pop 
hits to modern country sounds. Reba McEntire, as a case in 
point, dusted off the oft-recorded ‘Sunday Kind Of Love” 
and wailed it top 5. And this avowedly traditional songstress 
even gambled with a not-so-country version of “Respect” in 
her most recent album. Eddie Rabbitt, who usually sings his 
own material, refurbished the Dion classic “The Wanderer.” 
It paid off by going to No. 1. Ronnie McDowell successfully 
released ‘‘Suspicion.’’ Lynn Anderson elected “Under The 
Boardwalk" as her comeback theme. Mickey Gilley made a 
similar return shot with “I'm Your Puppet.” Marie Osmond 
and Paul Davis have revived the hoary Davis hit, “Sweet 
Life.” Asleep At The Wheel’s new album is all oldies, but 
weighed heavily toward the pop side. 


@ While the artistic triumphs of country music are evident, it 
is less clear just what the music is amounting to commer- 
cially. But it looks pretty good. During the first eight months 
of 1988, the six major labels released 93 frontline albums. 
Of these, only two—"Alabama Live” and George Strait's “If 
You Ain't Lovin’ (You Ain't Livin’)""—had earned gold certifi- 
cation by late August. Nine other country albums, most of 
which were released last year, reached the gold or platinum 
level during this period. While these figures are not exactly 
the stuff of glossy press kits, it does appear that many acts 
are still selling at that unspectacular—but still profitable— 
pre-gold level of 150,000 units and up. 


® Except for such acts as Travis, Alabama, and Hank Wil- 
liams, Jr., the concert scene has not been as congenial for 
country acts as it was a few years ago. Still, Marlboro mount- 
ed its most ambitious country tour caravan ever this year, 
enlisting the talents of the aforesaid Travis and Alabama, as 
well as those of the Judds, Ricky Van Shelton, K.T. Oslin, 
Kathy Mattea, Merle Haggard, George Strait, the O’Kanes, 
and Restless Heart. 


@ Certainly the media continues to see country music as be- 
ing a large slice of America’s cultural pie. Time magazine re- 
cently devoted a long and admiring article to new talent. And 
the format and its individual practitioners have also lately 
had supportive exposure in such consumer journals as 


Following performances at Austin’s annual Riverfest, from left: Bill Carter and the Blame; Kristine Arnold, Sweethearts Of The Rodeo; Preston Hubbard, 
Fabulous Thirds; Bonnie Raitt, Janis Gill, Sweethearts Of The Rodeo; Nick Lowe. 


McCall's, Redbook, USA Today, USA Weekend, Interview, 
and Vanity Fair. What distinguishes this coverage from the 
mindless trendiness exhibited by the media during the “Ur- 
ban Cowboy” days is an eagerness to focus on the music 
rather than on the lifestyle it supposedly represents. Dis- 
turbingly, though, there has been a decline in the number of 
publications devoted exclusively to country. 


@ To intensify radio's interest in country music as a com- 
mercial vehicle, the Country Music Assn. is offering demo- 
graphic data to show that country listeners are richer and 
:better educated than usually thought. While this data is sus- 
Ppiciously rosy, it may provide the incentive needed to bring 
this already creatively hot music to a 

full commercial boil. 


SOR: SS 


Dwight Yoakam and 
Buck Owens during 
filming of ‘Streets Of 
Bakersfield’ video. 
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THE SELDOM SCENE 
BAPTIZING 
Fundamental SAVE 35 


BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD: BROTHER JOHN: 
DREAMING OF A LITTLE CABIN: FALLING 
LEAVES: HE TOOK YOUR PLACE: TAKE HIM 
IN: HOBO ON A FREIGHT TRAIN TO HEAVEN: 
WILL YOU BE READY TO GO HOME: WERE 
YOU THERE: WALK WITH HIM AGAIN: 
GOSPEL MEDLEY. 


This album first saw light of day 
some 10 years ago on the small US 
Rebel Label, and still sounds as 
exciting as back then, it’s a must for 
fans of accoustic music especially 
those who enjoy bluegrass and 
gospel. 


Mike Auldridge (dobro), John Duffy | 
(guitar & mandolin), Tom Gray 
(bass) and Ricky Skaggs (fiddle & 
mandolin) give the lead vocalists 
Phil Rossenthal and John Starling 
tremendous support throughout. 
John is one of the unsung heroes in 
the world of country music, although 
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since this recording he’s two brilliant 
albums on Sugar Hill to his name. 


Phil takes the lead on the lively 
‘Take Him In’ an old time gospel 
number full of lovely harmonies, 
John handles the vocals on ‘Hobo 
On A Freight Train To Heaven’, 
which has the humorous line ‘I'll 
double dog them’. With so many 
good tracks to be found on this 
album it’s difficult to select the most 
outstanding, yet along with those 
already mentioned I'd include 
‘Dreaming Of A Little Cabin’, ‘By 
The Side Of The Road’ and the 
excellent mid-tempo ‘Walk With 
Him Again’. 


The finale on the album is a fine 
gospel medley, which sees 
everyone getting into the act both on 
vocals and on the instrumental side 
of things. Recorded at Falls 
Church, Virginia, | Highly 
Recommend, this really Beautiful 
Album...!!! 


Maurice Hope 


JIMMIE DAVIS 

WITH A CROSS ON HIS BACK 

Morning Star MST 51588 

WITH A CROSS ON HIS BACK: WHEN HE 
REACHED DOWN HIS HAND: CELEBRATION 
DAY: THE VOICE OF THE LORD: IN THE 
SHELTER OF HIS ARMS: THE GREAT 
HOMECOMING: THE LAST OF THE TUMBLING 
TUMBLEWEEDS: WHAT A PRICE TO PAY: 
WHY DON'T EVERYBODY LOVE THAT NAME: 
TAKE GOD'S HAND. 


Listening to Jimmie's smooth 
vocals it’s hard to credit that he 
recently celebrated his 86th 
birthday. This one time Governor of 
Louisiana is probably best known 
as the writer of ‘You Are My 
Sunshine’ and ‘No Body's Darling 
But Mine’, but since 1948 he has 
concentrated more on Gospel than 
country. If you like easy to listen to 
gospel that doesn’t go overboard in 
trying to convert the listener, then 
‘With A Cross On His Back’ is a fine 
one to sample. Unfortunately it's 
only available on cassette from 
Morning Star Records, Box 989, 
Goodlettsville, TN 37202, U.S.A. 


Clive Wynes 


THE CARTER FAMILY 
WILDWOOD FLOWER 
Mercury 834-491-1 


WILDWOOD FLOWER: DIXIE DARLIN’: 
BANKS OF THE OHIO: WORRIED MAN BLUES: 
STORMS ARE ON THE OCEAN: SAVIOUR OF 
MY NATURAL LIFE: AIN'T GONNA WORK 
TOMORROW: FIFTY MILES OF ELBOW 
ROOM: SEVEN BRIDGES ROAD: CHURCH IN 
THE WILDWOOD. 


What a pleasant surprise it was to 
see anew album by this ‘legendary’ 
family, it must be their first for almost 
two decades. The Carter Family 
with their rural origins have gained 
themselves a tremendous 
reputation as pioneers of folk and 
mountain music,covering over sixty 
years since their formation. 


Today ‘the family’ consists of Anita, 
Helen & June all daughters of 
Maybelle an original member along 
with June’s own offspring 

Carlene. This album could almost 
be a tribute to those founder 
members, no fewer than seven of 


Maybelle, A.P. & Sarah. Withsome 
outstanding covers of Wildwood 
Flower, Church In The Wildwood, 
Banks Of The Ohio, and a particular 
fine rendition of Dixie Darling, 
where Carlene excels on vocals 
aided by some fluent banjo, 
accordian and the sweet acoustic 
guitar backing. 


June Carter as ever is in fine voice, 
her lead on Banks Of The Ohio and 
Fifty Miles Of Elbow Room are both 
fine testaments to the lady’s talents, 
with some beautifully added 
harmonies, giving superb 

support. Worried Man Blues that 
favourite of the ‘skiffle era’ has 
producer ‘Cowboy’ Jack Clement 
providing some neat dobro. 


Steve Young's Seven Bridges 
Road is given a lively update and 
that gifted singer-songwriter Dave 
Loggins provides a beautiful gospel 
composition in Saviour Of My 
Natural Life, with Carlene once 
again handling the vocals 

most impressively. Anita & Helen 
also feature prominently on the 
album, with their vocals much to 
the fore on ‘Ain’t Gonna Work 
Tomorrow’ and ‘Storms Are On The 
Ocean’. Hopefully they'll soon be 
recording on a regular basis, as this 
is such a fine album. 


Maurice Hope 


SOLID GOLD HITS 
Bulldog BDL 1063 


HEAVEN IS MY WOMAN'S LOVE: GWEN 
(CONGRATULATIONS): (JEANNIE MARIE) 
YOU WERE A LADY: IF | MISS YOU AGAIN 
TONIGHT: SEND ME NO ROSES: I'LL NEVER 
BREAK THESE CHAINS: ANN (DON’T GO 
RUNNIN’): THAT'S WHEN MY WOMAN 
BEGINS: DREAM MAKER: HEART OF DIXIE. 


Tommy Overstreet was a consistant 
chart entrant all through the 
seventies and a lot of those top 
twenty hits are contained here. 
From ‘Gwen (Congratulations)’ in 
1971, through 1972 with ‘Ann 
(Don’t Go Runnin’)’ and ‘Heaven Is 
My Woman’s Love’ to 1975 with 
‘That’s When My Woman Begins’. 
Tommy's recent set at 
Peterborough was well received 
and his easy going vocal style still 
has a great deal to offer today. The 
master of the romantic ballad, 
Tommy excels on ‘If | Miss You 
Again Tonight’ and ‘That’s When 
My Woman Begins’. 


On this showing Tommy should 
easily find a place in the hearts and 
record collections of British country 
fans. 


Clive Wynes 
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THE FORESTER SISTERS 
SINCERELY 
Warner 925746-1 


I'VE JUST SEEN A FACE: LOVE WILL: LETTER 
HOME: THESE LIPS DON'T KNOW HOW TO 
SAY GOODBYE: SINCERELY: THINGS WILL 
GROW: SOME PEOPLE: ON THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE GATE: YOU LOVE ME: A MATTER OF 
TIME. 


When you buy an album by The 
Forester Sisters you get four lovely 
ladies for the price of one which 
must be a great bargain musically. 


The Lennon/McCartney song ‘I've 
Just Seen A Face’ receives a lively 


country style 
treatment while the 
pop song ‘Sincerely’ is a superb 
combination of The Forester Sisters 
haunting vocals and some real 
moody sax. Harlan Howard’s 
‘These Lips Don’t Know How To 
Say Goodbye’ is a soulful, 
atmospheric number and my 
personal favourite of an album 

that simply reeks of class. 
Amongst the many top class 
musicians involved are Sam Bush 
on mandolin, Mark O'Connor on 
fiddle, Jerry Douglas on dobro, 
Sonny Garrish on steel and Bela 
Fleck on banjo, truly a super album 
of modern country that manages to 
retain a traditional feel both vocally 
and instrumentally. 


NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND 
WORKIN BAND 
Warner 925722-1 


WORKIN’ MAN (NOWHERE TO GO): I'VE 
BEEN LOOKIN’: SOLDIER OF LOVE: DOWN 
THAT ROAD TONIGHT: BABY BLUES: 
CORDUROY ROAD: JOHNNY 0: THUNDER 
& LIGHTNIN’: A LOT LIKE ME: LIVING 
WITHOUT YOU: BRASS SKY: I'VE BEEN 
LOOKIN’ (reprise). 


Although The Dirt Band seem to 
have been around for almost ever, 
they still manage to bring freshness 
and excitement to their recording so 
that listening to their albums is 
almost like having the band right 
there in your sittingroom. The 
current line up of Jeff 

Hanna vocals 
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and guitar, Jimmie Fadden vocals 
and drums, Jimmy Ibbotson vocals, 
guitar and mandolin, Bob Carpenter 
on keyboards and Bernie Leadon 
on guitar, banjo and mandolin, is 
augmented by Josh Leo, Larry 
Paxton and Mark O'Connor all 
adding up to some of the hottest 
sounds around. 


If you liké your country music with 
lots of good harmonies and toe 
tapping melodies then take a listen 
to this album. Stand out tracks for 
me were ‘Baby Blues’ and ‘Soldier 
Of Love’ but the whole album is 
worthy of a place in any record 
collection. 


KENNY ROBERTS 
JUST CALL ME COUNTRY 
Music Room Records 


JUST CALL ME COUNTRY: SING ME A SONG 
THAT WON'T MAKE ME CRY: OLD SANTA FE: 
GROWING OLD AINT ALL AS BAD AS THAT: 
ONE NIGHT OF LOVE: EDNA, I'M GLAD | MET 
YA: STOLEN HOURS: THE COUNTRY POLKA: 
THOSE PRETTY BLUE EYES: JUST A LITTLE 
BIT: PRETTY: I'VE JUST GONE TO KISS HER 
GOODBYE. 


Here we go on another trip down 
memory lane this time with the guy 
who was billed as America's No 1 
Yodeller, alas time has taken it’s toll 
and that famed yodel is not much in 
evidence this time around though it 
does get aired on the lively ‘Country 
Polka’ while elsewhere I’m please 


THE McCARTERS 
THE GIFT 
Warner 925737-1 


| GIVE YOU MUSIC: TIMELESS & TRUE LOVE: 
FLOWER IN THE DESERT: WHERE WOULD 
THAT LEAVE ME: | KNOW LOVE: THE GIFT: 
LOVING YOU: MY SONGBIRD: A QUIET 
DESPERATION: LETTER FROM HOME. 


The trend towards all female groups 
continues with The McCarters, atric 
of lovelies from Sevierville 
Tennessee, consisting of 21 year 
old twins, Lisa and Teresa, with their 
elder sister Jennifer. 


Together The McCarters come up 
with some of the sweetest sounds 
around and the whole album has a 
gentle relaxed feel to it, reminiscent 
of the recent ‘Trio’ album by Dolly, 
Emmylou and Linda. 


to say that Kenny oftens breaks into 
a very pleasing falsetto that sounds 
extremely attractive on numbers 
such as ‘I’ve Just Gone To Kiss Her 
Goodbye’ and ‘Just Call Me 
Country’. ‘Sing Me A Song That 
Won't Make Me Cry’ is a bluesy 
sounding ballad written by 
Bettyanne Roberts who also wrote 
and takes lead vocals on ‘Pretty’ 
while another nice ballad is ‘Those 
Pretty Eyes’ which had recently 
been released in the USA asa 
single by our own Dick Edwards. 


Altogether ‘Just Call Me Country’ is 
avery pleasing slice of fifties style 
country music even though the 
songs are all relatively new. 


The combination of fine pickin from 
Jorg Jorgenson, Mark O'Connor 
and Carl Jackson etc, blends 
magnificently with the vocal 
interplay from these delightful 
sisters and that combined with 
some really beautiful songs makes 
this a joy to listen to. 


Title track ‘The Gift’, written by 
Nancy Montgomery, is their latest 
US single andis a lovely example of 
how a love song should be, asis the 
Hugh Moffatt number ‘Loving You’. 
My personal album pick is Jesse 
Winchester's ‘My Songbird’ and 
this outstanding song gets 
marvellous treatment, as does 
‘Letter From Home’ co written by 
Carl Jackson and Jennifer 
McCarter. On this showing | really 
believe that The McCarters are 
going places. 


DAVE DUDLEY 
COUNTRY BEST 
Bulldog BDL 1062 


JOHN HENRY No2: I'M GOIN HOME: I'M 
SINGLE AGAIN: THE WATERIN’ HOLE: ROVIN 
GAMBLER: NOW & THEN: YELLOW ROSE OF 
TEXAS: CHARLIE’S SHOES: SOLDIER'S 
SPOUSE LAMENT: SIX DAYS ON THE ROAD: 
LOOKIN’ SOUTH: A PLACE IN THE SUN. 


Perennial truckers favourite Dave 
Dudley pertorms country music with 
a strong beat guaranteed to set your 
toes tapping at the very minimum. 

| must admit that I’m not familiar 
with the musicians credited but that 
doesn't prevent the likes of Hank 
Coruin on steel and dobro, David 


Russell on fiddle, Dave Signs on 
keyboards and Gene Breedon on 
lead guitar from turning in a first 
class backing for Dave's dark brown 
vocals. 


Would any Dave Dudley album be 
complete without ‘Six Days On The 
Road’ or even a re-working of ‘John 
Henry’ this time around known as 
‘John Henry No2’. Even Dave 
occasionally slows the pace down 
to turn country crooner as on ‘Single 
Again’ and ‘Lookin’ South’ and a 
very pleasant job he makes of them. 
Country Best is a very good 
introduction to the two sides of Dave 
Dudley. 
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MARGO 
MARGO NOW 
Ritz 0045 


THE VIOLET & THE ROSE: COUNTRY MUSIC: 
THE PLAINS OF SWEET KILDARE: HOME IS 
WHERE YOU'RE HAPPY: SIGNED, SEALED & 
DELIVERED: SWEATHEARTS IN HEAVEN: 
TWO'S COMPANY: THESE ARE THE 
COLOURS: FORTY MILES TO DONEGAL: A 


LITTLE MORE LIKE HEAVEN: SHANAGOLDEN: 


YOU'LL NEVER MISS THE WATER. 


For those of you who don't already 
know, Margo is Daniel O’Donnell’s 
elder sister and she has been on the 
Irish country music scene for some 
considerable time, all this 
experience comes through on this 
album and is reflected in the ease 
with which she handles this mixture 
of country ‘n’ Irish. Like most Irish 


recordings the musicianship is well 
up to standard with some nice steel! 
from Basil Hendricks blending well 
with John Ryan’s (who also 
produced this) keyboards. 


| must admit that Irish music is not 
really my scene but the ‘Plains Of 
Sweet Kildare’ and ‘Forty Miles To 
Donegal’make very pleasant 
listening, though the hightlight for 
me was the old Willie Nelson song 
‘Home Is Where You're Happy’. 


Also worthy of a mention is ‘Two's 
Company’ a duet with her brother 
Daniel and the poignant ‘The Violet 
& The Rose’. If you like your 
country music in the easy listening 
style then this could well be for you. 


CHART ACTION 


TOP e 20 © ALBUMS 


22nd October 1988 


S FROM THE HEART 
l¢ Daniel O'Donnell 


OLD 8X10 
2 Randy Travis 


3 ALWAYS AND FOREVER 


7 Randy Travis 


4 2 DON’T FORGET TO REMEMBER 


Daniel O’Donnell 


LONE STAR STATE OF MIND 


5 © wanci Griffith 
LITTLE LOVE AFFAIRS 
6 Nanci Griffith 


Telstar STAR2327 
STAC2327 


Warmer Bros WX162 
WX162C 


Wamer Bros WX107 
WX107C 


Ritz RITZLP0043 
RITZLC0043 


MCA MCF3364 
MCFC3364 


MCA MCF3413 
MCFC3413 


7 BUENAS NOCHES FROM A LONELY ROOM 


Dwight Yoakam Reprise WX193 WX193C 

| NEED YOU Ritz RITZLP0038 

8 3 daniel O'Donnell RITZLC0038 

STORMS OF LIFE Warner Bros 9254351 

9 18 Randy Travis 9254354 

TWO SIDES OF DANIEL O'DONNELL _s#RRitz RITZLP0031 

1 0 10 Daniel O’Donnell RITZLC0031 

9 EXIT 0 MCA MCF33739 

1 1 Steve Earle & The Dukes MCFC3379 
42 THE LAST OF THE TRUE BELIEVERS 

1 2 Nanci Griffith Rounder Europa REU1013 REUC1013 

8 SHADOWLAND Warmer Bros WX171 

] 3 kd lang WX171C 

141 GUITAR TOWN MCA MCF3335 

] 4 Steve Earle MCFC3335 

_— GUITARS CADILLACS ETC ETC Reprise 9253721 

15 RE pwight Yoakam 9253724 

RE GIVE A LITTLE LOVE RCA PL90011 

] 6 — The Judds PK90011 

PONTIAC MCA MCF3388 

17 14 Lyle Lovett MCFC3389 

LOVERS AND BEST FRIENDS MCA MCF3357 

18 RE pon williams MCFC3357 

RE HILLBILLY DELUXE Reprise WX106 

1 9 Dwight Yoakain WX106C 

ONE TIME ONE NIGHT CBS 4607781 

20 RE Sweethearts Of The Rodeo 4607794 


Compiled by Gallup for the Country Music Association © 1988 
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ountry music totheir A 
huge Moonrakers, the 


for the return of C 


s. chose the 


@ Ardrossan band Country Blues 
kicked off the festival in Gatsby's 
with their non-stop performance of 
mainly standard material. I’m told 
that this band have now turned fully 
professional and are available for 
bookings anywhere! ... Nebraska 
were the first band in Moonraker 
Rooms where they played to a very 
largecrowd, Thisisaband thathas 
improved with every gig I’ve seen 
them play... The Kent Band, Dave 
Lord and Country Gold, playing the 
Beachcomber Bar, also drew a 
huge crowd. |caughtasmall part of 
their act and was most impressed. 


@ Glasgow group Honest Sam and 
the Dealers took the stage at 
1.30pm and for an hour had the hall 
jumping with their energetic act. 
This was a band well suited to this 
large venue... Western Rodeo, a 
new name tome, put on avery good 
show too... 


@ Doncasters favourite sons 
Shackband played to the 
Beachcomber audience and had 
them enthralled with their good 
music and good professional style . . 
Whilst Carol Silver's Band had 
Gatsby's packed with their many 
fans (on this occasion they were a 
four piece), keeping the dance floor 
packed throughout their spot. 


Photo By Jim Silverthorn 


tli’ 
sie staged in three venues, 


Gambler 


@ Local radio personality Tommy 
Truesdale repeated his success of 
the last Butlins show. Watching this 
meant | missed Bob Newman and 
Carol Gordon play Gatsby's. But! 
caught Colorado play in 
Moonrakers, where they showed 
the Scottish fans just why they 


FESTIVA 


At Presthaven Sands 


Holiday Park 


6th-13th May 1989 


The Holiday 


Industry's No.1 


Country Music Festival 


place at Haven Holiday’s lively 
holiday park at Prestatyn in 

North Wales from 6th May with a 
full week of Country and Western 


entertainment and fun. 


Choose from our luxury self catering 
log cabins, caravans, or bungalows. 

With shops, restaurant, takeaway, heated 
indoor pool, indoor childrens fun palace, 
clubs, bars and games room on your 
doorstep you’ll want for nothing. /j 


And don't forget-all entertainment is free. 


Raven 


LUXURY CARAVAN & CHALET HOLIDAYS 


IN ENGLAND & WALES 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
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takes 


or telephone (0883) 40721 


manage to win so many awards... . 
Then | saw Echo Mountdin play the 
first of several weekend spots, they 
proved to be a very popular band. 


@ Asurprise Band in Gatsby's 
were the ever popular Gambler. 
Drummer Merino had the crowd in 


All Star Line-Up 


Your hosts for the week will be Tony Best 
and Keith Manifold introducing you to our 
Special Guests plus visiting Bands including: 
y * Colorado x The Hillsiders 
// %* Lazyacre Country Roadshow 


* West Virginia 


* Bob Newman & Carole Gordon 
* Bobbie & Nashville Pride 
PLUS many other top acts in 3 first class 


shows each day. 


For full details send to Haven, FREEPOST, P.O. Box 1000, Croydon CR9 6ES 


HCKO1 __ 


HOLIDAYS ARE MADE IN HAVEN! 


A Company within the Rank Organisation 


stitches with his antics, this is 
another band thatis ever improving, 
whilst another one of Scotland's top 
trios Country Dawn appeared in 
Beachcombers offering a very good 
set. 


@ Scots Country Comfort too 
brought their special brand of Cajun 
and Swing music to Butlins .. . 
looking very smart in their white 
jackets, they kept the tempo 
swinging throughout their 
performance. Mel Hague too (with 
his new clean shaven image) 
brought his young band to this 
Scottish Festival and showed 
everyone just why he has been so 
popular for so long. 


@ Scot's superstar Sydney Devine 
played his two part show in 
Moonrakers. The hall was 
absolutely packed for both shows. 
Although | personally don't like 
Sydney's style of country music | will 
be the first to admit that he puts ona 
powerhouse show and his fans 
went away well pleased. 


@ Sandi Hart was as popular as 
ever and was well backed by Scot's 
Country Comfort... Desperado 
appeared augmented on this 
occasion by the steel guitar player 
from Honest Sam. There too was a 
very good show, that seemed to go 
over well... Bob McKinlay put on 
his usual stylish performance and 
thrilled the crowd with his version of 
‘How Great Thou Art’. . . 

Tyne and Wear group The Moat 
Brothers too received great 
acclaim. 


@ The biggest disappointment of 
the festival was the non- 
appearance of ‘Froggie’. However, 
the vacant time was filled very 
comfortably by Legend and veteran 
Scottish singer Skee Laird (who 
was actually here on holiday). . . 


——— 


Ruby Rendall and her band then 
took everyone by storm. It was 
obvious why she is so often 
acclaimed top female singer 
throughout Britain's club land. 


(Si 
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Reviewed by Jackie Blair 


@ When Spellbound played 
Gatsby's they were not allowed to 
do their usual show as ‘dancers’ 
demanded they play the Slosh etc. 
but when Buckboard took the stage 
at 1.00am to 2.00am there was still 
something like five hundred people 
in the hall, all working away to the 
old standards. 


@ But when Spellbound started 
Mondays proceedings in the 
Moonrakers they were on form with 
good four part harmonies and Ned’s 
fine lead vocals. 


@ The Duke Boys with George 
Malcolm has recruited former group 
member Johnny Ford on lead guitar 
as their ‘steelie’ was unwell . . . they 
gave a good account none the less. 
Then it was Startime with Billie Jo 
Spears backed by her American 
band. She pleased the crowd with 
her singing but unfortunately Billie 
seemed to prefer to talk to the 
audience rather than sing to them. 
Then came the musicians 
‘Musician’, Stu Page and Remuda. 
Looking around | saw many of the 
top bands enjoying what was on 
offer. 


®@ Spill the Beans distinct sound, 
too thrilled the crowd, as did this 
years award winning trio, Manson 
Grant and the Dynamos, who 


‘General Mayhem’. 


seen. 
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Blunders at Beacholme 4 


@ Had | been required to write this review immediately after attending 
the Country and Western Week at Beacholme Holiday Centre, 
(Cleethorpes) | would probably have condemned it as a monumental 
flop. Despite having quality acts like Poacher, Clovis, Clancy, George 
Moody and The Country Squires, Linda Cassady with West Virginia, 
Campbells Country, Spill the Beans, The Rogue Band, The Duffy 
Brothers, Dave Sherriff and Nicki Clarke, Keith Manifold, plus Jessica 
Steel and Mike McCashin, Dale Green Duo, Vince Clayton and compere 
for the week Johnny Spencer, not one succeeded in creating the sort of 
atmosphere usually associated with these types of ‘live in’ events. 


@ Don't blame any of the acts for the week being a flop, each of them 
tried their level best to entertain and in normal circumstances would 
have received the response they deserved, but sadly these were not 
normal circumstances. The audience consisted of three separate 
factions — 1. Country Music Fans. 2. Members of ‘The Trailblazers 
Western Society’ (who were there to promote themselves and were not 
interested in the music). 3. Holiday makers with kids of all ages forced 
there because there was no other family entertainment rooms available 
because of ‘Private Functions’. This mix meant lack of atmosphere and 
noise from unsupervised children and a total lack of consideration for 
others enjoyment, reduced the role of the music to that of support to 


@ For music fans The Trailblazers proved to be a severe pain in the 
posteria, with their self promoting activities such as ‘Best Dressed 
Western Couple’ (was anyone surprised one of their members won?) 
If these type of competitions have to be held, why not before the acts 
went on stage, that would have brought about considerable reduction in 
noise, because as soon as they had ended, The Trailblazers left the 
concert hall returning for ‘The Trilogy’! 


@ | accept that the management were unfortunate to discover certain 
facilities had been booked for Private Functions, before they took over 
running the centre. | accept that the management booked the best 
available acts, despite relatively short notice and intended on giving 
them an opportunity to entertain. What! find impossible to acceptis the 
lack of management realisation that this ‘copy cat’ Pontins format could 
not be done without the facilities to carry it off... 1do believe those now 
running the Beacholme have learned some lessons from this non-event 
and will take steps to ensure any future promotions are better 
organised. Also thatthe acts are given a fair chance to entertain people 
that want to be entertained. However, can | personally, strongly urge, 
that ‘The Western’ element be set aside and they make it a Country 
Music Festival week — for Country Music fans — because with 4 and 6 
berth chalets available at around £80.00 including free gas and 
electricity, Beacholme compares very favourably with other such 
Holiday Centres and could become a real alternative happening for 
Country Fans — | said could — whether that happens will remain to be 
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played their brand of Scottish and 
Country music in the Moonrakers. 
Liverpool favourites The Hillsiders, 
provided both good humour and 
great music . . Jan Mark and 
Norman Russell (I only caught a 
couple of numbers) did very well. . 
as did Gerry Ford who took his 
country band into Moonrakers 
before ever popular George Moody 
and Country Squires. This was a 
fitting close to the festival as George 
sang all the crowds favourites for 
them. 


GROUSES 


Just a few complaints | heard: 

1 Lack of decent dance space in the 
main hall. 2 The appearance of 
young children inthe venues at 
night time. 3 Having to queue for 
over an hour for tickets for Billie Jo 
Spears and Sydney Devine 
(especially at 10.30am after being 
up till 2am). 4 The failure to 
announce the non-appearance of 
Raymond Froggattiuntil the last 
possible moment. 

COMMENTS 

A very good festival expertly put 
together with a very high calibre of 
entertainment... My own 
favourites of the weekend were 
Spellbound and Stu Page and 
Remuda. H 
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SERRE 


f- m/af i. 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS 
CALL IT A DAY 


@ After much discussion and soul 
searching, lreland’s Cotton Mill 
Boys have announced their 
decision to come off the road as 
from Dec 11th 1988. Lack of work 
at home is given as the reason. 
Whilst they have built up a very 
healthy reputation in country 
music circles in UK, very often 


they have returned home to little or 
no work, a situation which cannot 

continue indefinitely and shows no 
signs of improvement. 


@ The boys would like to thank 
the fans who have loyally 
supported them over the past few 
years and hope that they manage 
to get along to some of their gigs 


Going, Going, Gone 


‘Going For A Song’... 


@ After much deliberation | have 
come to the conclusion that ‘GFAS' 
has nowhere to go, it has failed to 
attract the kind of interest to justify 
its existence and to be perfectly 
honest | cannot see the situation 
improving in the near future. | don’t 
regard myself as a quitter and | still 
fervently believe that the writing and 
performance of original material is 
the only way to gain credibility, 
however ‘Fear’, ‘Apathy’, 
‘Nostalgia’ and ‘Small Mindedness’ 
nave proven to be impossible 
barriers to acceptance. 


‘FEAR’ Because the majority of Acts 


seem scared to attempt anything 
new in case bookings suffer. 


‘APATHY’ From Acts, Music 
Publishers, Record Companies and 
Fans - who seem content with 
things the way they are and would 
sooner keep plodding down the 
road to nowhere than attempt to 
broaden the horizon. 


NOSTALGIA’ ... 

with stars like Daniel O'Donnell, 
proving they can make their names 
out of pure nostalgia prospects 

for ‘NEW’ songs become bleaker 
every day 


Pete Griffin 


The insistence of fans that acts 
perform ‘Old Chestnuts’ to be 
accepted, prevents general 
progress and the ‘Small 
Mindedness'’ of the majority of CMC 
Organisers, who insist on Acts 
booked sticking to ‘Stuff That They 
Personally Know’ means that even 
the most adventurous Acts are 
prevented from offering the public 
something new! 


@ In that sort of climate advocating 
change becomes akin to moving 
mountains with a toothpick so 
regretfully I’ve decided to call time 
on ‘GFAS' (temporarily at least) 
even though | feel | am letting 
friends down... because | have 
come to regard many of the 
Songwriters | had contact with as 
exactly that. | thank you for all your 
contributions to my features, 
without you there would not have 
beena‘GFAS’ inthe first place. I’m 
not really turning my back on any of 
you, | still retain my belief in your 
talents and if there’s any way you 
think | can help in the future please 
don't hesitate to contact me..... 
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before 11th Dec. There are one or 
two blank dates between now and 
11th Dec, if any promoter would 
like to book the band get in touch 
with Ann on 0463-221268. They 
apologise for any inconvenience 
caused 


All dates booked until 11th 
December 1988 will be honoured. 


BIZARRE STATLERS 


location to tape a music video supporting their latest 
Mercury single ‘Let’s Get Started If We’re Gonna Break 
My Heart’. Produced by Billy Galvin for Jim Owens 
Entertainment, the clip depicts the fantasies of each 
Statler as they wait for a delayed flight. 


Indiana Jones, a Japanese tourist, a World War One 
flying ace, and an Arab sheik visited the Nashville airport 
recently — and caused quite a stir. Actually, Phil 
Balsley, Jimmy Fortune, Harold Reid and Don Reid (The 
Statler Brothers) were the costumed characters on 


Country Questions 


@ T.F. Kelf of Great Yarmouth asks 
about a book dealing with the life of 
HANK WILLIAMS. 


| think you must mean ‘Your 
Cheating Heart’ by Chet Flippo. 
Try Family Books, 13 Station Road, 
Keynsham, Bristol, BS18 2BH. 
Telephone Keynsham 68747; and 
tell them CMRU sent you! 


@ Mrs A. Marshall of Birkenhead also 
asks about books, this time concerning 
TAMMY WYNETTE and LORETTA 
LYNN. 


| think you’re looking for ‘Stand By 
Your Man’ by Tammy and Joan 


Jim Crisp of Ipswich tells us that the 
single ‘The Night Daniel O’Donnell 
Came To Town’ was recorded by 
former Irish folk singer, LOUISE 
MORRISEY and is available on 
Country M Records, number CMEP 
076. Joan Greenaway, organiser of 
the Grange CMC in Middlesex, 
offers similar information. Pauline 
Penfold of Southwick and William 
Whiteley of Heckmondwike clear up 
another question. ‘Take Time Out 
For Jesus’ is available on two 
CHARLEY PRIDE albums, ‘Did You 
Think To Pray’ (RCA LSA 3156) 
and ‘The Incomparable Charley 
Pride’ (Camden CDS 1115). John 


‘Radio John’. We want a copy of 
the DAVID ALLAN COE album 
‘Requiem For A Harlequin’. A full 
list of GEORGE STRAIT’s Ace In 
The Hole Band recordings. Current 
information on WILLIS ALLAN 
RAMSEY, DIANE PFIEFER, ROSE 
BRENNAN, SUE TERRY, STEVE 
RHYMER and KREG NANCE who 
sang in the movie ‘Motel Hell’. We 
want any country discographies and 
whatis the song with the line ‘I’m the 
son of a sailor and the sea’s in my 
blood’. And here’s some from me. 
What are the addresses of Bill 
Husband, Danny Dunleavy and 
PAULA KELLY. 


Dew and ‘Coal Miners Daughter’ by 
Loretta with George Vecsey. Again 
try Family Books. 


Davis helped with the Waylon 
Jennings question answered a 
couple of months ago. Thanks to all 


my friends. 
@ Jon Shumack of Wisbech (nice to 


hear from you again Jon) asks what 
happened to guitarist Leo Jackson. 


LEO JACKSON, formerly guitarist 
with the Blue Boys, Jim Reeves 
Band, picked on some Nashville 
sessions after the death of Jim, but 
whether he recorded any albums | 
don't know. Maybe my friends do. 


And now to those outstanding 
teasers. Does anyone know of a 
JOHN HARTFORD album called 


Answered by 
Pete Smith & Friends 


Every month we offer 
New Subscribers the 


chance to win a country album 


IFIRJEIEY 


THIS MONTH 
SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 
—— SUPER ——_ 

COUNTRY ALBUM 


If you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal you will 
also be eligible. 


OOOO0O 


But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with 


us by the first of next month 


OOO0O0O 


For the subscription rates 
see elsewhere in this 
publication. 


Last Months Winner 


Mr M. De Micheli, Adelaide Road, London 
As his prize Mr De Micheli will receive Randy Travis’s album Old 8 x 10 


NOVEMBER 1988 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


@ Having just recovered from my problems 
encountered in Peterborough, | can at last take a 
look around at the scene domestically and globally 
and find that country music is experiencing a 
mixed end to the year. 


@ Daniel O’Donnell made his first visit to the 
former steel capital of the world, Sheffield, and met 
the smallest audience of his tour. O’Donnell, 

one of the most successful Irish artistes in recent 
years, plays to near sell out houses everywhere, but 
not in Sheffield. Why?. | think the reasons are 
twofold. First, people in this neck of the woods just 
don’t take kindly to ‘their country music’ spiced with 
World War One and Music Hall songs... Second, it 
seems that most so-called fans in Sheffield, and 
neighbouring Rotherham, avoid putting their hands 
in their pockets whenever possible much preferring 
the ‘free admittance’ of local pubs and 

clubs. O'Donnell was not the only one to suffer... 
The Mark Moseley / Marie Lester Show, at 
Rotherham’s Ar’s Centre a couple of weeks earlier, 
had only a 
handful of 
people to 
witness what 
was a 
marvellous 
show. | 
hope the 
Billie Jo 
Spears Show 
at Sheffield 
City Hall this month and the Rusty Weir Show at the 
Rotherham Arts Centre next month, do better or! can 
see this part of South Yorkshire being deprived of 
overseas artistes for many years to come. 


Pete Smith 


@ Cult Cajun performer, Jo-El Sonnier has been 
awarded a British release for his hit album ‘Come 
On Joe’ (RCA). Sonnierhas had a very long career in 
music, beginning at the age of six. By the age of 
twenty-six, Jo-El moved to the West Coast where he 
worked as a sideman, then to Nashville where his 
talents as a musician and songwriter were 
recognised by Johnny Cash who took the young 
Cajun, using his accordian talents on the ‘Johnny 99” 
album and Cash recorded such Sonnier 
compositions as ‘Cajun Born’, ‘I’ve Got Jesus In My 
Soul’, ‘Lay Me Down In Dixie’. 


@ ‘Come On Joe’, with it’s three hit singles, the title 
track, ‘No More One More Time’ and Richard 
Thompson's marvellous ‘Tear Stained Letter’, has 
stamped Jo-El Sonnier a major international 
recording star. It really is difficult to extract 
highlights but I'll go for Dave Alvin’s ‘So Long Baby 
Goodbye’ (Originally recorded bythe Blasters), 
Randy Newman’s ‘Louisiana 1927’, the Fats Domino 
influenced ‘Raining In My Heart’ plus a mind 
blowing version of ‘Tear Stained Letter’. 
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BILL ANDERSON 


DELBERT McCLINTON 
ROY ROGERS 


STONEWALL JACKSON & GUY CLARK 
DOUG SAHM & PETE SAYERS 


BONNIE RAITT 
JAMES TALLEY 
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Billy Jo Spears 


@ A young and extremely talented overseas couple 
who do enjoy playing South Yorkshire, are Cathy 
Barton and Dave Para. From the Ozark Mountains in 
Missouri. Since the duo’s last tour of Britain, they 
have travelled extensively throughout the West 
Coast, the Eastern States and Midwest, taking in 
the Grand Masters fiddling contest in Opryland. 


Cathy Barton and Dave Para 


@ Gary Roberts, the Northern Ireland, now 
mainland based, singer / songwriter, informs me 
that his growing fan club has moved address. Write 
to Janet Wilkinson, 22 Moreton Road, Clifton Estate, 
Nottingham, NG11 9FH. Gary is also involved in 
promoting guitar strings for the Brazenrock 
company. I’m told these strings, from the Maxima 
company in Germany, are 24 carat gold and are said 
to be the best in the World. 


@ Stuart Cameron, the Oxford based country 
promoter has a new project - Silver Heart Country - a 
recording outlet for local talent. The first issue 
contains fourteen tracks showcasing thirteen acts, 
including Cameron himself. With a mix of male and 
female solos and bands performing both old 
favourites and originals in modern and more 
traditional style. The album liner notes include, 
contact telephone numbers for club secretaries. 


@ One recently packaged album to give me no end 
of pleasure (and laughs) is Tom Paxton with his live 
album, ‘In The Orchard’ (Sundown). This is Tom at 
his very best with eleven original comic pokes at 
various institutions. Paxton is both an astute and 
poetical writer who delights in drawing attention to 
personal petty annoyances in this humurous 
manner. For instance ‘Thank You Republic Airlines’ 
(for a broken guitar neck), ‘Only A Game’ (the 
frustration of a Rubix Cube), ‘Not Tonight Marie’ 
(could be subtitled ‘The Headache Song’), ‘Dear 
Diary’ (supposedly written by one A.Hitler) and ‘A 
Little Bitty Gun’ (his impression of the Reagan 
mentality). It’s great to laugh at the world now and 
then, and ‘In The Orchard’ certainly made me do 
that! 


@ Someone who also fights issues in song, butin an 
altogether more serious way, is my favourite British 
Gospel singer / writer, Garth Hewitt. Garth’s new 
album, ‘Scars’ (Myrrh), is his best to date with 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL SCORPIOS AND 
SAGITTARIANS INCLUDING: 


10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 


16th TROY SEALS 


DONNA FARGO 

NARVEL FELTS 

NEIL YOUNG & BARBARA FAIRCHILD 
JEANNIE KENDALL 

COLLEEN PETERSON 

C.W.McCALL & HANK WANGFORD 


thirteen originals that cover not only biblical 
statements but the plight of the Third World 
(‘Namibia’), the Middle East Conflict (‘Where Is The 
Land Of Palestine’), the Degenerate way our leisure 
time activities are leading us, (‘Amusing Ourselves 
To Death’) and an East European situation (‘In A 
Polish Winter’). My particular favourites are ‘Thirty 
Two Years’, a beautiful song with a strong moral, 
‘When Johnny Cash Sang The Man In Black’ and the 
song that excellently shows the joy Garth has in the 
Lord, ‘Get Up & Dance’. Complementing Hewitt’s 
writing and singing are some fine pickers; Howard 
Duck (keys), Tom ‘Razor’ Blades (guitars), Cal 
Freeman (steel), Hank Singer (fiddle, mandolin) and 
Doyle Grisham (acoustic guitar). 


@ Onthe singles front Comstock have been keeping 
up their good work breaking new names in 

Europe. Ron Brown, a native of California, offers 
‘New York City Woman’ / ‘Watching You Walk Away’, 
both self penned numbers. Though I’ve no criticism 
of the ‘A’ side, it’s a fine song, my preference was for 
the flip (you old romantic Smithy!). Multi- 
instrumental James Edwards Holmes picks all 
instruments on his recordings including his third and 
latest European release on Comstock, ‘Mother’s 
Mandolin’. The sentiment and traditional feel 
should make this one a big favourite this side of the 
Atlantic. The rich vocals and laid back approach of 
Michael ‘Dee’ Graham made ‘I’m Sorry’ appeal to 
me from the first spin. Could prove popular on 
general as well as country radio programming if it 
gets it. Loved that sultry sax.. 


@ Mary Beth, with the right promotion, has a big 
future in the business. Her Comstock recording of 
Chris Andrew’s ‘The Nature Of Love’ has much 
promise. | look forward to hearing more from 

her. Canadian Donald John is a new name to me, 
but one that could become more familiar in future 
months if ‘Don’t Look Away’ (Summit/Comstock) is 
anything to judge by... Don has a warm approach 
that given the right exposure could make him many 
fans in Britain!?... In reverse it’s been great to see 
ex-patriot Brit, Aubrey Lovejoy, making the 
American ‘Cash Box’ charts with his Mosrite single 
release ‘California Blues’. 


@ Finally a sad note. Many British Country artistes 
will be sad to hear of the death of Ernest 
Charlesworth, longtime concert secretary at Crookes 
WMC, in Sheffield. It was Ernest who took up the 
‘Country Banner’ when the late lamented Burnaby 
Street WMC closed down, bringing to his club some 
of the best Touring Club Acts available. Most 
artistes respected Ernest’s forthright if sometimes 
blunt, manner, as he defended totally live 

music. Not only offered a cordial welcome to artiste 
but also professional ‘showbiz’ advice based on 
thirty years experience. He will be sadly missed! 


@ That's it. Remember there are stars in the 
southern sky. 


Join the hundreds of satisfied callers who have 
already dialled a unique service! 


x COUNTRYG 


The UK 


New Releases — Tours — Awards — Radio & TV 
Publications — Festivals etc. 
ALL THE LATEST NEWS (including BRITISH!) 


0898 800 633 


CHANGED EVERY THURSDAY, MORNING 
Calls cost 30 rin Deak — 259 Man OM Da 


* 


GORDON LIGHTFOOT AND 
GENE CLARK 


JACKY WARD 
JERRY FOSTER 
JEAN SHEPARD 
JOHNNY CARVER 


JODY MILLER 
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@ When talking to country music fans about 
Texas | still get almost as many questions 
about dude ranches as | do about the music 
and the whole idea of a holiday, or part of one, 
on such a ranch obviously fascinates some 
people and, in fact, we have NEVER visited 
one and not found British people present, 
although they are not necessarily country 
music fans. 


@ Following articles in the past | have had the 
people phone me up to say they have stayed on one 
and how much they have enjoyed it and the British 
Country Music Association chose to do so this year 
So it is obvious that country music and dude 
ranches get along very well together. 


@ This year we visited several ranches and actually 
Stayed at four and, although they were all totally 
different, it is easy to see the attraction they have, all 
were good value for money, all involve country 
music somewhere in their entertainment 
programme and all of them we can recommend. 


The Rolls-Royce of dude 
ranches 


@ | will start with an old favourite of ours the Mayan 
Dude Ranch. The Hicks Gang seem to grow bigger 
every time we visit this lovely family and Judy's 
looks belie the fact that she and Don are 
grandparents many times over. 


@ The site of the ranch at Bandera is an excellent 
location, the accommodation brilliant with separate 
bathrooms and colour TV in all the cabins. The 
entertainment is first-class and varied and no 
matter how big an appetite you get by being in the 
open air it will NOT be big enough to do justice to the 
meals they supply. 


@ You can have breakfast ‘on the trail’ or in the 
dining room, lunch around the pool and evening 
meals are always based on a special feature that 
involves entertainment such as Mexican or a Texas 
Steak night. There is a happy hour(s) in the bar 
every night when you get FREE beer and most 
meals have free beer and soft drinks. 


@ During the day you can ride, swim, play several 
sports, hike around the ranch or go tubing down the 
river that runs alongside. There are hayrides and 
lessons in Texas-style dancing. All activities are 
included in the price. In the evening there is plenty 
of country music supplied on site and more 
available in Bandera. 


@ It is more expensive than some but you get what 
you pay for. For full details of the prices, etc, write 
to Mayan Dude Ranch, Bandera, Texas 78003. 


Family orientated 


@ The Lazy Hills Guest Ranch is a family ranch and 
aimed at a different type of clientele for as it says it is 
‘ideal for the family, church, school and business 
gatherings’. it will not cost you as much as the 
Mayan but it does not supply as much. 


@ Although the cabins are excellent in every way 
there are no TVs and the ranch does not have a 
bar. The whole place is much lower-key and very 
relaxing so many people will not think that that is a 
bad thing. 


@ Riding is not included in the price but if you take 
up the option then they are no longer than at the 
Mayan. There are plenty of sporting activities, big 
hearty meals and the entertainment is more ‘make it 
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yourself’ involving games like egg throwing and 
‘mummy making’ using toilet rolls. Written down 
this does not seem as enjoyable as it was while 
participating but | can assure you that the 
atmosphere at the cook-out when this was all taking 
place was excellent and although there is no bar you 
are welcome to bring your own. 


@ For those that are interested they arrange a 
weekly trip to the local honky tonk the 50-year-old 
open-air Criders. And as the ranch is not far from 
Kerrville there is plenty of other live entertainment 
there and if you go at the right time you may be able 
to see the famous Folk or Bluegrass festivals. 


@ They usually expect you to stay for a minimum of 
three days and there are large discounts for 
children, for which the ranch is particularly 

geared. The address is Lazy Hills Guest Ranch, 
Ingram, Texas 78025. 


One day ata time 


@ Not everyone can fit three days or so at a dude 

ranch into their schedule and the other two ranches 
covered here are different in that at present they do 
not offer accommodation but instead you just spend 
the day/evening there and then return to your motel. 


‘Mummy making’ at Lazy Hills Guest Ranch 


Hey dude don’t let 
me down 


That Lil’s a real Diamond! 


@ Texas Lil's Diamond A Ranch is situated at 
Justin, just outside Fort Worth. In the past | have 
described the lady as larger than life and larger than 
her poster and that is exactly true. 


@ Lil will not beat about the bushes and try to 
pretend you are seeing a working ranch. 

No way! Lil is in the entertainment business and 
entertain you she will! Normally she only allows 
larger groups but you can arrange to join one of 
these if you telephone 817-430 0192. 


@ If you arrive in a bus load the entertainment starts 
before you reach the ranch which is based on the 
last stop of the old Chisholm Trail. For around £18 
per person you get trail rides, hayrides, cowboys, 
gun fights, roping, the swimming pool and other 
sporting activities. A cook-out that includes huge 
T-bone steaks, cowboys singing around the 
campfire, etc. 


@ Drinks are usually extra and on some days they 
have major shows with acts like the Gary Gibbs 
Band appearing and they have now built a rodeo 
arena and will be having a weekly rodeo in season 
and this can convert to a 4000-seater for major 
country music concerts. 


Cowboy entertainment at a cook-out at Mayan Dude Ranch 


@ Itis hard to write about some of the things they 
get up to without spoiling the surprise but | can 
assure you that if you pick the right day you will have 
a memorable time you will be talking about for a long 
while to come and anyone taking a busload would 

be well advised to write to Box 656, Justin, Texas 
76247, for more details. 


Is Anybody Going To San 
Antonio? 


@ The last ranch featured only opens to visitors on 
Friday nights in the summer months and is situated 
at Marion which is about 25 miles from San Antonio 
on interstate 10 East and it is called Rio Cibolo. 


@ You arrive for a 6.30 start and the evening 
finishes about 11 pm. There is a very small rodeo, a 
chuck wagon cook-out, live country music 
entertainment and they will teach you to do the 
specialist Texas dances and the evening actually 
closes with a general dance. You also get a horse 
ride or a covered wagon/hayride. 


@ Atless than £12 per head and with all the beer 
thrown in it is excellent value. 

The phone number to ring for more details is (512) 
658 3515. 
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can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 
about the 1st of every month 


Annual Rates 


BRITISH ISLES ... £12.50 
EUROPE/REP IRELAND ... £15.00 
AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) ... £16.50 (Sterling) 


Send your name and address 
together with cheque/PO payable to: 


Country Music Round Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 

(Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln LN2 1AL, England 


I.M.P.A.C.T. 


@ Barry McCloud has launched 
MUSIC PROMOTION AND 
CONSULTANCY (I.M.P.A.C.T. !) as 
an all-embracing country music 
record promotion service. 


@ |.M.P.A.C.T. will cover radio 
and television promotion at 
national and regional levels as 
well as club promotion. Records 
will not just be mailed out; visits 
will be made to the radio stations 
to promote air play. Barry also 
tells us there will be special 
service for independent labels. 
They will try to obtain a US release 
for their product and they can 
provide complete US radio 
promotion via colleagues Ann 
Morton & Associates who are 
based in Nashville. 


@ Barry would like to hear from 
country music DJs who wish to be 
put onto the 1.M.P.A.C.T. MAILING 
LIST. For more details write to: 
1.M.P.A.C.T. !, ‘Cordillera’, 23 
Kings Avenue, Carshalton 
Beeches, Surrey, SM5 4NX. 
Telephone: 01-643-0736. 


The World’s No. 1 Country Rock Guitarist 


ALBERT LEE 


(with Hogan’s Heroes) 


THE BOB McKINLAY BAND 


in concert at the 
RIVERSIDE CLUB, BANKS, SOUTHPORT 


TUESDAY, 29th NOVEMBER, 1988 
Showtime 8 p.m. 


TICKETS £6 
Send S.A.E. and cheques etc, c/o Bob McKinlay, 


86 Bickershaw Lane, Abram, Wigan, WN2 5PP 
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BOOK REVIEW 


THE JUDDS 
BY BOB MILLARD 
Dolphin/Doubleday ISBN 0-385-24441-X 


This 206 page soft cover book reads 
almost like one of those American 
‘soaps’ that clutter up our TV 
screens, behind the sweet music of 
The Judds lies a typical tale of 
growing up in small town America. 
Naomi Judd (you'll find her real 
name in the book) grew up in 
Ashland, Kentucky, by the time she 
was seventeen she was pregnant 
and on her way to the altar with her 
boyfriend sweetheart Michael 
Ciminella, but like so many young 
marriages they soon discovered 
that they didn’t really have all that 
much in common, so it wasn’t long 
after the birth of their second 
daughter that they divorced. 


Arestless ambitious soul Naomi 
spent a reat deal of time in U Haul 
trucks ferrying her daughters and 
her possessions from Kentucky to 
California and back again. She 
worked as a model (as her youngest 
daughter now does), then as a 
nurse to help keep the family 
together . . . all related in this 
interesting and enjoyable book 
which goes on to tell how both 
Naomi and Wynonna became 
interested in music and how they 
trekked first to sunny California and 
then to Nashville to realise their 
musical dream. But it seems the 
sweetness on stage is not always 
reflected in their relationship with 
each other, often the case when two 
talented and artistic people live and 
work in close proximity. 


From their first unissued recordings 
to their first hits, the story unwinds in 
this fascinating insight of The Judds 
and Judd music. Also included are 
the stories behind some of their 
records including ‘Mr Pain’, ‘Why 
Not Me’ and ‘Grandpa’. Although 
this is an import | imagine that it 
shouldn't be too hard to track down 
a copy. 


Clive Wynes 


a+ 


COUNTRY ACT BY CMRU ILLUSTRATOR 
PETE COFFEY (size 10x8, suitable for 
framing). £4.99 each - incl. p&p. 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES OR P.O's PAYABLE TO PETE COFFEY. 


HOLIDAY 2b 3——— 


PONTIN’S 
COUNTRY MUSIC #! 
FESTIVALS 


Non stop lunchtime and afternoon entertainments, plus the 
Country Music Showcase for up and coming stars. Great 
evening concerts with Western and Square Dancing daily at 
each festival. 


Great New Year 
Cavalcade of Country Music 
1988/89 


29th December ’88 - 2nd January ’89 


Prestatyn Sands Holiday Centre, Prestatyn, 
North Wales 


Artistes appearing include: 
John Glenn & his Country Band * Memphis Roots * Emerald * Iona& Andy 
* Madison Country * Harvey * Jim Ryder * Ben Rees Band ® Jon Derek & 
Country Fever * Tony Goodacre ® Sarah Jory * The Rogue Band * Campbells 
Country ¢ Frisco * Darren Busby ° West Virginia® Tone & Brenda Howard ° 
Western Dance Team * Les Bennett plus Many Many more ... and the 
Pontin’s ‘Country Showcase’. 


plus many more... 


PONTIN’S COUNTRY WEEKENDS 


This coming Autumn we shall be introducing a whole series of 
weekends of Country Music. 


Full Board 
and waitress 


* Special Reunion Weekend with 
Campbells Country & Friends * 


Torbay Chalet Hotel, Paignton 
18th - 20th November 1988 


* A Weekend with Campbells Country * 
Torbay Chalet Hotel, Paignton, 
28th - 30th October 1988 


* A Weekend of Western Dancing with Dick and Geneva * 
Barton Hall Chalet Hotel, Torquay, 
4th - 6th November 1988 


* Pontin’s Country Club Weekend - 
“with a touch of olde Mexico”’ 
Torbay Chalet Hotel, Nr. Paignton 

11th - 13th November 1988 


* A Weekend of Square Dancing with Tone Howard * 
Riviera Chalet Hotel, Weymouth 


served 
meals on 
all weekends, 


Order now from: 18 Woodstock Crescent, Woodley, 
Stockport, Cheshire SK6 1QS. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: LIVING LEGENDS COLLAGE, AS REPRODUCED IN CMRU,.ON TOP 
QUALITY ART PAPER - SIZE 16x12 APPROX. £3.99 incl. p&p. 


25th - 27th November 1988 


* Pontin’s Country Re-union * 
Wick Ferry Holiday Village, Bournemouth 


“Don t forget to sen. ; 


, 


gel & Fans.” 
CY ay mi? 


This Christmas you can 
reach them all with this 


greetings to all your 


Artists and Fan Club Secretaries 


Reserve your 


by ringing Doreen on (0522) 41546 


THE CHESTNUTS 


Greetings 
Space 


AT). 
Sea Ae ,GLENTHAM, LINCOLNSHIRE 
Telephone 06737/333 
Dec/Jan issues _We are one of the top country venues in Lincolnshire and are 
£37.50 plus VAT) always looking for good quality acts for our Wednesday 


Final copy date: 
8th November 1988 
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Country Nights. 
Please telephone or write with C.V. and photo, address as above, to 
Ron Craven. 
In 1989 we are booking lots of top bands. 
PROGRAMMES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 


2nd - 4th December 1988 


* Western Dance Appreciation Society Gala Weekend * 
Sand Bay Chalet Hotel, Weston super Mare 
9th - 11th December 1988 


* Christmas Country Gala with Campbells Country, 
West Virginia, The Steve Knight Band, and many more * 
Sand Bay Chalet Hotel, Weston super Mare 

16th - 18th December 1988 


SPRINGTIME ’89 
COUNTRY FESTIVALS 


Easter Country Festival 1989, 
St. Mary’s Bay Holiday Centre 
23rd - 31st March 1989 


Springtime Country Festival, 
Prestatyn Sands Holiday Cente, 
North Wales 
29th April - 6th May 1989 


BOOK NOW 


TEL: (0772) 621621 


Please send details of Country Music 
Festivals 1988/89 


or for full details complete the INEM Cate neil motives. cS armitieG ohio anes = 
SoURo and send to Address Diniatelalnisinleieiatelsieceletstolpleisiaislelrictetsttcteteletn® 
Holiday Club Pontin’s, 

EGE sa1G0, Clg lev al insu en Ala ana Aeioaa ck ernrelas Gane e 
Lancs. PR7 5QQ POStCOde: 9,5 jisnsssolens setae cenesee es snes 
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SCOTS SCENE 


Compiled by: Jackie Blair 


—— Maggie and Tennessee Express 


@ After five and a half years of 
touring I’m told Ruby Rendall has 
decided to take her band off the 
road at the end of this year. Ruby's 
current cassette ironically entitled 
‘No More Broken Promises’, is a 
fine mixture of old and new songs, a 
couple of which were written by 
current band member Mackie 
Sutherland and the tape is a good 
example of material the band are 
doing at the moment. 


@ Contrary to rumours going 
round, Nebraska are not breaking 
up. Leader Bill Alexander has 
assured me that the band will be 
continuing with just one change in 
the line up. 


@ Gerry Ford is off to Nashville 
once again to record another album 
which I'm told should be available 
for Christmas . . . look out for 
veteran Grand Ole Opry star Jean 
Shepard touring Scotland in late 
November in the company of Gerry 
and Tracy Lee Walker! 


@ Maggie and Tennessee Express 
have been voted ‘Band of the Year’ 
by the Phoenix CMC, Dunfermline. 
Likewise ‘Nebraska’ by the Grand 
Ole Opry, (Glasgow). 


@ Thanks to Matt Girvan for the 
information he’s sent to me 
regarding the clubs on the West 
coast of Scotland. Matt is 
Secretary of the Rodeo CMC in 
Skelmorlie and he tells me, the club 
is still going well, and they have 
recently chosen Rambling Fever as 
their ‘Band of the Year’. 


@ Annabelle Gray has once again 
taken over the reins at the Southern 
Comfort Club in Kilwinning... The 
Southern Star and Stagecoach 
CMC's got together with the 
Darlington Charity Club and staged 
a dance which raised £4,000 for 
local charities (congratulations 
folks). The music was supplied by 
Sydney Devine... The Texas 
Rangers CMC welcomed CMRU 
readers Award Winning Duo, 
Jolene and Barry, to the complex in 
Penicuik and the club is now looking 
forward to the visit of the Cotton Mill 
Boys for a charity dance. 


@ The Burns CMC continue to 
meet at the Community Centre in 
Kennoway every Sunday and I’m 
told they are looking forward to visits 
by Tommy Truesdale and Pete 
Palmer's Band!... The Golden 
Nugget C & W Club continue to 
draw good crowds to the Abercorn 
Inn each Wednesday. The Double 
K, Dumfries meets monthly in the 
Hotel Embassy and recently 
enjoyed visits from Linda Cassady 
and West Virginia and Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos. 


@ The Tucson CMC has been 
suffering from poor attendances 
recently despite the high calibre of 
artistes that have been playing 
there. Recently visitors have been 
Pinkertons Colours, Tony 
Goodacre and Sarah Jory and 
Gerry and Country Pride. 


@ That's all for now folks. | am 
now looking forward to a well 
earned rest after tramping around 
Butlins for three days. (See 
review). 


122 Brunton Gardens, Edinburgh 


031 556 9642 


ULSTER REPORT 


Compiled by: Richard Dudgeon 


@ Susan McCann this summer 
certainly lived up to her image as 
one of Ireland's leading 
International singing stars. 
Appearances in Nashville 
Tennesse and Norway were among 
the highlights of a hectic summer 
schedule that took Susan around 
the British Isles . .. but quite typically 
she took it all in her stride adopting 
the simple philosphy of ‘one show at 
atime’. 

@ For three successive nights in 
August Susan took the stage at the 
glittering Dollywood Theme Park, at 
Pigeonforge, Knoxville, just outside 
Nashville. ‘It was quite a thrill to 
appear at Dollywood’, says Susan, 
‘I've sung at the Grand Ole Opry on 
several occasions and I've met 
Dolly Parton when | was doing 
studio work in Nashville, but 
normally non-American artists 
appearing in Nashville are lucky if 
they sing acouple of songs!’ but the 
time schedule for her first night at 


Dollywood was one hour and she 


‘also enjoyed a prime spot on the 


Saturday Resident Jamboree and 
the Sunday Gospel Show. 


@ Over the years Susan has 
recorded a number of Gospel tracks 
on her twenty two albums has now 
decided that her next album will bea 
Gospel recording. The albums to 
be recorded on the Word label ata ~ 
Manchester studio will include a 
mixture of the popular well known 
tracks plus some new material! 
Currently her latest album, an Irish 
country collection titled ‘The Town | 
Love So Well’ is making its mark in 
the Irish charts. A self-produced 
album recorded on the Music Box 
label it’s also creating useful 
interest on the International market, 
particularly with Irish exiles in 
Australia, Canada and America. For 
the second time in six months 
Susan recently appeared at major 
Scandinavian country festival in 
Kings Park Stavanger... A3,000 


seater outdoor arena event that had 
George Hamilton IV and top 
Swedish, Danish and Norwegian 
artists also appearing Susan's 
records still selling well in 
Scandinavia, her reputation is also 
high with fans in West Germany, 
France, Holland and Switzerland 
following several personal 
appearances in recent years. 


@ Susan of course, shot to 
international acclaim in 1982 when 
she won the Euro Masters Gold Star 
Award in Holland, since then she 
has appeared on shows at 
Carnegie Hall, New York, Royal 
Albert Hall, London and 
represented Ireland at Fan Fair in 
Nashville. International 
appearances are now an important 
element in Susan's career, but she 
is firmly committed with her 
Storytellers Band to an around the 
year schedule of shows in Ireland 
and the British mainland. 


@ The Homespun label have just 
released a new album by Hugo 
Duncan called ‘By Special Request’ 
DHL 718 a nice selection including 
‘Funny Face’, ‘Shutters and 
Boards’, ‘My Lovely Irish Rose’, 
‘We Stood At The Alter’ and ‘Old 
Mud Cabin On The Hill’ ECT 14 
tracksinall.... could be another big 
seller for Hugo? 

@ Charlie Tosh tells me John 
Greer’s album ‘A Personal Tribute 
To Gentleman Jim 

Reeves’ is the 


_—— Philomena Quinn 


best selling album to date for Hawk 
Records. The album is not only 
selling well in the North of Ireland 
and England, but also moving well 
in Europe. . . and | hear that 
negotiations are in progress with a 
major international label for the right 
to release the album under license. 


@ Making her debut on the 
Homespun Recording label is 
another member of the famous 
Quinn family from 
Magherafelt, 


Philomena. The country colleen 
has chosen the Dolly Parton song 
‘Wild Flowers’ for her first single on 
the Belfast based label. Starting 
her career with Malachy Doris and 
his band some years ago, she spent 
three happy years until she left to 
get married and actually stopped 
singing for a number of years. Then 
her more famous brother Brendan 
asked her to stand in for him as he 
was going on holiday. After a 
months stint Philomena had 
enjoyed herself so much that she 
decided to form her own band, The 
Gamblers. 


@ Since then she has recorded an 
album and appeared on several 
television how. Tre title of her new 
cassette is ‘Irelands Country 
Colleen’ and it contains a collection 
of 12 Country/Irish songs including 
‘Mother's Bible’, ‘Forty Shades Of 
Green’ and ‘An Irish Lullaby’. Well 
That's is for this month, address as 
usual. 


10 Kitchener Street, Belfast BT12 GLE. 


0232 240415 
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@ The Dublin based Fleadh 
Cowboys have made tremendous 
inroads into the country music 
market. They have appeared on 
several RTE television shows 
including The Late Late Show, 
backed the Olympia Theatre in 
Dublin, and enjoyed rave reviews. 
While their debut single for EMI 
Records enjoyed chart status for the 
band. 


@ The Fleadh Cowboys single 
entitled ‘Hardcore Hotel’ a song 
composed by tead vocalist Peter 
Cummins, while the flip side ‘Young 
Men of this Country’ was composed 
by their other lead singer Frankie 
Lane. On ‘Hardcore Hotel’ the 
band were joined by Mary Coughlan 
as guestsinger. The single won the 
Cowboys numerous new fans, and 
a highly successful Irish tour. Now 
EMI Records are to release a debut 
album from the band, featuring 
Frankie and Peter and several new 
compositions. 
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@ Just six months back a new duo, 
Two-of-a-Kind, hit the country 
music scene, and already they are 
being rated as one of the most 
promising newcomers to emerge in 
'88. The duo Siobhan McGinley 


and Aidan Canning (iit, 


hail from 


aa 


[a Two-Of-A-Kind 


Limavady and were both former 
members of the band Pride. 


@ When Pride decided to disband 
Siobhan and Aidan decided to 
branch out on their own. Already 
Two-of-a-Kind have issued a new 
ten track cassette-album ‘Country 
Sounds’ and a debut four track EP 
‘Back In Love By Monday’, both 
issued by S.R.S. Records. Siobhan 
says that the EP and cassette 
recorded in the famed Slane 
Recording Studios and produced by 
Johnny Dee is enjoying good radio 
air-spins much to their delight. 


@ Onstage live Two-of-a-Kind 
perform the usual country favourites 
but added material composed by 
Aidan himself. At present the duo 
play mostly in the North West 
Region, but with the release of their 
recording’s they should appeal to a 
wider audience. . So early in the 
New Year they will embark on their 
first major Scottish tour, then it's 
back to the recording studio. With 
names such as Two’s Company, 
Foster and Allen, etc, we have room 
for a new country act, and 
Two-of-a-Kind have the right mix to 
fill this country gap!! 


@ Jack Allen and Allendale 
re-issue ‘Sarah-Jane’ as anew four 
track EP, which could boost their 
popularity. Currently touring with 
Daniel O'Donnell in the UK 


songstress Mary Duff is back with 
‘Beautiful Meath’ as her new 
single. Kid Wayne's in good vocal 
style as he sings ‘Old Mud Cabin’. 
Album wise, well it seems that ‘Back 
In Love By Monday’ is a sure hit for 
Ray Lynam, it’s being hailed as his 
best in many a year. ‘The Best of 
The Best’ of Hugo Duncan, sadly is 
just old material revamped. Michael 
O'Brien awaits the big push from 
K-tel with ‘Waiting For You’ a 
mixture of country 'n’ Irish 
favourites. 


@ Kathy Durkin seems set for big 
things, the lass who toured America 
and Germany, was awarded a Gold 
Disc for her debut album 
‘Memories’, and now she has 
signed a management deal with Joe 
McCadden... Kathy and her New 
country band are enjoying Irish 
chart success with ‘Midnight to 
Moonlight’... Kid Wayne was 
thrilled to be invited to join Vernon 
Oxford for a new television 
documentary which will be 
screened by BBC2’s ‘Arena’ series 
early in the New Year. . The 
legendary Charley Pride appears in 
Dublin this month to be followed by 
Johnny Cash, June Carter and 
daughter Roseanne, they also play 
dates in Belfast and Cork. 


@ Itseems both Philomena Begley 
and Seamus McGee won many 
new fans during their recent 
Scottish tours. Seamus will have 
his debut album issued by Unicorn 
Records next month, in time for the 
Christmas rush. 


@ Also next month the National 
Entertainment Awards '88 will be 
announced, and many will be 
hoping to be included on the 
nomination short list, but sadly 
many will be very disappointed. 


@ Congratulations to Eamonn and 
Mary, better known as Two's 
Company, who are celebrating their 
21st anniversary on the bandstand. 
Failte Records have issued a 
special ‘Anniversary’ album from 
the popularduo. Here is tothe next 
21 years... 


@ Sad to note that Rhinestone 
have faded from the country market, 
while Paul and Mary B return to the 
pop scene with New Pluto . . 


‘Bunbeg’ Letterkenny, Co.Donegal. 


075 31176 
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@ November appears to be quite a 
good month for tours and Leas Cliff 
Hall at Folkestone is becoming a 
regular venue for such tours. This 
month within days of each other 
there are two major promotions 
stopping there, as the Charley Pride 
show is closely followed by the 
Billie Jo Spears/Ronnie Prophet 
package. This follows recent 
concerts by Rita Coolidge and the 
Dr Hook. | can recommend this 
venue which now has the 
advantage of a new underground 
car park opposite with a walkway 
direct to the hall and parking’s free 
in the evenings which makes it a 
very convenient venue. 


@ | recently attended the afore- 
mentioned Dr Hook gig which came 


amid a splash of publicity in the 
national press over the line up. It 
appears that at some venues early 


in the tour people walked out as the 
line up was not what they were 
expecting. However, as | have 
always been a fan of Ray Sawyer | 
was not disappointed. The band 
gave a lively if different 
performance, including songs that 
the fans had come to hear, such as 
‘Sylvia’s Mother’ and ‘Cover Of 


Rolling Stone’. | can understand 
how some people could have felt 
disappointed because this was 
certainly a different Dr Hook in style 
and sound to that which toured here 
last featuring Dennis Lochrriere. 
There was announcements every 
five minutes of so stating the line up 
of the band and giving you the 
opportunity to obtain a refund if you 
wanted one but almost full house 
remained in tact. 


@ Ifthe two hours mentioned 
above are not enough Boxcar 
Willie, Margo Smith and Colorado 
are riding into the Marlowe at 
Canterbury and the Central Hall, 
Chatham, so it looks like a very 
expensive month for the fans with 
ticket prices as high as £12 being 
charged. 


@ The Annual Steel Guitar Festival 
takes place again this month near 
Newbury and this area is normally 
well represented, and | hear 
Spencer Scott and Dave Kirk 
performing this year | wish them 
well, incidentally Spencer can now 
be seen with the Dave Keen Band 
and Dave Kirk can be found playing 
with Shackle, also with Bandana, if 
Jim Smith is not around. .. I'm told 
also, Dave is available to sit in with 
anybody who might be short of a 
good steel player/lead guitarist. As 
a matter of interest Dave is now 
playinga Sho Bud Lloyd Green, 
which Ronnie Bennett's of Liverpool 
have converted into a twin kneck 
and re-furbished (it's a pretty smart 
customized steel). 


@ I've heard on the grapevine that 
the Regency C.M.C., Horsham, is 
running again, perhaps somebody 
could let me know more details. 


‘Millstone’, 3 Woolage Green, 
Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6SF 


(0304) 830627 
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@ The tourist season continues 
unabated visitors from across the 
pond come to sing their songs, 
some familiar and some totally 
unknown. The sheepman and the 
cattleman carried the genre of the 
western straight to the music scene 
in the Midlands. 


@ The Sheepman, Pinto Bennett 
with his own band, the Famous 
Motel Cowboys, making his second 
visit. Two dates, a semi-concert for 
the Rhinestone in Walsall and a 
return visit to the Border Cafe at the 
Breedon Bar where the American 
Honky Tonk style is the order of the 
day. Pinto in concert is a 
remarkable find, friendly, 
gregarious and musically 
magnificent. Western swing to 
blues, new to old, his own songs to 
other peoples. Twin lead guitars 
whose styles had the off-duty 


muso’s in the room crowding away 
from the bar to watch. ‘Could be 
bigger than Boxie’ was the general 
concensus. In the Breedon Bar he 
had the same approach as D.A.C. 
no intro just back to back music. 


@ The cattleman, Lore Coyote 
Orion with his band Legend seemed 
this trip to be developing more into 
the man and his musicians rather 
than the oneness of the outfit first 
time around. He was alittle late but 
made up for it with one longish 

set. Perhaps the sound at the 
Breedon is a little fluffy, its all house 
gear with a house mixer, but Lores 
vocals got overrun by the band and 
mostly his intros were not audible at 
all. Hopefully this will have 
improved by the time Dan Seals 
makes his only visit to this area? 


@ It always used to be that if an 
American artiste came into this 
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@ When Rio visited The Outpost at 
Yateley playing a repertoire of 
mostly well known numbers, old and 
new, | liked very much the 
instrumentals such as ‘Sleepwalk’ 
and ‘Apache’. 


@ My first visit to the Oakridge 
C.M.C. at the Viables Centre in 
Basingstoke was to see the 
Princess of the Pedal Steel Guitar, 
Sarah Jory, with Tony Goodacre 
and | was not disappointed; the two 
complement each other. On this 
occasion they were joined by Laurie 
Ashley of Pedro on bass. They 
sang many of their easy going well 
known numbers, varied buy Sarah's 
excellent instrumentals, including 
‘Orange Blossom Special’ and her 
own composition ‘Sticky Fingers’. 
During the breaks both were 
surrounded by fan club members, 
two of them having travelled from 
Hollandjust to see them perform. 
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@ Stu Page and Remuda were one 
of the visiting bands at the Fort 
Worth Club last month. It was a 
warm night so most guests were just 
happy to sit and listen to the band, 
but a small number could not resist 
demonstrating their line-dancing. 
The band’s rendition of ‘Duelling 
Banjos’ too, got a lot of participation 
from the audience. 


@ Spellbound, last month's other 
visitors were the first group to wish 
us a merry Xmas, also singing 
‘White Christmas’. They included 
the song ‘| Thought Canada Was 
Cold’ which had been specially 
written for them. This band 
included a lot of humour in their act 
and gave everyone any enjoyable 
evening. The following night | saw 
them receive a Best Band of the 
Year award from the Edenbridge 
C.M.C., a well deserved reward. 


country then that fine band of 
brothers the Musician’s Union used 
to insist that a fellow artist was given 
an equal work permit for the U.S.A. 
Has this all changed or do they 
allow other types of performers to 
go in place of the influx of country 
singers? Do you know any of our 
country singers that has gone there 
to work (not record but to work the 
circuit and sing the clubs and bars 
legitmately? | don’t? 


@ Sylvie, lead vocalist with the 
locally based Sylva Dollar Band 
recently went over to record backed 
by some impressive Nashville 
session players. She cut two 
singles for Jack Gale’s Playback 
label (due to be released in U.K. on 
the Barge label?). A young lady 
who has served her dues on the 
club circuit for many years as part of 
this family band. Husband Len joins 


@ Wokingham’s H-Bar-C has had 
a variety of country music 
entertainment lately. Those 
bearded, good-hearted country 
gents, Nashville Fever as usual did 
their own thing. They are very 
popular with this club’s members 
and keep coming back. . . also they 
often bring along a group of their fan 
club members. 


@ |twas a first time visit to this club 
for Kelvin Henderson. He is almost 
as good solo as with a band but on 
this occasion he was backed by 
Dave Gould on bass, Jim Cotterell 
on drums and Des Richards on lead 
guitar. I'd dub Kelvin British 
country music story teller as he 
loves to sing songs with good story 
theme lyrics... Gerry Ford also 
made a welcome return visit, 
introducing his new band. He then 
created a night of romance with his 


her this month on a return visit for 
more recording. 


@ Rio Grande here added a steel 
player to their line up, Adam Glear 
joins to fill the front line sound, one 
time protege of Maurice Hipkiss 
Adam adopts a slightly softer 
approach than his mentor. Featured 
in their set is a very strong ballad 
version of ‘Foster Boy’ Noel Dillon’s 
‘Soldier Blue’. 


@ Noel Dillion waited a long time 
for Tony Best to invite him to travel 
the 12 miles to the Lazyacre club, 
still one of the top concert club's in 
the area. Noel headlined the other 
week along with Bristol's Booker 
Bros. 


@ Tony Best that gentle giant on 
stage has had to stop touring on 
doctor’s orders. From Jan 89 Tony 
will only be involved in the Tony 
Best leisure holidays and music 
weekends and of course the 
Lazyacre C.M.C. 


@ Insix short weeks young Barry 
Cooper has become one of the most 
laid back drummers that ever left the 


Kelvin Henderson 


‘easy listening’ songs. Gerry has 
been in Nashville during October 
recording his ninth album and 
having a well deserved holiday . . . 
Pinto Bennett drew a full house ‘for 
his unique repertoire of music, plus 
a few well known numbers thrown 
in, but in the ‘Pinto style’, which 
made this a night to remember. His 
‘wolf howls’ are now returned by his 
growing number of fans. ‘Ballad 
Hay Sing’ is a bit Chinese? but 
comes across unmistakably as a 
country song that added to the fun of 
the night. Certainly there's 
something to cater for all tastes 
locally since my last report. 


funk rock scene. Nowa fulltime pro 
with the Bob McKinlay band he has 
fitted in very smoothly. 


@ Congratulations to Sarah Jory, 
she has just had the first Brit steel 
instrumental C.D. released— ona 
Dutch label! Sad news though, 
commitments prevent her touring 
with her hero Buddy Emmons this 
time. Sarah featured at the Stag 
with the Tony Goodacre Trio and 
played to a full house. 


@ Colorado had to pull out a show 
at the Rhinestones at one days 
notice, apparently the postal 
dispute delayed the dreaded 
contract. Candy Mountain filled in 
for them and kept the punters 
boogieing. 


@ Talking of pulling, Raymond 
Froggatt’s management felt that 
one set was more in keeping with 
being Brits No.1 and ecently told ‘Mr 
Pontin’ so. . . (Two sides to every 
story). 


@ Thatcertain guarentee of S.R.O. 
signs Brendan Shine did the 
business at Oakengates Town Hall 


@ I've had invites to two country 
music parties lately. One in 
Mychett Community Centre 
celebrated Reg and Jan Baker's 
30th wedding anniversary. Reg, 
who lives in Shropshire, had 
brought with him popular Welsh 
entertainer Jeff Cliffson. This 
pleasant gentleman of country 
music still runs his own C.M.C. 
every Monday in Wrexham and he 
loves his work as it showed in his 
performance. . . Tony and Sylvia 
(Fort Worth C.M.C.) organised a 
21st birthday party and invited 
about 150 country music friends to 
Worplesdon, Nr Guildford, to hear 
music from Hobo. One highlight of 
the night was the Kissogram girl 


organised by the Southern Raiders. 


@ The Lakeside Club at Frimley 
Green played host to the Dr Hook, 
new line up band. The unmistakable 
voice of Ray Sawyer helped 
recreate their sounds of the 70’s 
although Ray (who still covers his 
right eye, which was hurt in a car 
crash, with the black patch that 
originated the name Dr Hook) was 
casually dressed and the group 
looked a bit out of place at the plush 
Lakeside Club, but the audience 
loved and cheered the well known 


the day before Mart Connor and the 
Carrot Crunchers were due. Mart’s 
show was cancelled, everybody 
was told except Mart, OOPS! 


@ The Riverboat at Kidderminster 
has survived a management policy 
of cutting out the music nights. 
Quick change of band as 
Quicksilver went down with multiple 
flu. 


@ Same problem at Dereck 
O’Halloran’s Double M but Mark 
Moseley and Marie Lester filled the 
venue for their show. Deke hada 
great change of band at the 
Woodhayes, Roger Humphries 
brought his new band down to pack 
the Woodhayes. 


@ Thanks to your support in the 
C.M.R.U. Internationals Awards, 
country Jock section. Beacon 
Country is now a full four hour show 
each week on Saturdays. 


148 Warrens Way, 
Telford TF7 SOF 
0952 583672 


ost adverusements 

are legal, decent, 
honest and truthful. A few 
are not, and, like you, we 
want them stopped. 

If you would like to 
know more about how to 
make complaints, please 
send for our booklet: 
‘The Do's and Don'ts of 
Complaining’ It's free. 


The Advertising 
Standards Authority. 


ASA Ltd . Dept Z. Brook House. 
Tomngton Place London WCIE 7HN 


songs like ‘The Cover Of Rolling 
Stone’ and of course their one time 
No.1 hits ‘I’m In Love With A 
Beautiful Woman’ and ‘Sylvia's 
Mother’ were part of their set. 


§ Lakeland Drive, 
Camberley GU16 5LD - 
0276 24504 
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@ Inorder to prove that two into 
one can sometimes go and courtesy 
of that recent postal dispute and as 
a certain Millicent Martin almost 
sang ‘That Was The Month That 
Was’, let’s have a quick resume of 
‘Whatever Will Be’ was... 
Southside were playing at the 
Virginian, a group new to me O.K. 
let's be kind and say it’s static 
country, | thought Danny was the 
only one who wasn’t employed by 
Madame Tussaud’s . . .This was 
followed by the piece de resistance 
when | travelled to the famed 
Ronnie Scott club for a press 
showing of Hank Stardust and in the 
immortal opening line of the Hoagy 
Carmichael song ‘Sometimes | 
Wonder’. This had to be the most 
ridiculous apparition | have ever yet 
seen purport under the guise of 
country music. Whenever people 
say to me have you heard the one 
about, | in future will reply ‘yes, 

but have you experienced Hank 


Stardust’. Truly a sight to be 
immediately missed. 


@ Happier times were round the 
corner though when | ventured to 
the Cheyenne to witness local 
group the Lowdowners for a first 
viewing, must say | hope their as 
good second time around, a group 
I'llkeep tabs on. ... Memphis Roots 
are a group that | have been partial 
to for a while now, so we'll just say 
they were up to standard when 
playing close to home at Calamity 
Jane's, but more on them another 
time. . .. Footscray’s STC club was 
my next haunt for the visit of C.J. 
Cody and First Base, now featuring 
Eddie Justin on steel again the 
standard was ‘high’. . . . Firewater 
provided my next drop of country 
and Jimmy and the boys seem to be 
getting it well and truly back 
together again after what | though 
was a period ‘off course’ or a band 
of which big things were expected. . 


Finally the month ended with a visit 
to the Willow Creek club for 
perpetual favourites Tony Collins 
and Bakersfield; certainly a good 
way to end any month at a good club 
with a first rate group. 


@ Right second pint now coming 
up, with a visit by Bill Conlon and 
Emerald at Calamity Jane's. A visit 
well worth the time and trouble with 
the popular Irishman mesmorising 
the audience on the night, it’s also 
good to see the crowds improving at 
Joan and Skee’s club. 


@ Campbell's Country are a group 
that I can listen to time and time 
again, so ventured to the STC for 
Jennie’s birthday night when they 
played recently, good job | went 
early as the SRO sign were up by 
five to nine. 


@ It's terribly hard, | feel for a solo 
artist to perform for 3 full sets in a 


club that is very strong in it’s 
dancers, so | felt a certain sympathy 
for Gary Roberts when | caught up 
with him recently at the Virginian. 
Gary has a lovely voice and is no 
mean instrumentalist, but to carry a 
full evenings programme on your 
own becomes very repetitious after 
awhile and could explain why the 
attendance was down on the night. 


@ Onahappier note | did want to 
inform you last month that a certain 
Ed Pearson is ‘Spellbound’ by his 
latest aquisition, a black Takamine 
guitar once the property of Tompall 
Glaser, hope he didn’t pay an arm 
and a leg for it as he will now need 
two arms to prove he can play it. 


@ Returned to the Cheyenne club 
the other Friday for the visit of Hobo, 
a group | have not seen in alittle 
while, glad | did as Terry and the 
boys gave a great evenings show. 
Don’t forget you owe me a visit to 
my radio prog, which incidentally 
has changed time and can now be 
heard on Sunday mornings 
between 8am and 10am (whatever 
happened to my lay in?), further 
news on that incidentally is that by 
the time you read this we should 
have incorporated Greenwich 


Cable into our audience, so anyone 
on that cable should be able to pick 
up the show. 


@ Saw another group new to me 
recently, Harmony Country Band, 
based in the south and featuring 
Nick Double on lead vocals and 
rhythm, wife Sue on bass and 
vocals, Pete Doorey-on lead/vocals 
and blind drummer Jed Stacey, they 
mentioned that they had not yet got 
well into the club circuit but the 
evidence of this evening at the 
Virginian it will not be long before 
they do. Nick who has a nice line in 
vocals together with the other three 
band members gave a fairly full club 
a good nights entertainment, 
although one criticism | would make 
is that the format could do with a 
little tightening up and the breaks 
between numbers need to be 
speeded up slightly, still, the 
audience enjoyed them. 


@ Finally this month | visited 
another club new to me at 
Chingford, the San Diego. It 
seemed to be a period when muso’s 
went missing as Family Tradition 
(remember the Collins family) were 
a member short on the night, didn’t 
seem to bother them though as they 
more than compensated with their 


performance. Run by Linda and 
Graham, the club is very 
reminiscent of Vic Neve’s 
‘Nashville’ in appearance and | can 
assure you that a good line in 
bar-b-que’d food is readily 
available as well as a nice friendly 
welcome. One feature | did like was 
that the club organise a free coach 
service for those members unable 
to travel, perhaps a thought some 
other clubs might care to 
investigate. 

@ Just news of a couple of venues 
that are around at the moment, the 
Townhouse presents country every 
Tuesday from 8.15 at 48, London 
Road, Enfield, while the Bal Tabarin 
at the Downham Tavern in now 
featuring country music on various 
evenings, it recently had Pinto 
Bennett and the Famous Motel 
Cowboys, Two Hearts and Mark 
Moseley and Marie Lester, and this 
month features Albert Lee, on the 
26/27th, and more about those 
other shows next month . . . just 
thought that will be almost 
Christmas, oh well..... . 
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@ I've received just two local 
reports this month, the first from 
Swindon Silver Spur C.M.C. which 
reads Homer had engine trouble at 
motorway services but thanks to 

M & K (DISCO) who went to the 
rescue (and returned them again 
after the gig), a nearly full house 
enjoyed a great evening from the 
band who played on after usual 
time. At their Charity Dance in aid 
of C.A.L.M. the club raised £739 
and would like me to thank the 
O.T.T. Country Band and the Steve 
Knight Country Band who provided 
a great night of country music and 
thanks go to the Fox & Hounds for 
the donations for the raffle. (The 
dance was a sell out). 


@lsa Mclisaac from the Continental 
Divide C.M.C. Plymouth says in her 
report, ‘Our club night this month 
was a very successful one (as 
usual) with local group Medicine 
Bow’, who apparently played extra 
well getting carried away with the 
atmosphere of the place and the 
cheers of the members. They were 
presented for the second year with 
the clubs award for Best West 
Country Band. There is little | can 
say that hasn't been said about this 
band, they really are the ‘TOPS’. 


bie 


Steve Knight 
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@ The last few weeks will be 
remembered by me for the diversity 
of emotions that certain happenings 
aroused in me. Despair, that a 
great new venue that was widely 
advertised attracted around thirty 
people on its first night and has 
since folded. Disappointment that 
a week | spent in Cleethorpes (see 
review elsewhere) was a flop. The 
surprise to find seventy eight letters 
waiting for my return and the 
exhaustion after reading and 
replying to them all. Then there 
was the delight at the performance 
of most of the acts who have 
appeared at my favourite local 
venue. . . plus | was enraptured with 
the lift | got into rural Lincolnshire via 
the American Oldsmobile, courtesy 
of Chris and Bev (Notts Americana). 


@ Soit’s been swings and 


roundabouts, with the good things 
generally compensating for the not 
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so good and last month looked likely 
to end on a good note — until | read 
the letter from The Committee of 
Wrangle C.M.C. about the non- 
appearance of Raymond Froggatt 
at their Festival (October issue). 
Reading that letter | got the 
impression that the fact that | 
commented on the situation the 
previous month was purely 
coincidental, and that my name was 
being used solely as a means of 
justifying their ‘snide’ comments. 
While | do not wish to become 
involved in a slanging match with 
‘the committee’, | must reiterate 
that the comments | made were asa 
direct result of two letters | received 
from people who presumably 
attended the event. Both the letters 
contained comments that | knew to 
be untrue, both expressed opinions 
and sentiments that went far 
beyond being merely disappointed 
and both received from the the 


treatment they deserved — the 
waste paper bin. | do sympathise 
with Wrangle C.M.C. and fans who 
were naturally disappointed at 
‘Froggie’ not appearing, however 
that is no excuse for making snide 
remarks or writing poisonous letters 
@ The Phoenix C.M.C. (operates 
Tuesdays fortnightly from The 
Manor House, West Bridgford, 
Notts under the enthusiastic Dennis 
Sleigh), were treated to a great 
show from Mel Hague and his band 
of teenagers, plus Bettina. Mel is 
delighted with the way things are 
going, the duets between Mel and 
Dominique were terrific and what a 
little stunner she is. Bettina on the 
other hand puzzles me — she has 
-genuine talent but insists on hiding it 
behind material that was popular 
before she was born. An update 
would do much for her credibility 
and just might get her the sort of 
recognition her talent deserves. 


@ Although | used to enjoy 
listening to Hickory Lake, | was 
never a total fan of theirs. After 
three spots of Lindsey St. John and 
her band | still feel pretty much the 
same way, because | suspect she is 
trying to front the band the Vic 
Woodhouse way instead of being 
herself. After a brightstart at Fred’s 
Place they seemed to lose their 
way. 


@ After my disappointment at 
Cleethorpes, what better way to be 
picked up that three terrific spots 
from Kenny Johnson and Northwind 
at my favourite venue — Fred's 
Place. ‘Shame On The Moon’, 
‘More Of You’, ‘In Your Loving 
Arms’, ‘City Lights’, ‘Stars On The 
Water’ (for Wendy's birthday) 
highlighted the talent and versatility 
of his quartet. A bonus was Bobby 


Arnold in superb form on such 
numbers as ‘Guitar Man’ — a 
superb night. Kenny was offering 
two tickets for next years Cup Final 
at Wembley between Liverpool and 
Whoever — I'd much sooner see 
him and the band given a full hour 
spot on Mervyn Conn’s Wembley 
Festival Main Stage. 


@ Despite being one of the few 
British acts to be featured on 
BBC2’s ‘Sing Country’, Pinkertons 
Colours still don’t get the 
recognition they deserve. This 
wasn't the case at Fred’s Place 
where they delighted a 
knowledgeable audience with a 
nice mix of old and new 

material. ‘She's Mine’, ‘Money 
Pass’, ‘Faded Love’, ‘Guitar Town’, 
‘747’ and lots more made the 
point. Tony, Phil, Mike and Pete 
are genuine nice guys who always 
give 100%. 


@ The ride in the ‘Oldsmobile’ was 
to The Chestnuts, Glentham, 
Lincolnshire, where Bob McKinlay 
and Redwing plus singer/ 
songwriter John P. Taylor (Cross 
Country) were performing. | like 
this ‘new’ line up of Redwing 
especially Kenny Collins on ‘Synth’ 


lead guitar. While Bob has that bit 
of charisma that separates the best 
from the rest | can’t help thinking 
that he’s settled for a comfortable 
nich on the circuit, by adopting a 
safety first approach to his choice of 
material. John P. Taylor from 
Redcar is in my opinion a writer of 
superb songs, a terrific vocalist and 
a highly talented guitarist. While | 
would have preferred to see him 
with Cross Country, he still 
impressed me as a Solo Act, 
‘Saturday Afternoon Scheme’ and 
‘Dangerous Kind Of Love’ are both 
superb self penned numbers. In all 
agood night at a venue well wortha 
visit. 


@ Sad to learn that Tony Andrews 
and Raincheck have disbanded, not 
only will they be missed by many 
fans — | will have lost any chance | 
had of visiting ‘Disneyland’ via 
Mickey Mouse Music. Sincerely | 
hope its not too long before Tony 
returns to the scene. Info etc to 
usual address — stay lucky till next 
month. 


71 Beckley Road, 


Nottingham NG8 6GX. 
0602 763065 
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Compiled by: Keith Render 


@ Louise Mamey debuts in this 
column (albeit a month late) with 
news from Yarms News Cross Keys 
Hotel . . . Missing their steelie, John 
Derek’s Country Fever gave a 
quality performance. ‘Wind 
Beneath My Wings’, their new 
single appealed says Louise .. . 
Dave White and Tranquility, 
pleasant without stimulating . . . Jan 
Mark and Norman Russell, good 
singers, yet they seemed to lack 
enthusiasm on this occasion . . . 
Pure Prairie League’s ‘Early 
Morning Riser’ was my favourite of 
the night on my latest trip to the 
Keys where a warm welcome from 
genial compere Cliffy Bruce and an 
introduction to the lovely Louise 
added to my evenings pleasure. 
Good to see someone so young 
becoming actively involved in 
country music. Louise concludes 
her comments with this summary of 
Country Company, enjoyable, 
smart and gave excellent treatment 


to Ricky Van Shelton’s ‘Don’t We All 
Have The Right’ and ‘Life Turned 
Out That Way’. 


@ Reno made a welcome return to 
Middlesbro and the Cycling Club 
attendance was well up. This 
exciting trio, creating a fuller sound 
than many larger outfits, Ronnie, 
Andy and Gordon have certainly 
adapted well to this regions varying 
club scene. Highlighting their fine 
vocal harmonies, ‘Long May You 
Run’ (off their excellent new E.P.) 
was my choice, followed closely by 
two songs from British songwriter 
Paul Carrick. Andy taking lead 
vocal on ‘Guiding Lights’ and 
Ronnie on ‘Losing Sleep’. If 
success is judged by entertaining 
and sending folk home happy, Reno 
can feel well pleased with this latest 
tour. Three smashing lads with a 
good sense of fun to match their 
musical abilities. 


@ From Lanchester Outlaw C.M.C. 
my ‘brief’ from Betty Emery reads... 
Key West good show. . .as was Phil 
Brady and The Ranchers for their 
first time in N/Eastforalongtime... 
Cotton Mill Boys played for a full 
house with piano replacing steel . . . 
Quicksilver, very good band, new to 
the region! 

@ Standing room only at Easton 
Labour Club, so big thanks Eddie 
Lingard, old buddy, for conjuring up 
seats for Jennifer and myself as 
over 400 customers piled in for the 
visit of local hotshots Cross 
Country. Exceptional musicianship, 
material, four good personalities 
with an abundance of talent to 
match, sums up this top notch local 
outfit. My personal favourite of the 
show, Johns own Dangerous Kind 
Of Love plus their contrasting styles 
and outstanding vocal harmonies 
on a really hard driving ‘Humming 
Bird’ (a hit for American group 
Restless Hearts). 


@ Jennifer Robson was at 
Bowburns Lazy ‘C’, to see The Brett 
Band who included self penned 
songs amongst the standards. The 
Shack Band were at their 
humorous, effervescent best, giving 
three spirited sets to keep the 

Lazy ‘C’ punters happy. Crooks 
Farrahs Arms patrons saw 
Anglesey’s Peter Allison covering 
material suited to his distinctive 
vocals . . . In contrast Paul Rogers 
performed a wide variety of 
material, although included too 
many medleys and was overloud for 
some! 


@ | journeyed up to Barnard castle 
for my show of the month. That 
loveable wayward genius whose 
talent and charismatic stage 
personality are beyond reproach. 
Itwas again compulsive listening as 
Raymond Froggatt proceeded to 
captivate Glaxo Sports and Social 
Club members with 2 hours of pure 
Frogg magic. Continuing witha fine 
mix of serious songs interspersed 
with humorous comments on life, 
many self aimed, Froggy gave us 

‘| Wouldn’t Have Missed You For 
The World’, recorded for the Alpha 
Oil Rig Disaster Fund and ‘Teach 
Me’ a beautiful song that generates 
enormous audience participation. 


@ Opening the show and suffering 
P.A. problems the latest Froggatt 
Band, H. Cain, Tom Farnell, Jim 
Onslow and Roger Brown, offered 
up several songs from their new, all 
original cassette before the ‘where 
is he’ interval guessing game 
began. Much as | love you Ray, | 
fail to see why folk who have paid to 
see you, and hard working, well 
respected committee members of 
this superb club should have had a 
worrying, prolonged wait, whilst the 
four professional guys backing you 
spent the interval searching for you. 
(don’t become the George Best of 
British C.M. Ray). 


@ Quickies ...heard the guitar and 
electric accompaniment drown out 
the vocals of Eddie Ward at Markes, 
Frigate Hotel. At Billingham 
Constitutional Club, Prediction gave 
a nice airing to Juice Newtons 
‘Texas Heartache’, confirming their 
status as top northern trio. 
Congratulations Johnny Roberts on 
one year of C.M. at Billingham, 
greatjob, done well... Ken Barrass 
gave two good sets, despite 
equipment set backs at Guisboro 
Qouits supporting the Ben Rees 
Band. Good content in two well 
presented spots, love that ‘Hello 


Little Stranger’. .. Recently re- 
opened Longlands Social, 
Middlesbro played hosts to the Ben 
Rees Band. First time ever, notone 
complaint about an act and that 
bunch of ageing Norwich hippies 
the superb Nashville Fever 
grabbing the audience with their 
lively, positive presentation . . . 

At Redcar Albion Supporters Club, 
good at what they do, lacking 
variety, the verdict on Slim Wests 
Band. Reno introduced comedy 
into their final set, Ronnie’s shorts 
going down a treat at this seaside 
venue ...Ryman Country 
reversed the trend of most acts 
improving as the nights refreshment 
took effect. Memphis Short’s 
Grand Canyon Band lacked punch, 
so require a listening audience to be 
appreciated! . . . Scotlands Tracy 
and The Texas Dreamers ventured 
outside Hadrians Wall for a three 
day whistle stop tour of Cleveland. 


21 Scanbeck Drive. 
Markse-By-Sea TS11 7AU. 


0642 476509 


HIGHLAND COUNTRY 


Compiled by: Ann Carmody 


Seamus McGee Sound pictured here with Sandie Kelly 


@ |had hoped to start this month on 
a cheery note but having just 
received the news that The Ruby 
Rendall Band goes off the road on 
27th Dec, that news, shortly after 
the announcement that The Cotton 
Mill Boys will call it a day in mid Dec, 
leaves me with very little to be 
cheery about!! Both these bands 
have their own distinctive style and 
will be missed at country music 


clubs and events around the 
country. No doubt there are others 
waiting in the wings to replace them, 
but we will have to see! 


@ Congratulations to two Elgin 
based bands on receiving awards 
from the Scottish Country Music 
Fellowship - ‘Gambler’ as Scottish 
Band Of The Year, ‘Reno’ for the 
Most Promising Band. Also from 


Elgin, Maggie and Tennessee 
Express have won the Band Of The 
Year from the Phoenix C & W Club 
in Dunfermline. 


@ Donegal based Seamus McGee 
and his band paid a brief visit to the 
Scottish Highlands recently and 
was very well received. Seamus’s 
musical interests lie in varied styles 
of country music, a fact which is 
reflected in his live show which 
features material from the 
repertoires of Merle Haggard, 
Kenny Rogers, Hank Williams and 
Jim Reeves. 


@ There was much disappointment 
amongst Radio Scotland listeners 
with the withdrawal of Ruby 
Rendall’s Country Line from the 
airwaves ona Tuesday evening, we 
want more country music on the air, 
especially of the quality of Ruby's 
show. 


@ ‘Like a breath of fresh air’ was 
the short visit from Kelvin 
Henderson and Des Richardson, 
who in my opinion were musically 
brilliant with a vast variety of 
material . . but there’s still a deep 
gloom hanging over country clubs 
from Aberdeen to Inverness with 


organisers wondering what can be 
done to encourage the people to 
come in. What worries me is how 
long can this situtation go on? This 
month sees Daniel O'Donnell 
playing to sell out houses all over 
the North, andon Tues 8th he will be 
introduced as honorary president of 
Inverness C & W Club... Later in 
the month expect a short visit from 
Martin Connor and The Carrot 
Crunchers and the Ben Rees Band. 
For those thinking of next years 
holidays The Inverness Festival will 
take place over the week-end of 
22nd/23rd July, lots of ‘goodies’ 
planned to be revealed soon. 


® Finally, a warning to bands 
approached by a Mr Thomas 
Summers to play for him — DON’T 
— he holds the gig and before the 
end of the night, disappears without 
paying the band — I have 
experienced this. 


@ Asusual, news, views and 
comments welcome. 


56 Kilmuir Road, Inverness IV3 6EP. 


0463 221268 


NORTH WEST 


Compiled by: Brian Ahern 


@ Had to smile at Pete (Rockpile) 
Smith’s review of Pinto Bennett's 
latest album in last months CMRU 
when he dedicated the track ‘Honky 
Tonk Asshole’ to me. | feel sure 
that he must mean that other guy of 
the same name from America. Dear 
Rockpiler, had you forgot that I sat 
with you throughout the Gospel 
Show at Peterborough, | know that | 
had a pack of dripping butties and a 
couple of bottles of wine with me but 
that was just in case of a 
communion being called. | would 
have shared them, honest. . . Joking 
aside thanks to all the team for a 
good crack at Peterborough . . . but 
it’s so sad that the postal strike 
probably cost me the Politza prize 
for literature last month. My best 
ever compilation lays unread on my 
desk as a testament of what might 
have been. 


@ High Lane C.M.C. holds favour 
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with me for many reasons, 
everything about this venue 
summerises the spirit of country 
music. | caught two shows there 
over the past month, the first being 
Pinto Bennett and the Famous 
Motel Cowboys, what a show, ‘pure 
magic’, not my words but the words 
of the packed audience, many of the 
regulars told me it was the best 
show that this club had ever 
presented... The next show 
featured Dillinger. They too had the 
club packed to capacity, as always 
the cream of Bradford gave an 
excellent show to the delight of their 
High Lane fans... During the month 
Raymond Froggatt and his Band 
also appeared for a sold out in 
advance audience. 


@ Stockports regular Sunday night 
club Hazel Grove C.M.C. has again 
tempted me to a couple of shows. 
Ben Rees had his brother depping 


on bass guitar which brought back 
some memories. This band have 
the ability to tailor their show to suit 
any audience and provide a full 
night of country music. Atthe same 
club | caught up with Bandwaggon 
(Derbyshire) and what a cracking 
trio they are. | would fully endorse 
them for future fame on this 
showing. My nextvisitto this venue 
was a midweek night at the invite of 
Alan and Mavis Kitchen the club 
organisers, for Alans 50th Birthday 
do. Mr Glam Glit lan Ashcroft, 
country music’s most publicised Du, 
had been booked to present his 
Express Roadshow. Whatagrafter 
this boy is, over 3 hours nonstop 
stagetime, mixing theatre with OTT 
mime bringing the country music on 
records to life in his own unique 
style. | think thatit’s fair to say that if 
one is afraid of the truth then some 
of Ashcrofts suggestive actions 
could offend, but to the realist its 


food for thought, after all isn’t our 
music the music of life and filled with 
induendos. | personally find it more 
offensive when a fellow DJ writes to 
our letters page condemning the 
man, then has the gall to suggest 
that his show has the edge over all 
other DJs. | won't use his DJ name 
or the name he used to sign his 
letter for fear of giving this 
cheapskate more publicity. 


@ Had acall from A Company 
Cheshire Regiment to organise a 
country music show for their 
Sergeants Mess. The request was 
unusual because the last time that | 
worked for the Cheshires was in 


t 


—— Randy Blue and Deep Water 


1957 in Malaya, but that’s another 
story. Randy Blue, Bobbi Wyatt 
and Deepwater topped the bill with 
asmashing show, it’s the first time 
that | have seen this outfit in its 
present form, what a delight and a 
pleasure. Phil McCoy and Lennie 
Powel performed solo spots then 
came onas a duo, soon to be joined 
by Randy and his band as backing 
musicians, yes it was that kind of 
night, goodtime music, goodtime 
crowd and free Bar-B-Q, rump 
steak, chicken, hamburgers, pork 
sausages, baps, and side salad. 
The drill hall had been turned into a 
big honky tonk (don’t tell Rockpiler) 
and we all has a smashing night 


out. More shows are in the pipeline 
So country music must be a winner 
for the army. 


@ Oldham based music publisher 
and act manager John Needham is 
a keen act promoter who 
understands the word publicity, he 
has kept in touch for the past couple 
of months over the duo Rivendel 
Country. Ifthey area patch on their 
manager they will be a good act, | 
plan to catch their show in time for 
the next publication of this column, 
before | pass comment. 


@ Mike Tunnicliffe sent me a flyer 
on his Silverado C.M.C. in Bury. 
Looks like some good bookings for 
your Wednesday night get 
togethers my mate. Another flyer 
came in from Irene Roscoe of 
Gracelands C.M.C., Denton, with 
their winter programme, again very 
interesting and tempting. Another 
good friend Jed O’Neil invited me to 
a couple of rehearsals of a new 
country band experienced local 
muso’'s who are making a very good 
noise, watch this space... . 


11 Villdale Avenue, 
Stockport SK2 5SQ. 
061 483 9532 
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SOUTH WALES 


Compiled by: Frank Power 


@ It was a full house at the club, 
and a house full later, when they 
stopped over as my house-guests. 
The Cotton Mill Boys proved that if 
the act is an attraction, the crowd 
will show at Rainbow Valley, Lodge 
Saloon, we saw the best crowd to 
date. Superb fiddling from Charlie 
Arkins, well backed by 4 good 
musicians. ‘| Don’t Want To Cry 
This Early, This Morning’, | will 
remember well, from this top Irish 
band, earned an excellent 
reception. 


@ AtSwansea too Jimmy, Nigel, 
Harry and Kelvin treated the crowd 
to some good Irish sounds, while 
Charlie fiddled the night away, 
having arrived, literally, straight 
from the boat. ‘Orange Blossom 
Special’ had that something extra 
that excites the mind. A grand 
bunch of lads, managed by our own 
Ann Carmody on their tour. 


@ The Harlequin C.M.C. (still 
seeking more fans) hosted the 
Texan Country Band. | expected 
them to turn up as a four piece, 
Lenny, the promoter expected them 
to show as a trio, so they surprised 
us both when six of them set up. | 
have had many reports of good 
shows from this group, all over the 
area but on the night | guess 
because of the blooding of a new 
lead guitarist, and having to abduct 
adrummer for the occasion, it didn't 
seem to me to work out too well. I’m 
sure it soon will though. 


@ Billed as Shaun Michael and 
Smokey Mountain and at the OK 
C.M.C. for the first time, following 
unavoidable delays en route, they 
provided an enjoyable evening. | 
liked the new shirts, | also liked their 
‘Fields Of Athenry’ and ‘The Crystal 
Chandeliers Get Up My Nose’. The 
Black Mountain Raiders from, 


(surprise), the Black Mountains 
area, Wales, made one of their 
regular raids at this venue, to 
remind me if how popular ‘Blue 
Ridge Mountain Blues’ is a regular 
number with bands from that area. 
Buckboard, on their run up to their 
U.S. of a trip, | hear had another of 
their good nights here (| hope they 
did as well in Nebraska). 


@ Last but not least, Dave Nash 
and U.S. Mail brought the month to 
a happy endings, with some lovely 
ballads ‘Storms Of Life’ came over 
well. Nice leads from Terry, anda 
solid beat from the drums at the 
rear. Floor guest Bill Currie hit us 
sinners with ‘Will The Circle Be 
Unbroken’, to tremendous cheers, 
while the crowd also showed a huge 
appreciation of another floor guest, 
this time the Timberwolf, with ‘Big 
Iron’! 


@ Aspecial show from the 
Swansea C.M.C., held at the 
Gorseinon Leisure Centre, Pinto 
Bennett and the Famous Motel 
Cowboys, supported by Frisco. 
Although Pinto did perhaps too 
many unknown numbers, | did enjoy 
his show. ‘Hickory Wind’ was one 
of the more traditional numbers, 
while ‘Truckstop’, a lesser known 
song, | found equally enjoyable. 
Apparently Pinto and his Cowboys 
can carry on for about 10 hours with 


ever repeating the same number. 
Now that is a repertoire. Frisco 
supported well, as they always do, 
and weighed in with Clive’s new 
number ‘Climb Into Somebody’s 
Song’. 


@ The Old Ferry Inn, Beachley (I 
used to get England from there 
before they built the Severn Bridge) 
was the place where | last caught up 
with Eddie Blackstone. ‘Listen To 
The Radio’ was the first number | 


heard from him, while a different 
‘Trilogy’ proved interesting. He’s a 
must to see again, a fine voice. 


@ Atthe Irish Club, Newport, 
Gwent, | saw Shaun Michael with 
Mike Martin and got ‘Stripes Around 
My Shoulder’ in response to a 
Striped mini skirt on the dance floor. 
Shauns brother, Bob Peacock, 
who's the only lad | know who could 
keep Memphis in the air on a see 


Memphis Short 


saw (Memphis Short, Big Daddy), 
made us laugh, and also proved a 
good voice with ‘She Walks 
Through The Shadows Of My Mind’. 


@ Araid over the border, a first to 
Lazy ‘B’, at the Bowden Hall Hotel, 
not the easiest of places to find, was 
well worth it to see Medicine Bow 
(the seven of diamonds). A nice 
Gloucester venue, a great chuck 
wagon, and a band suitable to grace 
any stage. 


@ Steve Raymond and his band 
played well into the night, and 
morning, at the Rainbow Valley 
Lodge Saloon, Blaenrhondda. 
Where were the fans from the 
previous show? Perhaps, as Ray's 
number hinted, ‘You're A Million 
Miles Away’ Shame, they missed a 
great band, who played as though 
hundreds were there, and carried 
on long over the call of duty. We 
shall see more of Raymond and the 
lads in Wales, sooner than later, | 
hope. ‘Off you go’ says my Editor, 
so|'ll sink into the West, with my star 
spot, Medicine Bow, at the Lazy ‘B’, 
with ‘Farther down the line’. 


1 Alma Road, 
Cardiff CF2 5BD. 
0222 492021 


CUMBRIA REPORT 


Compiled by: Enid Thompson 


@ Hi, I’ve enjoyed some really 
good nights lately within our own 
area, one visit took me to Clifton 
B.L. to see Mark Moseley and Marie 
Lester, the fans really loved her 
version of ‘If My Heart Had 
Windows’. Before Mark Moseley 
played his twin necked guitar and 
sang his way through self penned 
numbers and played a few 
instrumentals. To end a fine show, 
Marie joined him and they sang 
some duets. | also had a good 
report from the fans who visited 
Barronwood to see the same show 
the following night. 


@ Stu Page and Remuda gave one 
of their superior performances at 
Border Badlands Club, Gretna 
Green, featured instruments 
included banjo, fiddle and steel as 
Stu entertained his fans with 
bluegrass contemporary, cajun 
music plus the standards and his 
vocal and song writing talents must 


make someone sit up and take 
notice in the not too distant future. 


@ Key West from Durham too were 
extremely well received at Triple 
‘C’, Westfield. | never tire of their 
excellent choice of up-to-date 
material including Highway 101’s 
“Somewhere Tonight’ and ‘Whisky 
If You Were A Woman’. Key West 
were well worth an evening of any 
country fans time. It’s a dead cert 
they will be invited back. 


@ Fans from Hensingham R.L. 
Club tell me Borderline were a great 
success when they appeared at 
their club. 


@ lan Ashcroft entertained his fans 
and got up to all his usual tricks 
whilst on stage with his Country 
Music Express, before Liverpool's 
New Everglades treated us to 
excellent music, country style at 
Trades Hall, Workington. Old and 
new, fast and slow numbers with a 


liking for Ronnie Milsap material 
which suited me fine. 


@ Fans who visit Lazonby Country 
Club tell me of the terrific 
performances from Tony Andrews 
and Raincheck, also Jim Whitman. 
They book some of the best of 
bands at Lazonby, always a good 
night. 


@ One of the most important 
promotional benefits to country 
music is the local radio station as it 
closely reflects the community 
scene, advertising whats on and 
where, and many of the listeners 
don't visit country music clubs but 
they do enjoy the music, as | wrote 
in this report three months ago (only 
arumour then) due to BBC cutbacks 
one of the first programmes to be 
axed would be our local ‘Go 
Country’ programme. |’mtold there 
will be a country progamme on our 
radio station but the BBC will be 
taking network programmes, this 
means we will lose our local country 
music show. 


‘Carita’, Scales, 
Aspatria, Carlisle. 
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EAST ANGLIA 


Compiled by: June Wilson 


@ | attended a super evening 
recently at the Armadillo Club in the 
company of the Foster Boys. Their 
first set received a fairly quiet 
reception as Noel Dillon sings 
mostly his own material, unknown 
as yet to East Anglian audiences, 
and by tradition, Norfolk people 
rarely dance (especially early on) to 
unfamiliar songs. For part of the 
second set the band were joined by 
Christine who added nice backing 
vocal harmony then sang a few 
numbers on her own. Inthe second 
break local lad Matthew Levi was 
encouraged to air vocal talents 
apprarently spotted by club 
organisers on a previous night (Bob 
and Pat Stewart also run the Norfolk 
Dumpling). After one number on 
his own (| thought his confidence 
and presentation far outweighed his 
vocal abilities, but he was extremely 
well received by the audience), the 
Foster Boys crept on stage to back 
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him, Frank Lowery singing harmony 
on material he probably had never 
heard before! The star of the show, 
the charismatic Noel Dillon did 
manage to get back on stage for the 
final set of the evening. The 
highlight of which being his walk- 
about with a radio mike for ‘I’m 
Sorry’, by approaching every 
couple on the floor, | think he won 
this Armadillo club audience over 
for all time to this extremely British 
band. 


@ Keith Sillett of the Apollo Club, 
Harleston, always keeps me fully 
informed and this month you can 
find a Saturday special with nadine 
and Nebraska Falls, Johnny Carter 
and Hurricane Ridge followed by 
the Cotton Mill Boys. 


@ News of a venue/club move: 
Colin Steadman of the Circle 
Double ‘H’, Holme Hale Pavilion, 


info’s as from January 1989 his club 
will be renamed The Gun & Holster, 
and will be situated at Ashill 
Community Centre — this venue is 
not far from the current Holme Hale 
site: 1989 sees some good bands 
among them: Rio, Out Of Hand, 
Nashville Fever, Stu Page and 
Remuda. | note occasional 
country/western evenings are 
being held at the Central Hall, 
Wymondham, the next being New 
Years Eve with Denim and Lace. 


@ Due to the postalstrike my last 
column didn’t arrive, so I'd like to 
turn the clock back to highlights (for 
me) of my August bank Holiday 
weekend. Peterborough, apart 
from meeting Lore Coyote Orion 
and Kelly again, and spending time 
with Robert Joe Vandygriff, his 
band, and Pinto Bennett one song 
sung by Chris Austin of Ricky 
Skaggs’ band, really struck me and 


this young, modern man’s style left 
me with a feeling we will be hearing 
more of him in the future. 


@ The Norfolk Country Festival 
was a great success with something 
like 1400 people in the marquee 
each evening. The Sunday evening 
with Sarah, Stu Page and Remuda 
and Colorado was blended 
brilliance. The atmosphere of a 
mass of people enjoying 
themselves, meant organisers 
Rodney, Lindsey, and their 
Committee had a night that will live 
on for a long time to come in the 
memory of all who were there! 


@ | popped along to the 
Wreningham Village Hall recently, 
catching Greta and the Stray Shots 
on a quiet night, Jackson Queen 
were playing a charity night at the 
nearby Central Hall, Wymondham, 
which was extremely well attended. 
(l often see too many promotions in 
too small an area). There is so 
much going on, particularly on 
Saturday nights. The Wreningham 
venue is certainly extremely nice, 
large, good floor and amenities. 


@ | managed to find the Colchester 
C.M.C. to join my friends Out Of 


Hand, this club runs evey other 
Thursday, nd has been going for 
several years, another super large 
venue. Thanks to Peter Watson 
and his Committee for making me 
so welcome, | will be back! 


@ The summer gone, Clarence 
Lakey’s Lucky Strike C.M.C. at 
Friday Bridge Community Centre 
has started up again (monthly 
Saturdays). My diary tells me that 
three monthly Saturday clubs are 
now running on the same monthly 
Saturday — Lucky Strike, holme 
Hale and Wreningham — why not 
communicate and stagger your 
dates. Firstly you might be better 
attended and secondly JW will have 
more chance of getting there! 


@ Just a mention for my friends in 
the Western Dance Appreciation 
Society, if you wish to join, contact 
Graham West, 84 Syivandale, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts, 

AL7 2HT, your membership fee gets 
you a badge, car sticker, news 
bulletins, dance magazines, and 
generally will keep you up-to-date 
on westen dance events in the U.K. 


@ Ifyou are organising your New 
Year already, these are the gigs | 
have so far: Swan Inn, Harleston 


(Apollo): Greta and the Stray 
Shots; Armadillo Club — Les Close 
Country Band; Cental Hall, 
Wymondham — Denim and Lace; 
Barn, Scottow — Ohio State; 
Norwich Road Social Club — Ace 
High; Wayland C.M.A, Watton — 
Wells Fargo; Dereham C.M.C. — 
Spill the Beans; Pine Mine, 
Stowmarket — Buffalo; Colt 45, 
Felixstowe — Rogue Band; RAF 
Bentwaters (members and guests 
only) Tony Rouse and the Circle T 
Band; Mustang, Canvey Island — 
Circuit Judge and Memphis Roots. 


@ My involvement with western 
dance will be even more in 1989, 
but! am still determined to keep this 
column going. After this column, by 
all means talk to me when you see 
me gigging about, but any news, 
festival dates, line-ups etc will only 
be submitted in this column if they 
are received in writing to: 94 Magpie 
Road, Norwich, NR3 1JG. This 
column is essential to keep ‘East 
Anglia’ on the ‘Country’ map, so 
help me to keep it going . . . and 
keep me posted! 


94 Magpie Road 


Norwich NR3 4JG 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 
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SOUTHERN STYLE 


Compiled by: Ernie Sears 


@ More of aresume than a report 
this month due to the postal strike 
holding up last months copy . . . and 
if the style’s a bit terse blame those 
silly sods who made a few of us 
suffer! 


@ However, a splendid time was 
had by all (well, most of us!) at the 
Portsmouth CMC's huge 
‘Pyramids’ New Venue at Southsea 
opening night. Over 600 came to 
see Hank Hillman Hole in the Wall 
Gang (superb. . a lovely outfit) 
appeared with Top of the Bill Frank 
Jennings Syndicate who were in 
great form having the vast crowd 
cheering for more. Sorry for those 
who got turned away at the end of 
that massive queue especially if you 
didn’t come again other Mondays . . 
the dance floor was enlarged for 
starters! .. . at subsequent gigs | 
caught up with the Les Close Band 
who were an eye-opener (they had 
Dave Gold Band in support)and the 


real ‘biggie’ was of course Froggatt, 
again in excess of 600 paid to see 
this unique artiste, who literally 
reaches for your soul with his own 
style of country .. . Froggie 
worshippers came from miles 
around. The Pete Palmer Band too 
proved to be a winner although ‘the 
Frog’ was such a hard act to 

follow! | will even forgive the ‘tea- 
leaf’ who lifted my wallet during the 
gig! As it wasn’t actually a total 
‘country club’ venue, more of a vast 
ballroom where punters included 
seasonal holidaymakers etc. 


@ Mel Hague andhis band lived up 
to their reputation well. . . but the 
support act Jan Mark and Norman 
Russell shaded the honours gaining 
a standing ovation and two encores 
for their music and vocals which 
were something special . . . and 
surely we are lucky locally as 
they've now taken up residence in 
Romsey? Saw 'em at Worthing a 


couple of years ago . . . a knockout 
duo in every way . . (Romsey 
517118 will bring instant joy!) 


@ Not unexpectedly, Portsmouth 
CMC were offered a move toa 
smaller spot in the Pyramids 
complex after August. . . 
presumably the holiday crowds 
were assumed to be gone by then. . 
the smaller but atmospheric 
‘Orangery’ kept them going for 
September, although there were a 
few moans and groans! | made it 
there when Dixie and Allon and the 
Backroom Boys were listed, but 
transport breakdown up North put 
paid to 'em, however we had most 
of their backing band plus a nice 
Irish lead singer Bob Kelly, and, 
rechristened ‘Kelly’s Eye’ for the 
night. They did a good job although 
I've since heard that the same outfit 
in the same situation elsewhere, 
disappointed, some punters going 
home early! 


@ We won't go into the various 
behind the scene tribulations and 
subsequent loss of the elegant 
‘Pyramids’ to country music. . 
suffice it to say that the Portsmouth 
CMC under it’s guvnor the genial 
(and long-suffering!) Derek Harper, 
are now back at their former 
Monday venue at the Blue Lagoon 
Club at Hillsea, Portsmouth . . 
hopefully the sea-front experience 
will have acquired some fresh blooa 
to swell their previous sometimes 
low attendance. Personally, whilst 
deploring the opportunity for the 
area to see really top-rate shows 
such as the Pyramids capacity 
allowed (door takings were at times 
in excess of £1,500!) it must be said 
that manager Brett Creswell had to 
go along with his immediate 
superiors and it’s not a unique 
situation by any means... . and 
Derek Harper wasn’t exactly 
unaware of the ‘profits before 
people’ syndrome! I'll be reporting 
on the Blue Lagoon venue next time 
out... but DO support it, it’s been a 
favourite of mine for a while. 

@ Elsewhere | heard raving reports 
on Johnny Marks at the Petersfield 
CMC from my driver pal Mike Peters 
. .and caught up with, at last, those 
magnificent Spill the Beans at that 
same venue during September. 


What a very professional trio . . 
smart to the extreme, all very 
talented vocalists, with of course 
Mac whose lovely ‘Irish’ voice did 
full justice to those songs. 

Ann Glasspool has taken over the 
reins at Petersfield .. she's on 0730 
894306 and knows her country stuff 
from 20 years experience. 


@ OK...sowhere else? 
Roddington Forge in Allington Lane 
near Fair Oak . . . just off the M27 
near Southampton had the Sandy 
Mac duo (local top-liners) with Ken 
Byng on lovely steel and Sandy on 
excellent guitar and vocals, they 
kept a decent crowd going; these 
Thursdays are ‘free’ remember if 
you are a member. 


@ Neglected my own local 
Wildwood South CMC for various 
reasons for a few weeks but caught 
up with ‘em for Hawk, a nicely 
turned out and very ‘pro’ London 
trio that I'd seen earlier this year 
they confirmed my favourable first 
opinions. Wide range of country 
and a spot of blue-grass, very 
versatile, chatty lads, pity that crowd 
at this club (or lack of it?) tends to 
ignore ‘just a trio’. Pity also that 
Hawk are splitting after Christmas to 
go either solo or separate ways. 
Even greater pity that once again, 


rather worse, Wildwood South CMC 
are ‘struggling’, and since club 
president Reg. Lodge asks for ideas 
and suggestions in the current club 
newsletter (excellently produced by 
the way) I've sent in a few 
comments. 


@ Nota lot you CAN dowitha 
rather bare school hall but there you 
go. Don'twantto lose the club after 
twenty years but the situation does 
look gloomy . . . so get along there, 
Saturdays at the Lower Brownhill 
Road, Maybush School, just off the 
Romsey Road outside 
Southampton. . . they DO have 
some great bands there every 
week, they've their own (low- 
priced!) bar, snacks, Western gear 
stall and second hand albums etc 
always on sale. Following the Poll 
the club’s ‘Awards’ biggie at 
Southampton Guildhall (January 
27th) will feature The Stewart Bros. 
and First Chapter in ‘Most Popular 
Band’ spot, Stu Page and Remuda 
second, previous winners Clovis 
Country were in third place, and The 
‘Newcomers’ will be Indiana from 
Oxford. 


15 Crichton Hse. 
Netley Abbey S03 5EX 


0703 453115 


BORDER COUNTIES 


Compiled by: Sheila Kenny 


@ Brendan Shine and his band 
paid a visit to Hereford this month to 
headline a special charity show 
organised by Dennis Mapp. Also on 
the bill Charlie Landsborough, 
Frisco and a very talented lady from 
the Rhayader area, Maralene 
Powell. The show held at the 
Leisure Centre drew a very large 
crowd despite several other shows 
in the area on the same night. It 
didn't take Maralene long to grab 
the crowds attention with a first 
class performance. When singer- 
songwriter Charlie Landsborough 
(making one of his rare 
appearances to this area), 
performed and you could have 
heard a pin drop. Frisco also 
played their part in making the night 
a success, John, Frank and Clive 
gave very good value for their 
money. Top of the bill Brendan 


Shine put on a very professional 
show, but he never seems to 
change his material, all the same it 
was a good ending to a very good 
night. 


@ The Lingen CMC holding its first 
show since the marathon in June 
could have done with more folks 
when Martin Connors and the 
Carrot Crunchers made their first 
appearance at the club, the 
humour, the talent, and the stage 
presence of this great act is still 
there. Shrewsbury based ‘Dave 
Curtis’, who appeared at the clubs 
first show five years ago, did a great 
job as support act. 


@ The Craven Arms CMC 
continues to pull the fans. Visits 
from the ‘Pete Davies Duo’, solo 
Dane Stevens and Maralene Powell 
and the boys drew to the largest 
crowd so far for their normal club 
night; Tony Hotchkiss is the man in 
charge and can take some credit. 


@ Derby based Paul Rogers plus 
local solo Stu Rickford supplied the 
music at the Wild West CMC last 
two club nights, still based at the 


Compasses Hotel in Wigmore, the 
club has just celebrated its second 
birthday. 


@ The September show at the 
Richmond CMC at Hereford with 
Johnny Spencer and local band 
Texan, both proved popular visitors! 


@ The Kade Brothers, Delta Dawn 
and Paul Rogers are just three of 
the acts to appear at Bucknells 


‘Turkey Hall’ since | last wrote. As 
is usually the case Delta Dawn drew 
a large crowd and turned in a fine 
performance. This band is now 
making quite a name for itself in 
clubs all over the midlands, but they 
also still find time to play the smaller 
venues where they started out and it 
is always a pleasure to both listen 
and talk to them. 


@ The monthly shows at the ‘Oak 
Inn’, Much Marde, Nr Ledbury have 
started again following a summer 
break and promoter lan Wheeler 
has some good shows lined up. 
Andy Morris and Tony Hughes did 
the re-opening honours. 


@ Stan Stennett, owner of the New 
Theatre Hereford, continues to 
feature touring American country 
music acts, the most recent being 
Pinto Bennett and the Motel 
Cowboys, an excellent show that 
once again suffered a poor crowd. 


Sansheleam’ Lingen, 


Bucknell SY7 ODY. 
0544 267736 


NORTH EAST 


Compiled by: Eve Morris 


@ Acracking show from Collier- 
Dixon at the Harrogate Ambulance 
Station raised over £300 from the 
St. Martin's House Childrens 
Hospice based in Wetherby. Denis, 
noting it was Hank Williams birthday 
slipped in a timely version of 
‘Kalijah’ with the cohorts supplying 
the do-wops in ‘From A Jack ToA 
King’ and Johnny doing his prima 
donna drum solo in ‘Wreck Of The 
Old ‘97’. Don't be led into 
assuming that Collier-Dixon survive 
purely by trotting out the old 
standards but they do have a 
refreshing way of resurrecting them. 
A mention for the gardeners who 
must surely have denuded all the 
gardens in the area to provide the 
lush display surrounding the 

stage. Denis and crew are again 
resident at the Castleford Liberal 
Club every Monday with their 
annual show at the Civic in Aid of the 
Wakefield Dyslexia Society later 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


this month featuring Jeannie Dee 
and Madison County. 


@ Anamusing tale from Sheffield 
based Buskers Brew who went to 
Dubai for a month and had to stay 
three whilst they waited for the hotel 
to be completed. Alas says Sue, it 
was so hot that we dare not go 
outside, and came back whiter than 
when we went. However the 
enforced sojourn gave the trio time 
to put new songs and arrangements 
into their act. Paul with solid bass 
from Harry and steady rhythm guitar 
from Sue has at last a chance to 
show what a fine electric and 
acoustic guitarist he is. His second 
lead instrument being the fiddle is 
put to good advantage ranging 
through bluegrass and Western 
Swing with a natty bit of jazz 
influence. The trio all sing with Sue 
lashing into Reba McEntire 


numbers, they were able to present 
a varied evening at Oatlands Mount 
W.M.C. 


@ Prior to their Harrogate 
appearance ‘Buskers Brew’ had 
performed a lunch time spot at the 
Tavern, Hunmanby, Nr. Filey in the 
company of Barry Johns Trio, 
Ovation, Pete Jones Outfit and 
Tony C. Weston. A show that was 
part of an ambitious two day event 
featuring amongst others British 
legend Brian Golbey and Jack 
Parkes. Unfortunately the event 
didn’t quite take off but hopefully the 
organisers will regroup and reform 
and give it another bash next year. 


@ Tony C. Weston appeared later 
in the month at Harrogate C.M.C, on 
Wetherby Road. A native of 
Lancashire recently moved to 

E. Yorks. Tony uses some very 


tasteful recorded backing tracks in 
his act using them to enhance and 
not detract. 


@ The jovial Peter Kane also 
guested at this venue with a strong 
selection of Irish and country. An 
established cornerstone of local 
entertainment Peter always delivers 
the goods — (and the jokes!?). 


@ A full house for Chuck Leyburn 
with the Railroaders and the 
Daltons at High Harrogate WMC 
courtesy of Barry Clark. Chuck now 
has Mike Abbott on bass and 
beneath Chuck's showmanship and 
bravado he has some very nice 
songs in his act including one by 
British writer Geoff Ashcroft. Having 
only previously seen the Daltons in 
small venues this larger setting 
proved more their forte. Mark off 
once again down the Oriental trail 
with Madeleine proving a perfect foil 
and accompaniment. 


@ Acouple of years ago via letters 
from Nashville based songwriter 
Richard Dodson | followed the 
exploits of Pinto Bennett and The 
Famous Motel Cowboys as they 
partied and played their way 


through several American States. 
Rather late in the day | caught them 
in the act at the York Arts Centre 
and can only wonder at why it took 
meso long. A superb band who 
thankfully retain their own identity 
and not daunted by fashionable 
Texas overkill. These residents of 
Idaho have their uptempo honky 
tonk image to the fore, but their 
mellow side creeps in through the 
70's California influence of the 
Burritos and the Byrds enhanced by 
a soulful version of Gram Parson’s 
‘Hickory Wind’; brilliant 

show. Definitely my band of the 
year. 


® Congratulations to Dave Sherriff 
and Nicki Clarke who have so far 
raised over £1300 for cancer 
research on their charity tour of the 
U.K.. They have also acquired a 
place in the Guinness book of 
records for playing a hundred hours 
non-stop at a Harrogate 
supermarket. A shattering fact. 


@ Sadly the Stables CMC will be 
closing after the final December 
show. Declining audiences have 
reached the stage where Jeff can no 
longer afford to present the 
standard of bands and acts he 
wishes to promote. Jeff and Aileen 


asked me to extend their thanks to 
all who have helped to keep the club 
rolling especially over the difficult 
last six months, 


@ Buffalo Bill’s, country on 
Saturdays provided the landing pad 
for the Free Mexican Airforce. 
Following their Scandinavian tour 
and the hi-jacking of one member, 
Mark Pugh ably stepped in on 
banjo. The sound was terrible . . but 
Richard had his bird warbler, Matt a 
silly hat and Val a smashing new 
hairstyle so we all had a great 
evening. The flight will be in action 
again at this months Leeds 
Bluegrass Club to celebrate my 
birthday. Be warned! 


@ Lots of good gigs this month, a 
charity show at the Irish Social club 
in Doncaster in aid of the 
Samaritans; Buddy Emmons with 
mandolin virtuoso, Evan Marshall 
and Hogans Heroes, at the Astoria 
Leeds followed two weeks later by a 
return visit of Albert Lee. 


18 Powell Street. 
Harrogate HG1 4BY 


(0423) 508081 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 


25p Per Word 
(£10 Minimum Charge) 
Prepaid 


EXPERIENCED LEAD GUITARIST SEEKS 
position with pro Country or Country Rock 
Band, would consider Trio. Vocals & 
Harmony. Twin Reverb and Telecaster 
Equipment. Own 
Doncaster (0302) 743921 (evenings). 


Transport. Phone 


BASS GUITAR/VOCALS, VERY 
experienced. Requires Deps etc. 
Fully pro. Distance no object. Tel: 
Bournemouth (0202) 431161. 


Onstage/Offstage — 
meng) Hundreds of the 
BY TOP COUNTRY STARS! 
Write for catalogue — 


Mention favourites ! Send Postage 
CELEBRITY PHOTOGRAPHY 
P.O. BOX 101023, DEPT. CMR 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15237 USA 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB. SAE to: 
Margaret Trotter (Secretary) 3, 
Priory Bank Villas, Coldstream, 
Berwickshire, TD12 4DZ. Tel: (0890) 
2871. 


WHOLESALE TERMS 


HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estern 
velties 


26 Parkside Avenue. Romford, 
Essex. RM1 4ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 
Western advertisers in this publication. 


POWER ENTERTAINMENTS 
AGENCY (Lic. No. W485) 


Artistes and Venues 
Please Contact:- 
F. Power, 1 Alma Road, 
Cardiff. CF2 5BD. 
TEL:- Cardiff 492021 


= ’ 
wendel 
COUNTRY 
Countrywide! 
See ‘Coming Events’ 
Ring John: 061 633-9322 


QOOOOO 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
credited to 

Brian Shelley 
obtained by writing to: 


Photo File (Dept. CMRU) 
15 Chilcott Road, 
Watford, WD2 5LF. 

Tel: (0923) 670774 


JUNE WILSON 
WESTERN DANCE INSTRUCTION 
at 
Beginner, Intermediate and 
Advanced Levels 


All enquiries to: 

94 Magpie Road 
Norwich, NR3 1JG 
Norfolk. 


Ost advertisements 

are legal, decent, 
honest and truthful. A few 
are not, and, like you, we 
want them stopped. 

If you would like to 
know more about how to 
make complaints, please 
send for our booklet: 

‘The Do's and Don'ts of 
Complaining’. It's free. 


The Advertising 


Standards Authority. 


ASA Ltd., Dept. Z, Brook House. 
Torrington Place, London WCIE 7HN 
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SS, 


credited to Jim Silverthorn can 
be obtained by writing to:- 
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THE FOSTER BOYS 


Bookings and new tape ‘Sunshine and Sorrow’ 
available from Manager, 0952 590045 


Bookings ‘S) 


Tel:- 0602 638147 


Now organising 1989 tour dates for 
lreland’s most entertaining band 


KID WAYNE and THE KWC BAND 


and the fantastic 


JOHN C. KING 


available as a solo or with his FAMILY BAND 


ANN CARMODY, 56 Kilmuir Road, Inverness, IV3 6EP. 0463-221268 


Available Nationwide. 


The Power Band & Dave McQueen :- 0905 55847 


A Message to Artists and Fan Club Secretaries 


Did You 
Know? 


-PETE NADEN 


One of Britain's 
Finest Country Vocalist 


ls now booking 
Solo, Duo or Group 


for more details... 


Tel:- 0253 591763 


“Don't forget to send greetings 
toall your Friends & Fans.” 


This Christmas you can 
reach them all with this 


size Ad £25 (plus VAT). 


0272 671067 


HIGH LANE C.M.C. 

High Lane Conservative Club, 
Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport. 
Saturdays 


5 Bob Mckinlay Band. 12 Cross Country. 
18 (10th Anniversary Show - Special) at 
High Lane Village Hall, Windlehurst 
Road, High Lane, Stockport, Jackson 
Queen, West Virginia, Kenny Johnson & 
Northwind. 26 Cotton Mill Boys. 


WAYLAND CMA Saturday 
Queen's Hall, Watton, Norfolk. 


“Advertisements are 
published on the 
understanding that 
they are truthful, legal, 
decent and honest and 
in the interests of our 
readership. 


A great deal of care is 
expended by this 
newspaper to ensure 
that this is the case.” 


SILVERADO C.M.C. Wednesdays 
Salisbury Conservative Club, Badger 
Street, Bury, Lancs. 


2 Pete Naden Band. 9 Rivende! Country. 
16 Stone Creek. 23 Pinkerton's Colours. 
30 Ilona & Andy plus Jim Kean. 


HOYLAND C.M.C. Weekiy 
The Welcome Inn, Barber Street, 
Hoyland, Barnsley, South Yorks. 


6 Dick Edwards Trio. 13 John Taylor plus 
Country Band. 20 Sundown. 27 Collier 
Dixon Line. 


INVERNESS C & W.C. 
The Park Suite, Inverness Ice 
Centre. Weekly. 


1 Buzzard Creek. 8 John C. King Family 
Band. 15 Ben Rees Band. 22 Cotton Mill 
Boys. 29. Gerry Ford & The Ford Band. 


CIRCLE W WESTERNERS 
Brewer & Baker, Upper Church Lane, 
Tipton, West Midlands. Saturdays. 


5 Brazil Boys. 12 Westwood. 
19 Ramrod. 26 Rio Grande. 


HULLC.M.C. Wednesdays 
2 Norfolk St., Beverley Road, Hull 


2 Paul Rogers. 9 Cross Country Band. 


16 Bandwagon (Trio). 23 Ricki Syiva. 
30 Pete Brazil Country Band. 


GLASGOW’S GRAND OLE OPRY 
2/4 Govan Road, Paisley Toll, 
Glasgow. Frids. Sats. Suns. 

4 Borderline. 5 Jack Easy. 6 Kentucky 
Bourbon. 8 CLUB ANNIVERSARY DANCE 
with Clinton Ford and West Virginia. 

11 Gettysburg. 12 Western Front. 

13 Gerry and Country Pride. 18 Route 
65. 19 Nebraska. 20 Country Dawn. 


23 SPECIAL COUNTRY NIGHT with Jean 
Shepard, Gerry Ford and Tracy Lee 
Walker. 25 Scots Country Comfort. 

26 Carol Silver Band. 27 Gambler. 


SOUTHERN STAR C. & W.C. 
Europa Lounge, New Road, Ayr, 
Scotland. Wednesdays. 


2 Ruby Rendall. 9 Manson Grant. 
16 Vision Country. 23 Reno. 30 Carol 
Silver Band. 


ELGINC& W.C. — Fortnightiy 
St Leonards Hotel, Elgin. 


10 Gerry Ford & The Ford Band. 17 Mart 
Connor & The Carrot Crunchers. 24 The 
Cotton Mill Boys. 


BIDDSC.M.C. Saturdays 
Sutherland Road, Longton, Stoke- 
On-Trent, Staffs. 


5 Collier Dixon Line. 12 Yellow Rose 
Band plus Gerry Storme.19 Dillinger. 
26 Joe Piper Band. 


MARLBORO C.M.C. Mondays 
Wolf's Caves, St. John, Jersey. 


Resident Group ‘Country Mood’. 
28 Rusty Wier. 


SPECIAL — CHARITY EVENT 
Tone Vale Hospital, Norton 
Fitzwarren, Taunton, Somerset. 
WEDNESDAY 2nd DECEMBER 


Tammy Cline with the Southern Country 
Band plus Rusty Wier Band (from 
Texas). 


WILDWOOD SOUTH C.M.C. 
Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 
Road, Maybush, Southampton. 
Saturdays. 


5 Rio. 12. Country Echo's. 19 Clovis. 
26 Tulsa Time. 


WAY OUT WEST C.M.C. 
Borough Football Ciub, London 
Road, Pembrooke Dock, Dyfed. 
Monthly. 


12 Steve Raymond Band. 


TUCSON C.M.C. Mondays 
The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh. 


7 Bill Conion & Emerald. 14 Buzzard 
Creek plus Hank West. 21 Cotton Mill 
Boys. 28 Route 65. 


COLCHESTER C.M.C. 
Woods Leisure Centre, Essex. 1st & 
3rd Thursdays. 


3 The Duke Boys. 17 George Moody & 
The Country Squires. 


THE WELCOME C.M.C. Sundays 
Leigh Harriers, Athletic Club, Charles 
Street, Leigh, Lancs. 


6 The Mark Wayne Country Band. 

13 Les Close Country Band. 20 Johnny 
Carter & Hurricane Ridge. 

27 Bandwagon. 


HARROGATE LEISURE CENTRE 
Beech Avenue, Off Leeds Road, 
Harrogate. Friday. 


11 Cliff Ledger Family. 


PHOENIX C.M.C. 

The Manor House, Albert Road, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham. 
Fortnightly Tuesdays. 


1 Dillinger. 15 Spill The Beans. 
29 Quicksilver. 


CONS COUNTRY 
Conservative Club, Kings Road, 
Immingham. Saturdays. 


5 Wild Fire. 12 Sarah Jory. 19 Vince 
Clayton plus Pat & Roger Johns. 
26 T.B.A. 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster, S. Yorkshire. Mondays 


7 Manson Grant & The Dynamos. 
14 Maddison County. 21 Stacey Wilde 
plus Russ Cariton. 28 Joe Sadio Duo. 


CADES COUNTRY C.M.C. 
Shireoaks MW, Shireoaks, Nr 
Worksop, Notts. Fridays. 


4 Gambler. 11 Quicksilver. 18 West 
Virginia. 25 Dick Edwards Trio. 


HAZEL GROVE C.M.C. Sundays 
Reform Club, Napier Street, Hazel 
Grove, Stockport. 


6 Hillsiders. 13 Joe Piper Band. 
20 Pinkertons Colours. 27 Raymond 
Froggatt Band. 


PONDEROSAC.W.C. Fridays. 
The Pine Mine, Ipswich Street, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk. 


4 Spellbound. 11 Sarah Jory Trio. 
18 Buffalo. 25 Chuck Fowler Trio. 


MUSTANG C.M.C. Mondays 
The Paddocks, Long Road, Canvey 
Island, Essex. 


7 Spellbound. 14 Cherokee. 21 Tony 
Goodacre Trio with Sarah Jory. 
28 Silver Ace plus Tennessee Rain. 


FORTWORTH C.M.C. 
Woking Football Club, Kingfield, 
Woking, Surrey. Fortnightly. 


11 Ben Rees. 25 Sweetcom. 


OUTLAWS C.M.C. — Saturdays. 
Lanchester Soc. Club, Newbiggin 
Road, Lanchester, Co. Durham. 


5 Lindsey St. John Band. 12 Ben Rees 
Band. 19 Shackband. 26 Hillsiders. 


BORDER PATROL C.M.C. 
The Irish Club, Basildon Road, 
Laindon, Essex. Fridays. 


4 Julie Byrne Band. 11 Stewart Brothers 
& First Chapter. 18 Pete Palmer C.B. 
25. Freddy Jameson Band. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


SUN VISOR «1 


Send cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up. (Visor Offer). 
286/287 High Street (Upper Precinct) LINCOLN LN2 1AL 


WOLVERHAMPTON C.M.C. 
The Woodhayes, Blackhalve Lane, 
Wednesfield, Nr Wolverhampton. 

Sundays 


6 Mel Hague & His Band. 13 The 
Shackband. 20 Tony Goodacre & Sarah 
Jory Trio. 27 Clovis. 


STABLES C.M.C. Ait. Sats 
Bond End, Knaresborough, N. Yorks. 


5 Johnny Spencer. 19 T.B.A. 


LAZYACRE C.M.C. 

S.H.A. Hospital Social Club, 
Racecourse Lane, Shrewsbury. 
Fortnightly Mondays. 


14 Lindsey St. John Band plus Jolene & 
Barry. 28 Raymond Froggatt Band plus 

Cotton Mill Boys. Resident Host — Tony 
Best. 


BUNG INN 
Lulsgate, Bristol. 


17 Buddy Emmons plus Gerry Hogan & 
His Heroes. 


DOUBLE ‘M'C &W.C. Saturdays 
New Wimblebury Social Club, Glover 
Street, Wimblebury, Nr. Cannock. 


5 Denver Spur. 12 Paddy Kelly Gand. 
19 Stone Creek. 26 Billy Finnegan & 
Stagecoach. 


YORK C.M.C. Thursdays 
York City Arms Sports Ciub, Fawcett 
Street, York. 


3 Mel Hague Band. 10 Bill Conion & 
Emerald. 17 Jolene & Barry. 
24 Stroller. 
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CLUB SECRETARIES 


Are you selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


For details of 
special club rates 


(0522) 41546 


DONCASTER IRISH SOCIETY 
College Road, Doncaster. 
Thursdays. 


3 Raymond Frogatt plus support band. 
10 Grand Country CHARITY SHOW in aid 
of Doncaster Samaritans. 

17 Loose Reins. 24 Stone Creek. 


BORDER C.M.C. 2nd Tuesday 
Black & Gold Social Ciub, Sheffield 
Park, Tweedmouth, Berwick-On- 
Tweed. 


8 Bill Conlon & Emerald. 
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